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Item 8 of the provisional agenda*

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE ABS BONN WORKSHOP
“AWORKSHOP ON ACCESS AND BENEFIT SHARING:
BENEFIT SHARING FROM ACADEMIC RESEARCH”

Note by the Executive Secretary

The Executive Secretary is circulating herewith, for the information of participants in the second
meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on
Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization,
the report of the Bonn Workshop “A workshop on Access and Benefit Sharing: Benefit Sharing from
Academic Research” organized by the Institute of Food and Resources Economics, University of Bonn, at
the Zoological Research Museum Alexander Koening, Bonn, from 2 to 3 July 2015.

1. The document is being circulated in the form and language in which it was received by the
Secretariat.

* UNEP/CBD/NP/COP-MOP/2/1/Rev.1.
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY OF
THE ABS
BONN
WORKSHOP

A workshop on
Access and
Benefit Sharing:

BENEFIT
SHARING FROM
ACADEMIC
RESEARCH

Bonn, 2-3 July, 2015
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A worlcshop organized by the Institute of Food and Resource Ecomomics,

University of Bonn [ILR, Uni-Bonn], at the Zoological Research Muzeum
#lexander Koenig (EFMEK], Bonn. Funded by the German Research
Foundation (DFG) Repont edited by: Liy O. fodnigues
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n 2-3 July 2013, 8 growp of 38 participants got together 2t the Zookogical Research Museum Alexander
Koenig (ZFME]. Bomn, Sermeny, to genersite & dialogue on acosss and benefit sharing of mon-
commercal res=srch, based on the findings of two suneeys oonducted in Germany snd worldwide. The
participants came from & veriety of research imstitutions, nternationsl organizations snd pubilic
sdministration offices from seversl countries, incleding users mnd provider coundries of gEretic
resources. the results and recommendations of the meeting are presanted here. The workshop was
ably facilitated by Mrs. Estrin Heidoring. The orgenizers greatly acinowisdge the German Research
Foundstion for funding the project and the meeting, as well a5 the kind contributions made by the
participants, espedally the CBD Sacretarist snd the ABS Initisthne.

1. Presentations summary

Results of online surveys in Germany and globally, on benefit sharing and
Annex 1 of the Nagoya Protocol

TWD SUTVEYS WENE Mads; Gne in Senmeny amang acaeemic neseardhers working on biodiversity
relsted fields ard the other inbamationally, smong those working mastly towards conservakion
and susmirable uss of spedes (speoes survival commission of ILCH] and other res=anchers in
bicdogy | Inkernational Union of Biologioal Scisnoes).

The resesrch showed that it is pot steighifioraard to chamcierize pon-oommencal reseanch from
either the mettos's used for nessarch, the comain of research or the fiehd of ressarch. For esmpie,
LEing malensiar techmigues is highly reisked to nor-oommeencal ressardh and does not necessarily
imily future commercal uses.

Most ressarchers work in osllabomtion with peers from uRiversities in providing oountries,
although partidpation of powernmental (nonr-soeptists] representstives is now ooOSTIng in At
lenst 40% of the cases.

To selsct the stucy site, scentists prefer Sites with long-standing informstion snd esmblished
partnerships.

Berefits ansng from resesnch mnged from @padcty building and techmology transfer, wihich amne
expeched benefis under CBD and Annex L of the Negoys Protoonl, 1o infrstruciune and other
socio-aconomic benefits. Clear and direct inputs to consznation and mustainable wss oocurmed in
ot lemst 49% of the cases in the Germen sureey, and in st least 79% of mses in the inkemnstional
survey. Below is @ summany of the mnge of benedits identified in the sbudies.
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The presantation abouwt berefits, according to Amnnex 1 of the Megoym Frotocol, proposed twd
adcitional non-exclusive ways of grouping oenefits: sither being individual, institutional ar social,
according to wha mets the benefits or, depending in the types of benefits such as capacty-building,
collsoomtions, technology tansfer and socio-ecomomic berefits. It also propossd the inclusion of
some new benefits to the Est; namely, conservstion and sustainable wse of matural Pesounoes,
inonease of enwironmental swareps=ss, contrioution to the crestion of polides siming to the
conssramtion and sustainable use of biodiersity, and encouragement to the privake s=ctor to meest
in consersation projects.

Participants discussed im different groups the outputs of the surveys and made the following
Codmimenis:

+ The &nmex of the HF presents two lists with sssmples for kinds of monetary and non-monetsry
bemetits that may arise out of the utilization of genetic resouroes and which may be shared. The
participants agresd that all examples in the list (and thers are certainly more] of moretary and
ror-monetany benefits have their welue and significance and cannot e weighed in importance
Bginst esch other but rekher must be ken inho conbext with the proposed resesrch project.

< The participants were encoursged to see that the length of the list for nor-monetzry benefits is
twice as long as the ane for maonetany benefits, which suggests that participation in resesnch, as
well &5 institutional and human capadty building, ks high priority. This is particularky important
fior basic, non-ocommsrcial res=arch where the purpose of the reseanch is o servee basic soence
and snswer fundamental guestions. For scample, inthe field of micobiolgsy, fewer than 1% of
microbisl speoes have besn ouitiaebed in the labombory and the vast majonty of bacteria are only
known through partial DS fragments or not lnown st all. Thus, there is & lrge up-front amownt
of s res=arch and analysis that must be done before long-term comenencdalization. potentl
oan b= mxploned.
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It is also important that soentific fedniques themsshes do not tripger spedfic benefit
expeciations, without an understanding of the iniended purpos= of & techrigue. For ssample,
whole pemome s=quending of & bacterial Z=nome is ofb=n necessary for besic biologiol reseanch
bo answer guestions about metabolizm and physiology.

One prosider country imdicebed that DR sequencing, no matter what the purpose, could trigmer
oommercalization inb=nt and the resuling commencisl benefit sxpeciations. This is soentifically
inaccurate and would undoubbedly Teste & Talse supedistion. Instesd, ABS could be used o
trigger joint wenbures and promote other mesns to share [monetany] benefits

Thers were also comments reabsd to some issues for provider countries. For insmnce, it was
recognized that penakies for non-comipliance should be in place, in & proportionabs manmer, and
that control should rot b= 8 problem if conditions sre ciear in the MAT. it wes highighted that the
benefit sharing could be both ways; e, the user should be able to 5=t & contract with clarity
Users shouwld when necessary get advice from their own institution about the tarms.

it was advise=d not to use CBD language in contracts, but mone approoriabes to write legally binding
corbracts, with legal languags.

Whien discussing the s=veral ootions osTently offersd to soenkist when agreeing on FIEC and BT,
it was recommended, for insmnos, not o sign & lether sying that the penetic resource will neser
b= wsad oy & third party, or for comemendial uses, as this might be an instbutionsl decission.

In genersl, institutionsl projects will be bether off in getting soo=ss to genetic resources, than
projecis caried ot by individual nessardhers, fior which transaction costs might beooeme too high.
Thiss, it appesrs that in the coming yesrs, projecis wnderinken by individual researcher will
bemome mors and mone difficul bo undertaie.

The workshop members alo smphasized the imporianos of oonsiderng the conbet of the
proposed nessspoh project before selecting benefits from the Est There is & ciear dedsion point by
e.g. assescing the funding source.  For non-comimercal public ressarch the uitimabe funding
objective i to serve the prester public good. For commerdal or forprofit enterprisss, the
objective is o ufimately oeste value (and prodit] for sherepolders. Thus in the former mse
benefits such as apecty bullding, treining in nesearch Iabormatories, stbepdenos of conferences
and workshops, transfer of Inowiedze, stc are oomimon, sipeched and waluable berstits that can
mocrue mt nelskively earky time points. At laber stages, co-authaoring scientific publications, sharing
of resulks with the ressarch community snd Zethng into dislogue with them, sne mesium-term
bemefits.

It was slso supgested, afthough mot thorowshiy disoussed, thet sates should regulske expectabions
o [benefits for the prosd der oountry, 85 in gereral benefits will rebch the funder intention

In the same wery, it was sl sugmested that it might be worth helping counitries o convert oumenit
permits, where they are used, to explictly S=ie PIC and MAT by idenbfying ey parts of what is
required in Art 17.4 in the NP Model comireds and MTAS will certzindy help to decnease
admirisiration oosts, and fadiiabe =achange of meterial

The growp also disoessed the varying time soales apd statistical prodenilities of benefit accruals,
which should inform supectations and hopes for benefits of both parties. Mormally only st lsber
stnres and after signifi;nt imeestment oosts and process development can potsntal mmmerdally
products be put onio the maroet. Whike from this poink in time on monetary benefits mighk
BOCTUE, MON-moretsry bepefits such as participation in the production and marketing processes
[wihich sgmin lesd to capacity Duilding) might slso be of imporiancs.

Finally, it was also moted that for benefit sharing to work, it is important to know who should
recognize the benefits, and with whom you negotiste them, as these entities should be highly
alignsd, if nok the samie.

Page 5



UNEP/CBD/NP/COP-MOP/2/INF/11
Page 6

MNagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing:
Recent Developments and the ABS Clearing Howse

Valeriz Normand from the CBD Secretsrist informed the participants abowt the main actvities
developed by the Seoretariat to support the operetionalization of the MP, and adootion by countries
to the WP 62 ratifications and 52 signatures, at the moment of the workshop. In relation to the ABS-
CH she explsined thak its Zoal is to feolitste the implementation of the HF and the =achamgs of
relevant information on acoess, benefit-sharing and compliance. |t is &n online resource registering
two types of information, national records and referenos records. Thus there is the possiility for all
to comtribute. Furthermore, it will be the place where the Intermational Recogrized Certificate of
Complianoe (IRCC) s published; a tool that will help to monitor the utilization of SA- Also, the ABS-CH
willl ko publish non-confidential information on utilzation produced by national Chedipoints.

New developments in technology: the role of Information

The aft=rmoon session of day 1 ended with & presentation by Prof. Dr. Gabriels M. Edrig from the
Institute fromn Pharmaceutical Biology, University of Bonn. She showed that two thirds of rew drugs
are still derived from natural products. Theough some precticsl examples from the litersturs, she
=nplained how Senstc erginEEring., using biotechnology, is ussd to produce drug precursars, but can
take many years (neardy 10 years in the example pres=nted). She showed how Dio-synthetic
mpounds derived from plants or terrestrisal mioo-organisms can be produced, through seny
intensioe mnd complex research work, always resding some bickogical precursors or Dio-platforms,
and =ntailing seversl steps before Sry drug development can take place. Another slmaost unexplonsd
r=alm is the oo=sn and is micro-organisms, very few of which can be cultivetsd with existent
technigues.

&5 for the developments in the next 20 yesrs or mors, it is expected thak Dio-nformatics tools may
help to manage biz data that will be produced by new peneration sequencing, which will probabily
allow global access to menetic respunces. Positive outputs of thess developments will be, for instance,
Epe=ne therspy.  Im her talk she siso mede = strong point about kow she enjoyed Sourcing e retic
resources from other oountries, working in partnership, and had many sbudsnts working in her aos
|capacity building], buwt that increasingly for her sdenos research she didn't need to do that, and i
prowider oountries socess legsistion became too complex this would stop (=nd o0 would the capecty
nuiding|. Finally she concluded by swying thet we are still far from b=ing able to synthesize large
DNA molecules, =t alone large organisms.

A ponel composed af . Desreeth, M. Weigend, K Holm-Mdller, M. do Silve and G. Kdnig, commented
as jofilows

+  Srience poss fasher that regulations. As an emamals, prices for ssquendng hee pone from 3
thousand to 3 osnts, making the uss of moleosar techhigues much more aocessible. Another
examiphe is deta provision [mege-data), whens it will b2 difficult to dedde for instance who will be
the provider.
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+  The Negoya Protoool, iegally covenng only fEnsbic resources and traditional inowiedse associated
with genetic resouroes, will be therefore be ouidetsd, as some technologies such a5 bicsynthesis
are reot suffidently covened. Furthesmons, although some traditonsl lnowisdse n be skl ept
seret, A lanme amount of TE is already in the public domain. Some provider oountry retional
lesisizkion may desl with aooess ko informretion.

+  Ifthe sdentific community oowld come up with solutions,

- Fwill be key bo consider aspects of benefft sharing,

-  Capacty bullding showld be nesponsibility of the reseanch community

- And should be aligred with the conservetion ard sustainable use included in national pisns.

- R will be kry to building trust with provider oounkries, to snsure that national kegisiation or
terms in permits refating to infonmation aooess, use and supply, i worksble.

+  Amother angle o oonsider will be 8 mukilstersl system s that potential monetary bepefits of 2
these new developments that have not been ovwered by the MNP oould be directed to & fund to be
used in resemrch, capacity building and other types of benefit shanng. (This is 8 concept that is
raized in Articke 10 of NP and needs to be expiored further by the Fariss)

Recommendations
By way of conclusion, the partidpants agreed on putting together 8 group of recommendations to
somehow summarize the anakysis made during the tao days and to foster further disouession s around
the subject of co=ss and benefit sharing within amdemia.

a) To scientists and the scientific community

" Inorease fOCUS ON NON-TOnEtary bepsfits (2.2, share nowisdze]. partioularty in algnmesnt with
provider counkry NESAPs snd other nelevant policy priorties.

#"  Infoern yoursell on ks and procedunes on obtaiming, usng and transfemng misterial

#  Eesk informiation on national contacts, lwaT and regulstions on the AES CH.

#  Contnd your l=gal or techrodsry transfer depariment oF eRsure your instbotion kas soosss to
refeyant expert iegal advice.

+  Develop consistent MTS snd, where approprigts, seek achive involverrent of the Associstion of
University Technodogy Managers'

#  Hegotate frsmework agresments (with clear use statements).

#" Obtain l=zal certainky over permitted wse of meterial to condwct resesnch

# 30 to couniries with clear AES procsdunes

#"  Take robe that aocess kegisiation of the prowider counbny and ks in the: wser oouniry meay differ
in soope aned mey tigger different |reporting] obligations for the user:

+ Disdose source of origin of geretic nescurces and associsted TE when publishing artides and if
subsmitting an apniication fior patemt

+  Communicste to peers to share and ris: swareness on B reguistions

+  Shaome codes of conduct with peers.

*  Partidpate in policy development with mosvernment agendes and with soentific assodations

¢  Develop model condractusl clvases snd shars thoss cluses; thene 5 8 need for sEncdendzed
confdrsctusl Cluses.

! see bidpevearw mutm et Home tm
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+  Int=rrational collschions open to showosse developing countries peretic resources prosided
undier SB5 aEreements bo benefit soence and devweloning oountries.

b) Owerall recommendations

L

i. For policp-makers/ provider and user countries:

Establishi ciear tmelines for issuing parmits for research, after applcation submission.

Simpler and quidosr permil processes mskes OManiries more sttractive to fonsign resesrchers.
Consider bindogy of all Bving ongmnism:s including thase imisibie, kniosam to soence anky by DA,
Whenever possible, darify definithons or disosss the conorebe apolicstion  of terms sudh Bs
“reseanch and cevelopment”, and “uhilization”.

Clarify procedures for chamge of intenk, use snd the need to reregotiste FIC with provider
{=spedally need to establish who has the r=sponsibility to noktify change of intent).

To include key pleyers [such ac researchers and their representstive bodies] in the process of
pedicy developrret

To agres on stAandardized approaches, on & sectoral or cakegoncal basis, for Emplementstion of
Artide 2a of the Kagoys Protocol. Encourage this ot nexd COP-ROP.

Clesr hermonizybon Detaveen user and provider counkres bo respect ABS, is highly nesded for
complianoe and dues diligence.

ii. For MF Parties desiring to submit information to AB5-CH

Countries are sncouwazed to provide informeton to AES-CH, it possible, on & decision-tree
desoribing the procses to foliow to obksim PIC snd BAT for acoess to GR [work fiov)

Couniries e encoursged bo provide information to the A85-0H on whether aocess o GR (and
relsted taditionsl knowiedge] i restricked\conkrolied or not under any los or regulstion in the
country, &ven if not designed to manage Acoecs under the Magoya Protocol.

Countries that do nok require any ABS pesrit or PIC ought bo post & siatement on the ARSCH o
this effisct or provide written oonfirmation on reques;

Indusds when AES legsiation was made available to ABSCH, imcluding when legiskstion
susequentty superseded was added, amended or remiowed©

iii. For EU funding agencies

Implemerrmtion of EU regulstion is not free — there is 2 nesd to @i into account trensaction
Costs and provide specfic funding.
EU o estanlish & help desic for resesnchers

¥ Artich 1407 (m] of the Mazos Frotoood requires the posting of up-to-dete ABS lesicistion. This suzgestion
e rak omntrsdict it it mesns that the AESTH shiould stake the history and dvnges in legisibion, soasta
prowide ertminty nelaked o timee.
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¢} Overall unresolved fopen issues that require darification

+ How to desl with DMA sequendng in non-oommercal research. DHA sequences for non-
oo resral nesearch, ane subject to srosss permits®

+ How to dead [in prectoe] with third perty restrictions in the common sOentific practios of
specimien exchange®

+ ‘Where is the boundary between nor-commeercalfbasic resesrch and commerdal 2pphotions?

+  Clarity the meaning of “ressarch and development ™

+  How to oope with the fack that soenoe is developing faster than legal systemes oan responid.

+  Linhiiffy is multHeyered: individuals, instititions, thind perties®

+  How o deal with user/provider muniry begisiabions i they do not match in soopeT

+ MBS systems should ako tske into scoount the specfic usesfutilzation/desling with micro-
ofganisms (mnimel or plank SR focused wses Mgy nok shamys be relevnk|

+  Creste certainky: help users |soentists] to undaerstend S reguintions or amy other rotions’ ang
regionai regukahions.

+  What to do with and how to protec: TE part “wrongly™ slready in the: public domrein?

+  How 1o assess the sdequacy of country measunes against NF coligetions |oomplisnce with NP)T

< What iz the lzgal st=kus of oollsctions?

+  EU regulstions: how complete sre they regarding non-commental resssrch? |5 it sdequekely

coeered?

The complete report can oe found in the ABS Cleaning House:
hitpss )/ fansoh chd. inkfsesnch/ reference-recond s/ VLR | ABSCH-VLR-5CED-206685




