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 LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN REGIONAL MEETING ON THE CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM

Brasilia, 9-11 March 2005

REPORT OF THE LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN regional meeting on the clearing-house mechanism

INTRODUCTION
A.
Background

1. 
2. In decision VII/23, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to convene, subject to the availability of financial resources, regional workshops as a catalysing mechanism to allow for the interaction of international thematic focal points with the national focal points to further enhance the scientific and technical cooperation goal of the clearing-house mechanism and to build capacities at the national level with regard to use of and access to new information technologies.

3. The Conference of the Parties, in decision VI/18, also urged the Executive Secretary to convene additional capacity-building workshops at the national, subregional and regional levels referred to in decision V/14 of the Conference of the Parties for clearing-house activities and training in support of national capacities to implement the Convention. 
4. Accordingly, the Executive Secretary organized the regional meeting for Latin America and the Caribbean to provide countries of the region with an opportunity to discuss the development and implementation of initiatives by the clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation at the national and regional levels with regard to the Convention’s programme areas and cross-cutting issues, particularly the 2010 target, the transfer of technology and Article 8(j): traditional knowledge, innovations and practices. 

5. The organization of the meeting also responded to the recommendation of the informal advisory committee for the clearing-house mechanism, made at its meetings of 11 March 2001, 11 November 2001, 10 April 2002, 9 March 2003 and 6 February 2005, that the Executive Secretary should focus on the use of the clearing-house mechanism to promote technical and scientific cooperation within the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention, including invasive alien species, the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), coastal and marine biodiversity and the ecosystem approach.

6. Specific objectives for the meeting included:

(a) Identification of activities by the clearing-house mechanism to assist Parties and other Governments to achieve by 2010 a significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level;

(b) Development of proposals on the possible role of the clearing-house mechanism as a central mechanism for exchange of information on technologies and for facilitating technology transfer;

(c) Identification of activities to assist in the development of communication networks and tools for use by indigenous and local communities;
(d) Development of activities in support of the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention, including invasive alien species, the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), coastal and marine biodiversity and the ecosystem approach, among others;

(e) Discussion of issues related to the enhancement of national clearing-house mechanisms and opportunities for more effective technical and scientific cooperation among clearing-house mechanisms in the region.

B.
Attendance
7. Each Party to the Convention in Latin America and the Caribbean was invited to nominate one participant, with experience with the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention.  In response to that invitation, participants from the following countries were nominated by their respective focal points and attended the meeting: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay..    

8. Representatives of the following bilateral donor and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations participated in the meeting as observers and/or resource persons:

(a) International organizations: United Nations Development Programme;

(b) Intergovernmental organizations active in information-exchange and scientific cooperation issues: Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN), The Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF);

(c) Non-governmental organizations: Birdlife International, Centro de Referencia de Informacão Ambiental .

9. The full list of participants is contained in annex II to the present report.

ITEM 1.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

10. The meeting was opened at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 9 March 2005. It was addressed by Mr. Everton Viera Vargas, Director Genreal of the Department for the Environment and Special Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Relations of Brazil.  He spoke of the support from the Ministry of Foreign Relations for the Convention and its clearing-house mechanism.  He also spoke on the Government of Brazil’s views on initiatives related to biodiversity, particularly within the context of national sovereignty.  He also spoke of issues such as access and benefit sharing and the role of the clearing-house mechanism.  The role of the clearing-hosue mechanism in regard to communication, education and public awareness was also discussed.  Other issues such as information exchange to assist Parties in the Latin America and the Caribbean region to fulfil objectives under the Convention were mentioned. He concluded by welcoming the participants and wishing them a successful meeting.

11. Mr Joao Paulo Capobianco, Secretary of Biodiversity and Forests, Ministry of the Environment, Brazil, also welcomed participants to the meeting, and wished participants a successful meeting.

12. Mr. Marcos Silva, on behalf of Mr. Hamdallah Zedan, Excutive Secretary, welcomed the participants to the meeting.  He also thanked the Government of Belgium for the generous financial funding in support of the meeting. After an introduction to the new phase of the clearing-house mechanism, Mr. Silva presented a brief summary on new initiatives to facilitate technical and scientific cooperation with regard to the programme areas and cross-cutting areas of the Convention, including invasive alien species, the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), the ecosystem approach, coastal and marine biodiversity and Article 8(j), traditional knowledge, innovations and practices.  He then invited countries to use the meeting to identify their priority needs regarding capacities to participate in these new initiatives under the clearing-house mechanism, particularly with regard to the transfer of technology, the 2010 target, and the role of national clearing-house mechanisms. Mr. Silva concluded his remarks by expressing his gratitude to the Government of Brazil for hosting the meeting. 

Item 2.
Organizational matters

2.1.
Election of officers

13. At the 1st session of the meeting, on 9 March 2005, Mr. Braulio Dias, from Brazil, was elected to serve as Chair and Linus Spenser Thomas, from Grenada, to serve as Rapporteur.

2.2.
 Adoption of agenda

14. The Regional Meeting adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda circulated in advance of the meeting (UNEP/CBD/CHM/LAC.Reg/2/1/Add.1):

1.
Opening of the meeting.

2.
Organizational matters:

2.1.
Election of officers;

2.2.
Adoption of the agenda;

2.3.
Organization of work.

3. The role of the clearing-house mechanism in promoting and facilitating activities to assist Parties and other Governments to achieve the 2010 target.

4. The role of the clearing-house mechanism and the transfer of technology.

5. The development of activities by the clearing-house mechanism in support of the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the convention.
6. Conclusions and recommendations.

7. Adoption of the report.

8. Closure of the meeting.

2.3.
Organization of work

15. At its 1st session, on 9 March 2005, the Regional Meeting approved the proposed programme of work as contained in annex II to the annotations to the provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/CHM/LAC.Reg/2/1/Add.1)

16. Following the adoption of the agenda, the Chair invited participants to introduce themselves.

Presentations
17. 
18. On completion of the round table of introductions, the Chair invited Ms. Beatriz Torres of the Global Environment Facility (GBIF) to address the participants.  In her presentation she highlighted the collaborative work that GBIF has in support of the Convention particularly in regards to the GTI, GSPC, the 2010 indicators and the CHM. In fulfillment of its mission and in support to decision VII/23, GBIF launched its biodiversity data portal prototype in February 2004 with 2 million records, a year later + 65 million biodiversity records (specimens and observational data) are freely and openly served via www.gbif.net.
19. 
20. Ms. Torres also addressed GBIF's activities regarding capacity building and training workshops in biodiversity informatics, and thesupport to the scientific community via its Seed Money Grants.  In concluding she highlighted the work of GBIF in developing prototypes and its work with tools, standards and protocols that actively promote interoperability and the open and free sharing of biodiversity data.

21. 
22. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Brazil, Chile, Grenada and Mexico.

23. The Chair then invited Ms Roxana Solis, from Peru, to speak on developments of the Peruvian clearing-house mechanism.

24. Ms Solis discussed the role of the Peruvian clearing-house mechanism regarding the implementation of the Convention in Peru, particularly within the context of article 18.3 and 17 of the Convention on Biological Diversity. She also discussed the strategy of the Peruvian clearing-house mechanism, including its work with work to: coordinate other initiatives such as the Global Biodiversity Information Facility, the Inter-American biodiversity Information Network, AndinoNet, etc.; offer information on the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention such as the GTI among other activities.  She mentioned that the Peruvian National Focal Point has developed through a strategic approach the implementation of the Peruvian Network of Ex-Situ Conservation Centres, stressing the desire to strengthen this network in support to initiatives such as the Global Taxonomic Initiative.  She concluded by speaking briefly on the development of a thematic clearing-house mechanism between Peru and Ecuador with the support of BirdLife International.

25. On conclusion of the above presentation, the Chair invited comments from the floor.

26. Comments were made by participants from Bolivia and Mexico. 

27. Following the above presentation, the Chair invited Mr. Reinaldo Aviles, from Chile, to speak on issues related to the Chilean clearing-house mechanism and its work related to the Chilean national biodiversity action plan. Mr. Aviles spoke on the development of databases developed by the Chilean clearing-house mechanism containing information on the work of government ministries related to biodiversity and the environment. He concluded by describing the information resources available through the Chilean clearing-house mechanism.

28. Mr. Vanderlei Canhos, of the Centro de Referencia de Informacão Ambiental was then invited by the Chair to speak on the programme BIOTA--Fundacao de Apoio de Pequesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (FEPESP).

29. Mr. Canhos described the programme, particularly its efforts to develop an information system to integrate observational data. This new information system allows for spatial analyses of data of the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil. Finally, he described the project Species Link which allows for the searching of museum species data through remote and distributed searching.

30. Comments on the above presentation were made by the Brazil, Peru and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility.

31. The Chair then invited Ms Vivian Nolan to speak on the work of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network.

32. Ms Nolan spoke briefly on the programme of work of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, its efforts to promote partnerships, and its work to make biodiversity-related data publicly available. She concluded by stating Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network’s willingness to collaborate with the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention on Biological Diversity and national clearing-house mechanisms on initiatives and programmes.

33. Comments on the above were made by Bolivia, Costa Rica and Mexico.

ITEM 3.
The role of the clearing-house mechanism in promoting and facilitating activities to assist Parties and other Governments to achieve the 2010 target
34. Agenda item 3 was considered at the 2nd session of the meeting, on 9 March 2005.  The Chair proposed that discussion under this agenda item should cover the following elements:
(a) The role of the clearing-house mechanism in making data available in support of the 2010 target;

(b) The role of the clearing-house mechanism in promoting the use of common formats, protocols and standards to facilitate the exchange of data;

(c) The role of the clearing-house mechanism in making accessible information on geo‑referenced data and models based on that data.

35. The Chair invited comments from participants in regard to the above items.

36. Mr. Hesiquio Benitez of Mexico spoke on the Mexican clearing-house mechanism and on the need for sustainable support by governments to the work of a national clearing-house mechanism.  He also spoke on the different roles of the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention on Biological Diversity and national clearing-house mechanisms.  The issue of the information needed in relation to indicators was also raised by Mr. Benitez. 

37. Mr. Edimar Moretti of Brazil, spoke on available technologies available for integrating information, including geo-referenced data, that may be of interest to indicators and the 2010 target.

38. Mr. Linus Spencer of Grenada spoke of the need for capacity-building for small islands states to be able to participate effectively in work related to indicators and the 2010 target.

39. Comments were also made by Chile, Costa Rica, Grenada, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, the Global Biodiversity Information Facility and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network. 

40. There was agreement that Parties in the region that have an advanced technical infrastructure could assist other Parties with information issues related to the 2010 target and indicators.  There was also agreement that the clearing-house mechanism should create a list of available information resources in the region pertaining to indicators, and make the list searchable by keyword, a controlled vocabulary and thematic areas.  Participants stressed the need for sufficient resources to sustain work in relation to information systems in support of the 2010 target and indicators.  The need for technical workshops was also discussed, with  the meeting voicing unanimous support for the sharing of expertise available in the region.  There was agreement that support was needed to assist with compilation of information, travel of experts to training workshops, support implementation and development of new information tools.

ITEM 4.
role of the clearing-house mechanism and transfer of technology

41. Agenda item 4 was considered at the 2nd session of the meeting, on 9 March 2005.  The Chair proposed that discussion under this agenda item should cover the following elements:
(a) Proposals on the role of the clearing-house mechanism as a central mechanism for exchange of information on technologies and for facilitating technology transfer and cooperation; 

(b) Development of guidance for implementation by national clearing-house mechanisms for common or similar frameworks for identifying the availability of relevant technologies to enhance international cooperation and to facilitate the interoperability with relevant existing systems of national and international information exchange, including technology and patent databases.
42. The Chair invited participants to the meeting to discuss issues related to the above.

43. Comments on the above presentation were made by Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility.

44. There was agreement that the clearing-house mechanism should become more involved in issues related to technology transfer.  There was also agreement that national clearing-house mechanisms should survey available national technologies, and disseminate information about them.  Participants stressed that the clearing-house mechanism should reach out to existing regional frameworks to facilitate the exchange of information pertaining to technology transfer. 

45. At the 3rd session of the meeting on 10 March 2005, the Chair invited Mr. Paulo Henrique de Assis Santana, Head, Information Technologies of the Ministry of the Environment of Brazil to speak on the National Information System for the Environment (Sistema Nacional de Informacão sobre o Meio Ambiente). He stressed the components of the system including its adherence to common and open formats, protocols and standards.  He also discussed issues pertaining to interoperability, including the need for all systems to become interoperable under a decentralized environment.  Other services, such as web services, and the architecture of the system were described.  Finally, he concluded by discussing the possible use of web services at the regional and sub-regional levels, particularly in support of environmental information issues discussed under the aegis of MERCOSUL. 

46. On completion of the presentation, the Chair invited comments from the participants.

47. Participants from Argentina, Bahamas, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Uruguay and the Centro de Referencia de Informacão Ambiental, discussed the above presentation, and stressed the issue of regional information integration and the need to adherence to common and open formats, protocols and standards.

48. On completion of the above discussions, the Chair requested the participant from Jamaica, Mr. Dayne Buddo, to speak on the Jamaican clearing-house mechanism.
49. Mr. Buddo spoke on the role of the Jamaican clearing-house mechanism, its information resources, and education, especially projects undertaken at the high school level, and public awareness tools. He also spoke on new projects including the use of geographic information systems, the development of a photo gallery and the creation of standardized pocket field guides.
50. The Chair invited participants to comment on the above presentation.  Comments were made by Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility.

ITEM 5.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ACTIVITIES BY THE CLEARING‑HOUSE MECHANISM IN SUPPORT OF THE PROGRAMME AREAS AND CROSS‑CUTTING ISSUES OF THE CONVENTION
51. As an introduction to item 5 of the agenda, the Chair invited Mr. Jeremy Flanagan, from the BirdLife International project DarwinNet, to give a presentation on the thematic clearing-house mechanism on the dry forests of Ecuador and Peru.

52. Mr. Flanagan described the dry forest of Ecuador and Peru, its biodiversity resources, and threats to its conservation. He discussed efforts to protect the areas, including designation of protected areas, ecotourism programmes and initiatives related to communication, education and public awareness. The development of the thematic clearing-house mechanism on dry forests was also discussed. Partners involved in the development of the thematic clearing-house mechanism such as Birdlife International, the Darwin Initiative, and the Ministries of the Environment of Ecuador and Peru were discussed, and their roles in the development of the project explained. He concluded by describing the objectives of the thematic clearing-house mechanism and efforts to involve relevant stakeholders.

53. Following the conclusion of the above presentation, the Chair invited participants to discuss the implementation of the thematic clearing-house, especially within the context of the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention. Comments were made by Brazil and Mexico.

54. Agenda item 5 was considered at the 4th session of the meeting, on 10 March 2005.  The Chair proposed that discussion under this agenda item should cover the following elements:
(a) The role of the clearing-house mechanism in assisting in the development of communication networks and tools for use by indigenous and local communities;
(b) The role of the clearing-house mechanism in enhancing national capacity with regard to the Global Taxonomy Initiative and taxonomic authorities, including metadata and controlled vocabularies;

(c) The clearing-house mechanism and issues related to implementation of the ecosystem approach;

(d) The role of the clearing-house mechanism in assisting with the development of the global invasive species information network;

(e) The clearing-house mechanism, its role in facilitating cooperation with regard to activities related to marine and coastal biodiversity.
55. After his introduction to item 5 of the agenda, the Chair opened the floor for discussion and comments.

56. Comments on the above were made by Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Costa Rica, Grenada, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network. 

57. Participants agreed that the clearing-house mechanism should be used whenever possible to assist in the implementation of the programme of work pertaining to island biodiversity.  Participants voiced strong support for projects such as that of the thematic clearing-house mechanism on the dry forests of Ecuador and Peru.  There was also agreement that the clearing-house mechanism should be used to foster discussion and sharing and exchange of information on issues on access and benefit sharing by assisting in the establishment of a network dedicated to issues related to this topic, development of communication mechanisms and other electronic tools.  Participants stated that the network should also offer ABS national focal points a communication mechanism to share information and experience.  There was also agreement that national clearing-house mechanisms should make available more information on invasive alien species. Finally, participants emphasized the need to encourage close collaboration with existing initiatives such as the Global Biodiversity Information Facility, the Integrated Taxonomic Information System, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network and the Pacific Biodiversity Information Forum.
58. On conclusion of the ensuing discussion, and in response to requests from the floor, the Chair invited participants to discuss the development of a possible checklist for use by national clearing-house mechanisms to assist in their further development and evaluation.  The checklist is available in annex II to the report.

59. At the 5th session of the meeting, the Chair invited participants to discuss the draft checklist. 
60. Comments on the above were made by Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Chile, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago and the Inter-American Biodiveristy Information Network.
ITEM 6.
Conclusions and recommendations
61. Agenda item 6 was considered at the 6th session of the meeting, on 11 March 2005.  The item was introduced by the Chair, who invited the Rapporteur to present the recommendations.  Following discussion, the Meeting adopted the recommendations, which are attached to the present report as annex I.

ITEM 7.
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

62. The present report was adopted at the 6th session of the meeting, on 11 March 2005, on the basis of the draft report of the meeting (UNEP/CBD/CHM/LAC.Reg/2/2), and taking into account amendments made by participants, on the understanding that the finalization of the report would be completed by the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

ITEM 8. 
CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

63. The Chair declared the Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Meeting on the Clearing‑House Mechanism closed at 2 p.m. on Friday, 11 March 2005.



Annex I
CONCLUSIONS OF THE LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN REGIONAL MEETING ON THE CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM

	Recommendation
	Actor
	Timeline

	1. The CHM should assist in making information on different datasets, other than museum specifimen and observational data and other information available to Parties/countries to facilitate work related to indicators and the 2010 target
	CBD CHM
	COP-8

	2. Parties should give sufficient support, financial and human, to ensure the sustainability of national CHMs
	Parties
	Ongoing

	3. Parties and the relevant organizations should make technical experts available in support of capacity building initiatives, particularly for the organization of technical workshops on new information and web-based technologies
	CHM National Focal Points
	COP-8

	4. The CBD CHM should develop a database of information resources that could be used in support of work related to the 2010 indicators.
	CBD CHM
	3 months

	5. Develop regional technical expert groups to discuss  issues of common interest and need and to implement technical projects
	CHM National Focal Points
	COP-8

	6. Regional CHMs should better articulate the possible uses of its data and information resources. This should be done within the context of the communication, education and pulic awareness programme of the CBD
	CHM National Focal Points and CBD CHM and relevant organizations
	Ongoing

	7. Facilitate access to lists of technologies, for instance on technologies to digitize museum specimen records, that could be used by Parties and national CHMs.
	CBD CHM and relevant organizations
	COP-8

	8. Parties should use the checklist of criteria to assist in the evaluation of national CHMs found in annex II to assist CHM in their development and work and that the results of the checklist be presented as an information document at the eight meeting of the COP (please see annex II of this report)
	CHM National Focal Points and CBD CHM
	3 months

	9. Parties should update the Roster or Experts with regard to the Clearing-House mechanism
	CBD National Focal Points
	Onoging

	10. Parties of the region should follow closely, at the international level, the development of new protocols and standards
	CHM National Focal Points and CBD CHM
	Ongoing

	11. Parties should target support to small islands developing States to further develop national CHMs; organize sub-regional initiatives to build capacity 
	.CBD and national CHMs
	Ongoing

	12. The CBD CHM should create a directory of information resources and databases in the region regarding activities related to the 2010 indicators 
	CBD CHM
	COP-8

	
	
	

	13. The Information System of the Environment for MercoSul, among others should publish formats, protocols and standards used in making its information resources interoperable and make them available through national CHMs and the CBD CHM 
	CHM National Focal Points in the MERCOSUL region 
	COP-8

	14. Parties should adhere to common and open formats, protocols and standards whenever possible and appropriate, including the use of XML
	CHM National Focal Points and CBD CHM
	Ongoing

	15. Develop regional portal toolkits with a help desk to assist Parties in the region to develop websites and assist with other technical issues related to information exchange, interoperability of data and cartographic data
	CBD CHM and national CHMs,
	1 year

	16. Parties should use existing regional and international cooperation agreements, such as MERCOSUL, to promote greater integration and sharing of information and data
	CHM National Focal Points
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	17. The CHM should facilitate access to best case‑studies and results of projects
	CBD CHM
	Ongoing

	18. National CHMs should survey demands on technology transfer and make it available through the CHM
	CHM National Focal Points
	1 year

	19. Develop a metadata registry of available relevant technologies 
	CBD CHM
	COP-8

	
	
	

	20. National CHMs should promote activities related to communications, education and public awareness, particularly at the primary and high school levels. It should also increase awareness of the CHM by using marketing strategies
	CBD and National CHMs
	Ongoing

	21. The CBD Secretariat should develop a video on activities of the CHM to increase awareness of its activities and relevance to the implementation of the Convention
	CBD Secretariat
	1 year

	22. The CBD Secretariat should develop a listserv and a restricted website for GRULAC CHM National Focal Points
	CHM National Focal Point
	1 month

	23. Parties should use the information resources of international thematic focal points such as Birdlife International, among others
	CHM National Focal Points
	Ongoing

	24. The CHM should support work  related to access and benefit sharing within the region, by assisting with the development of a network on this topic, including the establishment of an Internet portal to disseminate and share information.  The CHM should also develop a communication mechanism for use by ABS National Focal Points

	CBD CHM
	COP-8

	25. National CHMs should more effectively report on completed and ongoing activities related to programme areas and cross-cutting issues 
	CHM National Focal Points
	Ongoing

	26. Parties shoud establish closer cooperation should be established among different existing initiatives, such as GBIF, ITIS, IABIN, among others
	CBD and National CHMs and relevant organizations
	Ongoing

	
	
	

	27. Parties should designate a CHM NFP and develop a CHM website if they have not already done so (use decision)
	CBD National Focal Points
	Ongoing

	28. National CHMs should make use of the metadata registry tool developed by the Bulgarian CHM
	CHM National Focal Points
	Ongoing

	29. National CHMs should make available more information on marineinvasive alien species, particularly information on introduction via ballast water and treatment
	CHM and CBD National Focal Points
	Ongoing

	
	
	


Annex II

RECOMMENDED CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA TO ASSIST IN THE EVALUATION OF NATIONAL CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISMS

Creation and Structure of a CHM

1. Has your country established a clearing-house mechanism? Yes ( No (
2. Has your country established a CHM National Focal Point? Yes ( No (
3. Is the CHM fully operational? Yes ( No (
4. Has your country established a CHM website? Yes ( No (
5. Are there other components to your CHM other than a CHM website? Yes ( No (
6. Are there sufficient human resources? Yes ( No (
7. Is there sufficient technical support? Yes ( No (
8. Does your CHM receive sustanaible funding? Yes ( No (
9. Does your CHM have a strategy for implementation? Yes ( No (
Technical and scientific cooperation






1.
Does your country’s CHM have collaborative initiatives with the research and academic sector? Yes ( No (
10. Does your country use the CHM to promote and facilitate biodiversity related projects? Yes ( No (
11. Does your country use the CHM to facilitate and promote national, regional and international cooperation? Yes ( No (
12. Does your country’s CHM have collaborative projects with other similar mechanisms from other countries? Yes ( No (
13. Does your CHM have collaborative initiatives with other national or regional CHMs? Yes ( No (
14. Does your CHM receive sustainable funding from your country? Yes ( No (
15. 
16. Does your CHM organize capacity‑building activities, including activities related to the raising of institutional capacities? Yes ( No (
17. Has your CHM developed policies with regard to its activities, information content on its website, and use of networks? Yes ( No (
18. Has your CHM contributed to institutional capacity building? Yes ( No (
Information exchange

1. 
2. Does your CHM use software to compile statistics on use and navigation of the CHM website? Yes ( No (
3. Does your CHM use open and common formats, protocols and standards to assist with the interoperability of information? Yes ( No (
4. Has your CHM published its formats, protocols and standards? Yes ( No (
5. Has your CHM established agreements with other CHMs to make data interoperable? Yes ( No (
6. Does your CHM website use metadata? Yes No Has it registered with the metadata management tool developed by the Bulgarian CHM? Yes ( No (
7. Does your CHM website use the CBD or another controlled vocabulary for use as metadata descriptors? Yes ( No (
8. Is your country satisfied with the quantity and quality of information provided through the CHM? Yes ( No (
9. Does your CHM contribute information to the CBD CHM? Yes ( No (
10. Do relevant stakeholders use the CHM to communicate and develop collaborative projects? Yes ( No (
11. Does your CHM disseminate geo-referenced data and cartographic data? Yes ( No (
12. Has your CHM expanded on its user base to include all relevant stakeholders? Yes ( No (
13. Does your CHM disseminate information using non-electronic tools? Yes ( No (

Network development

1. Has your CHM national focal point established communication mechanisms for your government or stakeholders? Yes ( No (
2. Has your CHM participated in the development of networks (physical, logical and/or human)? Yes ( No (
3. Does your CHM participate actively in any existing networks? Yes ( No (
4. Has your CHM developed a communications strategy? Yes ( No (
5. Has your CHM developed any activities in support of communication, education and public awareness? Yes ( No (
6. 
7. 
8. Has your CHM participated in activities to develop a regional CHM? Yes ( No (
9. Has your CHM contributed expertise or other resources to capacity building activities or network development? Yes ( No ( 
10. Has your CHM participated actively in CHM related meetings and workshops? Yes ( No (
11. Would your CHM be able to contribute expertise of other resources to network development or capacity building activities? Yes ( No (
Does your CHM have activities related to the programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention?
Programme Areas

Agricultural Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:      ]
Dry and Sub-Humid Lands Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:         ] 
Forest Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:       ]
Inland Waters Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:           ]
Island Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:         ]
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:     ]
Mountain Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:       ]
Cross-Cutting Issues
Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing   Many Some Few  [Comments:     ]
Alien Species   Many Some Few  [Comments:            ]
Biological Diversity and Tourism   Many Some Few  [Comments:       ]
Climate Change and Biological Diversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:          ]
Economics, Trade and Incentive Measures   Many Some Few  [Comments:           ]
Ecosystem Approach   Many Some Few  [Comments:         ]
Global Strategy for Plant Conservation   Many Some Few  [Comments:         ]
Global Taxonomy Initiative   Many Some Few  [Comments:              ]
Impact Assessment   Many Some Few  [Comments:        ]
Indicators   Many Some Few  [Comments:         ]
Liability and Redress - Article 14(2)   Many Some Few  [Comments:        ]
Protected Areas   Many Some Few  [Comments:             ]
Public Education and Awareness   Many Some Few  [Comments:            ]
Sustainable Use of Biodiversity   Many Some Few  [Comments:             ]
Technology Transfer and Cooperation   Many Some Few  [Comments:            ]
Traditional Knowledge, Innovations and Practices   Many Some Few  [Comments:         ]
2010 Biodiversity Target   Many Some Few  [Comments:          ]
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La Paz 

Antigua and Barbuda
Bolivia

Tel.: 
+268 462-3494
Tel.: 
+591 2 231-5272/231-0966

Fax: 
+268 462 4442
Fax: 
+591 2 231 0966

E-Mail: 
milleniumdread@hotmail.com
E-Mail: 
urgdgb@mds.gov.bo
Ronald Jesús Barrancos T.

Diplomata – Segundo Secretário

Embaixada da Bolívia no Brasil

SHIS QI 19 – conj. 13 – casa 19 

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL 

Telefone: 61 366 3432

Fax: 61 366 3136

e-mail: politica@embolivia-brasil.org.br ronalddiplom@yahoo.com
Argentina
Chile

 2.
Mr. Marcelo Fabian Mujica
 5.
Mr. Reinaldo Aviles

Coordinador del Sistema de Información Ambiental Nacional 
Coordinator Species Protection

Secretaria de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustenable


Ministerio de Salud y Ambiente
Comision Nacional de Medio Ambiente

San Martin 451 Capital Federal
Teatinos 258, Santiago

Buenos Aires C1004AA1
Santiago de Chile 

Argentina
 Chile tel: 56 2  240 5600/240 5617



E:mail: raviles@conama.cl

Tel.: 
+ 5411 4348 83880


Fax: 
+ 5411 4348 8300

E-Mail: 
mmujica@medioambiente.gov.ar

Brazil

1. Paulo Yoshio Kageyama


Diretor do Programa Nacional de Conservação da Biodiversidade

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL 

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9553

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: paulo.kageyama@mma.gov.br

2. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias

Gerente de Conservação da Biodiversidade

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9555

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: braulio.dias@mma.gov.br
Colombia
Bahamas
 6.
Dra. Maria Claudia Fandiño

Coordinador

 3.
Mr. Deon Alexander Stewart
Instituto Alexander Von Humboldt

Environmental Officer
Carrera 7 No. 35-20

The Bahamas Environment Science and Technology Commission 
Bogota 

(BEST)
Colombia

Nassau Court
Tel.: 
+571 608-6900

P.O. Box N 3730
Fax: 
+571 608-6900

Nassau 
E-Mail: 
mcfandino@humboldt.org.co

Bahamas

Tel.: 
+242 322 4546
Costa Rica

Fax: 
+242 326 3509

E-Mail: 
dstewart@best.bs
 7.
Mr. Francisco J. González

Web: 
http://www.best.bs
Ministerio de Ambiente y Energia

Barrio Francisco Peralta, Avenida 8 y 10, Calle 

San Jose 8-5810-1000

Costa Rica

Tel.: 
+506 283-8004 ext.200

Fax: 
+506 283-7343

E-Mail: 
francisco.gonzalez@sinac.go.cr
Cuba


 8.
Mr. Francisco Cejas Rodríguez


Instituto de Ecologia y Sistemàtica


Carretera de Varona Km 3 1/2,


Capdevila Boyeros


Havana 


Cuba
 

Tel.: 
+537 57 80 88/57 82 66


Fax: 
+537 57 80 90


E-Mail: 
cejas@ecologia.cu

Dominica
Jamaica

 9.
Ms. Tamika Lafond
 13.
Mr. Dayne Buddo

Administrative Assistant
Senior Research Officer

Ministry of Agriculture and Environment
Institute of Jamaica
Environmental Quality Unit

Roseau Fisheries Complex
10-16 East Street

Dame Mary Eugenia Charles Blvd.
Kingston 

Roseau 
Jamaica

Dominica
Tel.: 
+876 922 0620-6

Tel.: 
+767 448-2401 ext.3456
Fax: 
+876 922-1147

Fax: 
+767 448 4577
E-Mail: 
chm.nhd@cwjamaica.com

E-Mail: 
agriext@cwdom.dm, oleander@cwdom.dm

Mexico
Ecuador

 14.
Mr. Hesiquio Benitez-Diaz

 10.
Mr. Jairo Chuga
Director de Enlace y Asuntos Internacionales

Ministerio del Ambiente
Comisión Nacional para el Uso y Conocimiento de la Biodiversidad 

Av. Amazonas y Eloy Alfaro, 8th Floor
(CANABIO)

Edificio MAG
Av. Liga Periferico-Insurgentes Sur

Quito 
No. 4903 Col. Parques del Pedregal

Ecuador
Mexico C.P. 14010

Tel.: 
+593 2 563 422
Mexico

Fax: 
+593 2 563 422
Tel.: 
52-55-55-28-91-25

E-Mail: 
jchuga@ambiente.gov.ec
Fax: 
52-55-55-28-91-85

E-Mail: 
hbenitez@xolo.conabio.gob.mx
Grenada
Web: 
www.conabio.gob.mx

 11.
Dr. Linus Spencer Thomas

Biodiversity Coordinator

Ministry of Finance

Financial Complex, Carenage

St. George's 

Grenada

Tel.: 
+1 473 440 9701

Fax: 
+1 473 440 4115

E-Mail: 
sthomas@ectel.int, lst@caribsurf.com; 

spence105@hotmail.com
Nicaragua
Saint Lucia

 15.
Ms. Martha Verónica López Bustamante
 19.
Ms. Elgitha St. Marthe

Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (MARENA)
Statistician (AG)

Km 12½ Carretera Norte
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Aptdo.: No. 5123
5th Floor, Sir Stanislaus James Building 

Frente a la zona franca
Waterfront

Managua 
Castries 

Nicaragua
Saint Lucia

Tel.: 
+505 233 1173
Tel.: 
+758 468-4155

Fax: 
+505 233 1173
Fax: 
+758 453-6314

E-Mail: 
mlopez@marena.gob.ni
E-Mail: 
 webmaster@siubiodiv.org

Web: 
www.marena.gob.ni
Web: 
www.slubiodiv.org
Panama
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

 16.
Ms. Tamara Hernández
 20.
Ms. Simone Joseph

Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente (ANAM)
Web Designer

P.O.Box C-0843
Uninade de Informacion Ambiental e Informatica

Ministry of Telecommunications, Science, Technology and Industry

Balboa
Egment Street

Panama

Tel: 507 315 0855 ext 3303
Kingstown 

E-Mail: 
t.hernandez@anam.gob.pa
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Tel.: 
+784 456 1223
Paraguay
Fax: 
+784 457 2880

E-Mail: 
sjoseph.telecom@mail.gov.vc

 17.
Mr. Dario Mandelburger

Coordinador Nacional del Proyecto ENPAB-Fase II
Trinidad and Tobago

Secretaria del Ambiente

Madame Lynch N.3500
 21.
Mr. John Bateau

Asuncion 
IT Specialist

Paraguay
Ministry of Public Utilities and the Environment

Tel.: 
595-21-614-667
Sacred Heart Building

Fax: 
595-21-614-667
16-18 Sackville Street

E-Mail: 
dmandelburger@seam.gov.py, 
Port of Spain 

dmandelburger@sce.cnc.una.py
Trinidad and Tobago
Peru
Tel.: 
+868 623-4853

Fax: 
+868 625-7003

E-Mail: 
environment@tstt.net.tt

 18.
Ms. Roxana Solis
Administrador CHM

Consejo Nacional del Ambiente

Ave. Guardia Civil 205

San Borja, Lima 41 

Peru

Tel.: 
+511 225-5370 ext.292

Fax: 
+511 225-5369

E-Mail: 
biodiv@conam.gob.pe
Uruguay

Rossana Berrini

Tecnico Areas Protegidas, CHM (pagina Web)

Ministerio De Medio Ambiente - Uruguay

Rincon 422 - 4º piso

Montevideo – Uruguay

Telefone: 5982 917 0710 int. 4451

Fax: 5982 917 0710 int. 4410

e-mail: rberrini@adinet.com.uy

Prof. Victor Canton

Coordenador Estratégias Nacionais Biodiversidad - Uruguay

Ministerio De Medio Ambiente - Uruguay

Rincon 422 - 4º piso

Montevideo – Uruguay

Telefone: 5982 917 0710 int. 4456

Fax: 5982 917 0710 int. 4410

e-mail: vcanton@dinama.gub.uy

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM – UNDP/Brazil

Rose Diegues

GEF Adviser

UNDP/Brazil

Ed. Corporate Financial Center, 7º Andar, Asa Norte

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL 

55 61 3038 9035
 
Inter-Governmental Organizations

Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)

 22.
Ms. Beatriz Torres

Senior Programme Officer

Outreach and Capacity Building

Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)

Universitetsparken 15

Copenhagen DK-2100

Denmark

Tel.: 
+45 353-21474

Fax: 
+45 353-21480

E-Mail: 
btorres@gbif.org
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network
Ms. Vivian Pardo Nolan
Senior Biodiversity Scientist

Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network

NBII

United States Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-302

Reston, Virginia 20192

United States of America
Tel: 1 703 648 4258

Fax: 1 703 648 4039
Email: vpnolan@usgs.gov 


Non-Governmental Organizations

BirdLife International

 24.
Mr. Jeremy Flanagan

(BirdLife International / Darwin Initiative)


DarwinNet Project Coordinador

Naturaleza y Cultura Internacional

Av. Santa Rosa 601, Sullana

Peru
coordinador@darwinnet.org
(0)73 502431
www.darwinnet.org 






Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP)

 25.
Ms. Sylvia Zillier

Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP)

Project Office - Dept. of Biological Sciences

Stanford University

Stanford CA-94053

United States of America

Web: 
jasper.stanford.edu/GISP

Centro de Referencia de Informacão Ambiental


26. Vanderlei Perez Canhos

Diretor

Centro de Referencia em Informação Ambiental (www.cria.org.br)

Av. Romeu Tórtima, 388 – Barão Geraldo

Campinas – SP – BRAZIL 

Telefone: 19 3288 0466

Fax: 19 3249 0960

e-mail: vcanhos@cria.org.br


Observers and technical support






3. 








4. 







Marina Landeiro

Técnica Especializada

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9584

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: marina.landeiro@mma.gov.br


Núbia Cristina B. da Silva

Gerente do Projeto Estratégia Nacional da Diversidade Biológica

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9553

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: nubia-cristina.silva@mma.gov.br

Andreina D’ayala Valva

Técnica Especializada

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9557

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: andreina.valva@mma.gov.br

Luciana Zago de Andrade

Técnica Especializada

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9576

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: luciana.andrade@mma.gov.br

Ana Lucia Leite Prates

Web Designer

Ministério do Meio Ambiente 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9576

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: ana-lucia.prates@mma.gov.br


Rita de Cássia Cerqueira Condé

Técnica

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – PROBIO

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9552

e-mail: rita-cassia.conde@mma.gov.br


Roberto Ribas Gallucci

Técnico Especializado

Ministério do Meio Ambiente - GGRP

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “H” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9582

Fax: 55 61 40099588

e-mail: roberto.gallucci@mma.gov.br


Eduardo Velez Martin

Diretor de Patrimônio Genético

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – DPG 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “G” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9518

Fax: 55 61 4009 9509

e-mail: eduardo.martin@mma.gov.br

Fernanda Altoé Daltro

Assessora

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – DPG 

SCEN Trecho 02 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “G” 

70.8181-900 – Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 9510

Fax: 55 61 4009 9509

e-mail: fernanda.daltro@mma.gov.br


Kênia Godoy

Assessora Técnica

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – SQA 

Esplanada dos Ministérios – Bloco “B” – sala 817 

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 1373

Fax: 55 61 4009 1944

e-mail: kenia.godoy@mma.gov.br


Victoria Von Heuss-Blosset

Técnica

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – SCA

Esplanada dos Ministérios – Bloco “B” – 9º andar

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 1245/1441

e-mail: victoria-von.heuss@mma.gov.br


Edmar Moretti

Analista de Dados

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – CGTI

Esplanada dos Ministérios – Bloco “B” 

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 4009 1233

e-mail: edmar.moretti@mma.gov.br



Onildo João Marini 

Coordenador de Proteção de Espécies da Fauna

IBAMA – DIFAP 

SCEN trecho 2 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “B” – Subsolo

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 316 1215/1216

Fax: 55 61 316 1215

e-mail: onildo.marini-filho@ibama.gov.br


Ademar Takeo Matsunaga

Analista Ambiental

IBAMA – DIREF 

SCEN trecho 2 – IBAMA Sede – Bloco “B” – sala 20

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Telefone: 55 61 316 1263/1375

Fax: 55 61 316 1263

e-mail: ademar.matsunaga@ibama.gov.br


Maria Iolita Bampi

Analista Ambiental

IBAMA – DIREC

SCEN trecho 2 – IBAMA Sede

Brasília – DF – BRAZIL

Brasília - DF

Telefone: 55 61 316 1117

e-mail: maria.bampi@ibama.gov.br
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6. MINISTERIO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE – URUGUAY
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