
DECISION III/1 Pending issues arising from the work of the second | meeting of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Having considered paragraphs 4 and 16 of the financial rules for the administra-
tion of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity and paragraph
1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for meetings of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Decides to transmit to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, for
further consideration, paragraph 4 of the financial rules as contained in the
annex to the present decision;

2. Also decides to transmit to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties,
for further consideration, paragraph 16 of the financial rules as contained in
annex II of decision II/20, entitled “Financing of and budget for the Convention”,
contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/19.

3. Further decides to transmit to its fourth meeting for further consideration
paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for meetings of the Conference
of the Parties.

ANNEX

“It is for the Conference of the Parties to determine the scale referred to in para-
graph 3(a) above. The scale is based on the United Nations scale of assessments for
the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations [adjusted to provide that
no developing country Party shall be required to pay more than any developed
country Party]. This scale of assessments shall apply unless amended by the Con-
ference of the Parties. The contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) shall be due
on 1 January of each calendar year.”

Appendix
Financial Rules For The Administration Of The Trust Fund 
For The Convention On Biological Diversity68

1. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention shall designate an organiza-
tion (hereinafter referred to as the Trustee) which shall establish and manage the
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Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity (hereinafter referred to as
the Trust Fund) in accordance with these rules.

2. The Trust Fund shall be used for funding the administration of the Convention,
including the functions of the Secretariat.

3. The Trust Fund shall be financed from:

(a) Contributions made by Parties to the Convention based on the scale set
forth in the appendix to the budget;

(b) Additional contributions made by such Parties;

(c) Contributions from States not Parties to the Convention, as well as govern-
mental, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and other
sources.

4. It is for the Conference of the Parties to determine the scale referred to in para-
graph 3(a) above. The scale is to be based on the United Nations scale of assess-
ments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations [adjusted to
provide that no developing country Party shall be required to pay more than any
developed country Party]. This scale of assessments shall apply unless amended by
the Conference of the Parties. The contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) shall
be due on 1 January of each calendar year.

5. All contributions shall be paid in United States dollars or their equivalent in a
convertible currency and into a bank account to be specified by the Trustee. In con-
version of currencies into United States dollars, the United Nations operational rate
of exchange shall be used.

6. Accounting records shall be kept in such currency or currencies as the Trustee
deems necessary.

7. (a) Budget proposals expressed in United States dollars covering the expen-
diture and income from contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) above shall
be prepared by the head of the Secretariat (hereinafter referred to as the Exec-
utive Secretary) for periods of two calendar years at the minimum. At least 90
days before the date fixed for the opening of each ordinary meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties, these budget proposals shall be dispatched by the
Executive Secretary to all Parties to the Convention.

(b) The budget shall, in accordance with rule 16, be approved by the Conference
of the Parties and, if necessary, be revised at an ordinary or extraordinary meet-
ing of the Parties.

8. Contributions referred to in paragraphs 3(b) and (c) shall be used in accor-
dance with any terms and conditions agreed between the Executive Secretary and
the respective contributor. At each ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Par-
ties, the Executive Secretary shall present a report on contributions received and
expected as well as their sources, amounts, purposes and conditions.

9. The Executive Secretary may commit resources against the Trust Fund only if
such commitments are covered by contributions already received. In the event that
the Trustee anticipates that there might be a shortfall in resources over the financial
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period as a whole, it shall notify the Executive Secretary, who shall adjust the bud-
get so that expenditures are at all times fully covered by contributions received.

10. The Trustee, on the advice of the Executive Secretary, may make transfers from
one budget line to another within the budget in accordance with the Financial Reg-
ulations and Rules of the United Nations.

11. Contributions referred to in paragraph 3(a) above from States and regional
economic integration organizations that become Parties to the Convention after the
beginning of a financial period shall be made pro rata temporis for the balance of
that financial period. Consequent adjustments shall be made at the end of each
financial period for other Parties.

12. Contributions not immediately required for the purposes of the Trust Fund
shall be invested, and any interest so earned shall be credited to the Trust Fund.

13. It is for the Conference of the Parties and the Trustee to agree on an admin-
istrative support charge to be paid to the Trustee.

14. At the end of each calendar year, the Trustee shall transfer any balance to the
following calendar year and submit to the Conference of the Parties, through the
Executive Secretary, the certified and audited accounts for that year as soon as prac-
ticable. The Trust Fund shall be subjected to the internal and external auditing pro-
cedure of the United Nations as laid down in the Financial Regulations and Rules
of the United Nations.

15. In the event that the Conference of the Parties decides to terminate the Trust
Fund, a notification to that effect shall be presented to the Trustee at least six
months before the date of termination selected by the Conference of the Parties.
The Conference of the Parties shall decide, in consultation with the Trustee, on the
distribution of any unspent balance after all liquidation expenses have been met.

[16A. The Parties shall reach agreement by consensus on:

(a) The scale and any subsequent revision to it;

(b) The budget.]

[16B. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on the budget by con-
sensus. If all efforts to reach consensus on the budget have been exhausted and no
agreement has been reached, the budget shall, as a last resort, be adopted by a
[two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the Parties present and voting representing
a [two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the developing country Parties present
and voting and a [two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the other Parties pre-
sent and voting.]

17. Any amendments to these rules shall be adopted by the Conference of the Par-
ties by consensus. 
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DECISION III/2 Report and recommendations of the second meeting of | the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/3 Use of languages in the meetings of the Subsidiary | Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/3/3,

1–2. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

3. Decides that the meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice will be held in the six official languages of the United
Nations and that the modus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Tech-
nical and Technological Advice will be modified accordingly;

4. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

DECISION III/4 Clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate | technical and scientific cooperation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision I/3 of the Conference of Parties, that a clearing-house mechanism
should be established, in accordance with Article 18, paragraph 3 of the Con-
vention, to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation,

Recalling also decision II/3 of the Conference of Parties on the development of the
clearing-house mechanism through the establishment of a pilot phase for 1996-
1997 and related activities to promote technical and scientific cooperation,

Having examined the note by the Executive Secretary, contained in document
UNEP/CBD/COP/3/4, which emphasizes the main features of the operational
framework of the pilot phase of the clearing-house mechanism, namely, informa-
tion linking and organization, visualization and the decision support function,

Noting that progress made to date in the implementation of the pilot phase has
produced valuable insights as to the future development of the clearing-house
mechanism and concerned that it is now time for these initial experiences to be
brought together and advanced in a systematic manner so as to ensure that the
clearing-house mechanism is expeditiously implemented in accordance with the
expectations of the Parties,
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Noting also:

(a) The crucial part played by technical and scientific cooperation on all aspects
of biological diversity, including taxonomy and transfer of technology, in ensur-
ing the capacity of the clearing-house mechanism to play an important role in
the implementation of the Convention; 

(b) The need for the clearing-house mechanism to be clearly focused on the
implementation of the Convention;

(c) The need for the clearing-house mechanism activities to include information
exchange modalities additional to the Internet to ensure the participation of
Parties without Internet access;

(d) The need for capacity-building for the purposes of the clearing-house mecha-
nism in developing countries, including training on information systems tech-
nologies that will allow developing countries to take advantage of the recent
developments in electronic communication, including the Internet;

(e) The advantages of country-driven pilot projects focused on priority areas iden-
tified by the Conference of Parties which would enable developing countries to
begin to implement the main features of the pilot phase of the clearing-house
mechanism,

1. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

2. Requests the Global Environment Facility to support the activities referred to
in paragraphs (d) and (e) above as critical components in the implementation of the
clearing-house mechanism at the national, subregional and regional levels, includ-
ing in the pilot phase;

3. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

4. Also requests Governments and other bilateral and multilateral funding insti-
tutions, as far as possible and as appropriate, to provide funding for capacity-build-
ing related to the implementation of the clearing-house mechanism;

5. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

6. Emphasizes that the key characteristics of the clearing-house mechanism are,
inter alia, that it should be compatible with national capacities, needs-driven and
decentralized in nature, should provide access to meta-data, should provide sup-
port to the decision-making process, and should to the extent possible involve the
private sector;

7. Recommends that the clearing-house mechanism should disseminate, in addi-
tion to scientific and technical information, information on policy and management
issues relevant to the implementation of the Convention;

8. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

9. Recognizes that ownership of all information made available through the clear-
ing-house mechanism shall remain with the provider of the information;

10. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

—
463

DECISIONS III/2–III/4

D
E

C
IS

IO
N

S

X



11. Recommends that one important role of the clearing-house mechanism at the
national level should be to provide relevant information linkages to the national focal
points and relevant thematic focal points, in order to facilitate the fair and equitable
sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. Linkages to
patent offices in each country for up-to-date information on new patent registrations
and patents in the public domain provide an example of one mechanism;

12. Recommends that the work of the clearing-house mechanism at the interna-
tional level focus on providing thematic focal points for linking to the activities at
the national and regional level;

13. Recognizes that close cooperation is needed with other conventions and
agreements, and requests the Secretariat to identify those activities and organiza-
tions which could support the clearing-house mechanism, and to provide appro-
priate advice to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice at its next meeting;

14. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

15. Requests all Parties to designate their clearing-house mechanism national focal
points and make them operational as soon as possible;

16. Requests those Parties with access to the Internet to connect their national
clearing-house mechanism homepage to the Secretariat’s clearing-house mechanism
homepage on the Internet, where possible, and further requests the Executive Sec-
retary and partners to collaborate on the provision of advice to Parties and others
on, inter alia, the necessary layout and system specifications.

DECISION III/5 | Additional guidance to the financial mechanism

The Conference of the Parties,

Bearing in mind Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention,

Underlining the importance of paragraphs 1 and 4 of Article 20 of the Convention,

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 6 of decision II/6,

Recalling paragraph 6 of decision II/7, which emphasizes the importance of
capacity-building and requests the interim financial mechanism under the con-
vention to facilitate the urgent implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Con-
vention by making available to developing country Parties financial resources for
projects in a flexible and expeditious manner,

Recognizing that the Global Environment Facility, as stated in its Operational Prin-
ciples for Development and Implementation of its Work Programme will maintain
sufficient flexibility to respond to changing circumstances, including evolving guid-
ance of the Conference of the Parties and experience gained from monitoring and
evaluation activities,
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Recognizing further that the Global Environment Facility, in its operational criteria
for enabling activities for biodiversity, anticipates that these criteria will need to be
reviewed and revised on the basis of early implementation experience, as necessary,

Recognizing progress made by the Global Environment Facility, in particular, con-
cerning the Global Environment Facility decisions on medium-sized projects and
enabling activities,

Recognizing also difficulties encountered with the application of the Operational
Strategy of the Global Environment Facility, the project appraisal process, the appli-
cation of the criteria for determining incremental costs and the procedures applied
by the Implementing Agencies,

Recognizing further the need for a balanced implementation of the provisions of
the Convention,

Taking note of the report of the Global Environment Facility to the third meeting
of the Conference of the Parties, in which information was provided on the
efforts to ensure that funding of its activities is in conformity with the policy, strat-
egy, eligibility criteria and programme priorities of the Conference of the Parties,
and in particular, the expedited procedures adopted for enabling activities in the
biodiversity focal area,

1. Urges the Implementing Agencies of the Global Environment Facility to
enhance cooperation to increase efforts to improve the processing and delivery sys-
tems of the Global Environment Facility;

2. Decides to provide the following additional guidance to the Global Environment
Facility in the provision of financial resources in conformity with decisions I/2 and
II/6 of the first and second meetings of the Conference of the Parties. In this regard,
the Global Environment Facility shall provide financial resources to developing coun-
tries for country-driven activities and programmes, consistent with national priori-
ties and objectives, recognizing that economic and social development and poverty
eradication are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries:

(a) For capacity-building in biosafety, including for the implementation by devel-
oping countries of the UNEP International Technical Guidelines on Safety in
Biotechnology;

(b) For capacity-building, including taxonomy, to enable developing countries to
develop and carry out an initial assessment for designing, implementing and
monitoring programmes in accordance with Article 7, taking into account the
special need of small island States (Note: The Conference of the Parties
endorsed recommendation II/2 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical
and Technological Advice, concerning capacity-building for taxonomy);

(c) For supporting, as a priority, efforts for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity important to agriculture, in accordance with decision 3/11;

(d) For supporting the following activities as critical components in the imple-
mentation of the clearing-house mechanism at the national, subregional and
regional levels, including in the pilot phase, to which critical components the
Global Environment Facility shall give effect by implementing its revised —
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operational criteria for enabling activities in relation to the clearing-house
mechanism as quickly as possible:

(i) capacity-building for the purpose of the clearing-house mechanism,
including training in information systems technologies that will
allow developing countries to take advantage of the recent devel-
opments in electronic communication, including the Internet;

(ii) country-driven pilot projects, focused on priority areas identified
by the Conference of the Parties which would enable developing
countries to begin to implement the main features of the
pilot-phase of the clearing-house mechanism;

3. Reconfirms the importance of the Global Environment Facility’s support for
incentive measures, guidance for which was contained in Annex I to decision I/2,
paragraph 4(i), taking note of decision III/18;

4. Urges the Global Environment Facility, along with Governments, regional eco-
nomic integration organizations, and competent international, regional and
national organizations, to support human and institutional capacity-building
programmes for Governments, non-governmental organizations and local and
indigenous communities, as appropriate, to promote the successful development
and implementation of legislative, administrative and policy measures and guid-
ances on access to genetic resources, including scientific, technical, business, legal
and management skills and capacities;

5. Requests the Global Environment Facility to examine the support of capacity-
building projects for indigenous and local communities embodying traditional
lifestyles related to the preservation and maintenance of their knowledge, inno-
vations and practices relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biolog-
ical diversity with their prior informed consent and their participation;

6. Requests the Global Environment Facility, in preparing projects in conformity
with the Conference of the Parties guidance on policy, strategy, programme prior-
ities and eligibility criteria, to include in such projects, when relevant to the project’s
objectives and consistent with national priorities, project components addressing:

(a) Targeted research which contributes to conservation of biological diversity and
the sustainable use of its components including research for reversing current
trends of biodiversity loss and species extinction;

(b) Promotion of the understanding of the importance of, and measures required
for, the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; 

7. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

DECISION III/6 | Additional financial resources

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Article 21, paragraph 4, of the Convention, which states that “the Con-
tracting Parties shall consider strengthening existing financial institutions to pro-—
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vide financial resources for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diver-
sity”, as well as Article 20, paragraph 2,

Recalling also decision II/6, by which it requested the Executive Secretary to
explore possibilities to identify additional financial resources, to continue to
monitor the availability of additional financial resources, and to study character-
istics specific to biological diversity activities to allow the Conference of the Par-
ties to make suggestions to funding institutions on how to make their activities in
the area of biological diversity more supportive of the Convention,

Recognizing the importance of identifying alternative sources of funding in support
of the Convention, 

Taking note of elements contained in documents UNEP/CBD/COP/3/7 and UNEP/
CBD/COP/3/37,

1. Urges all funding institutions, including bilateral and multilateral donors as
well as regional funding institutions and non-governmental organizations, to
strive to make their activities more supportive of the Convention, taking into
account, inter alia, relevant elements contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/3/7;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To explore as soon as possible ways of collaborating with funding institutions
to facilitate these efforts to achieve greater support for the Convention; 

(b) [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore further possibilities for encour-
aging the involvement of the private sector in supporting the Convention’s objec-
tives;

4. Urges developed country Parties to cooperate in the development, where
possible, of standardized information on their financial support for the objectives
of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Where possible, these Parties should sub-
mit this information to the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
in their national reports;

5. Invites other funding institutions, including bilateral and multilateral donors
as well as regional funding institutions and non-governmental organizations, to
compile information on their financial support for the Convention and to provide
the Secretariat with such information;

6. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

DECISION III/7 Guidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the | financial mechanism

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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DECISION III/8 Memorandum of understanding between the Conference| of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
and the Council of the Global Environment Facility

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Recalling further decision 11/6 on financial resources and mechanism,

1. Adopts the Memorandum of Understanding contained in the annex to the pre-
sent decision;

2. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

ANNEX
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CONFERENCE OF 
THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND THE
COUNCIL OF THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY

Preamble

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (here-
inafter the Conference of the Parties) and the Council of the Global Environment
Facility (hereinafter the Council),

Recognizing the characteristics of the financial mechanism for the provision of
financial resources for the purposes of the Convention on Biological Diversity (here-
inafter the Convention) outlined in Article 21, paragraph 1, of the Convention, and
the provisions of Article 21, paragraph 2, of the Convention, which call upon the
Conference of the Parties to decide on the arrangements to give effect to Article 21,
paragraph 1, after consultation with the institutional structure entrusted with the
operation of the financial mechanism,

Recognizing further the willingness of the Global Environment Facility (hereinafter
GEF) to serve for the purposes of the financial mechanism for the implementation
of the Convention,

Recognizing that the financial mechanism shall function under the authority and
guidance of and be accountable to the Conference of the Parties for the purposes
of the Convention and that GEF as decided by the Conference of the Parties will
operate the financial mechanism of the Convention on an interim basis in accor-
dance with Article 39 of the Convention,

Having consulted with each other and taking into account the relevant aspects of
their governance structures as reflected in their constituent instruments, 

Have reached the following understanding:
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1. Purpose

1.1 The purpose of the present Memorandum of Understanding is to make pro-
vision for the relationship between the Conference of the Parties and the Council
in order to give effect to the provisions of Article 21, paragraph 1, of the Con-
vention and paragraph 26 of the GEF Instrument and, on an interim basis, in
accordance with Article 39 of the Convention.

2. Guidance from the Conference of the Parties

2.1 In accordance with Article 21 of the Convention, the Conference of the Parties
will determine the policy, strategy, programme priorities and eligibility criteria for
access to and utilization of financial resources available through the financial
mechanism, including monitoring and evaluation on a regular basis of such uti-
lization. GEF, in operating the financial mechanism under the Convention, will
finance activities that are in full conformity with the guidance provided to it by the
Conference of the Parties. For this purpose, the Conference of the Parties will com-
municate its guidance, and any revisions to such guidance as it may adopt, on the
following matters:

(a) Policy and strategy;

(b) Programme priorities;

(c) Eligibility criteria; 

(d) An indicative list of incremental costs;

(e) A list of developed country Parties and other Parties which voluntarily assume
the obligations of developed country Parties;

(f) Any other matter relating to Article 21, including periodic determination of the
amount of resources needed as detailed in paragraph 5 of this Memorandum.

2.2 The Council will communicate to the Conference of the Parties all relevant infor-
mation, including information on the projects in the area of biological diversity
funded by GEF outside the framework of the financial mechanism of the Convention.

3. Reporting

3.1 The Council will prepare and submit a report for each ordinary meeting of the
Conference of the Parties.

3.2 The reports will include specific information on how the GEF Council, its Sec-
retariat and its Implementing and Executing Agencies have applied the guidance
and implemented the policy, strategies, programme priorities and eligibility crite-
ria determined by the Conference of the Parties, as well as any other decision of the
Conference of the Parties communicated to GEF, under Article 21 of the Con-
vention. The Council should also report on its monitoring and evaluation activi-
ties concerning projects in the biodiversity focal area.
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3.3. In particular, the reports will provide detailed information on the GEF bio-
diversity focal area, including:

(a) Information on how GEF has responded to the guidance provided by the Con-
ference of the Parties as described by paragraph 2, including, where appro-
priate, through its incorporation in the GEF operational strategy and
operational programmes;

(b) The conformity of the approved work programmes with guidance of the Con-
ference of the Parties;

(c) A synthesis of the different projects under implementation and a listing of the
projects approved by the Council in the biodiversity focal area, as well as a
financial report with an indication of the financial resources allocated to these
projects;

(d) A list of project proposals submitted for approval to the Council, through the
GEF Implementing Agencies, by eligible Parties, including reporting on their
approval status and, in cases of projects not approved, the reasons therefore; 

(e) A review of the project activities approved by GEF and theiroutcomes, includ-
ing information on funding and progress in implementation; and 

(f) Additional financial resources leveraged by GEF for the implementation of the
Convention.

3.4 In order to meet the requirements of accountability to the Conference of the
Parties, reports submitted by the Council will cover all GEF-financed activities car-
ried out for the purpose of the Convention, whether decisions on such activities are
made by the Council or by the GEF Implementing and/or Executing Agencies. To
this end, the Council will make arrangements as might be necessary with the Imple-
menting Agencies regarding disclosure of information.

3.5 The Council will also provide information on other matters concerning the dis-
charge of its functions under Article 21, paragraph 1, as may be requested by the
Conference of the Parties. If the Council has difficulties in responding to any such
request, it will explain its concerns to the Conference of the Parties and the Con-
ference of the Parties and the Council will find a mutually agreed solution.

4. Monitoring and evaluation

4.1 The Conference of the Parties may raise with the Council any matter arising
from the reports received.

4.2 The funding decisions for specific projects should be agreed between the
developing country Party concerned and GEF in accordance with policy, strategy,
programme priorities and eligibility criteria established by the Conference of the
Parties. The GEF Council is responsible for approving the GEF work programmes.
If a Party considers that a decision of the Council regarding a specific project was
not made in compliance with the policies, programme priorities and eligibility cri-
teria established by the Conference of the Parties in the context of the Convention,
the Conference of the Parties should analyse the observations presented to it by the
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Party and take decisions on the basis of compliance with such policy, strategy, pro-
gramme priorities and eligibility criteria. In the event that the Conference of the
Parties considers that this specific project decision does not comply with the pol-
icy, strategy, programme priorities and eligibility criteria established by the Con-
ference of the Parties, it may ask the GEF Council for further clarification on the
specific project decision. 

4.3 As provided for in Article 21, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the Conference
of the Parties will periodically review the effectiveness of the financial mechanism
in implementing the Convention and communicate to the Council relevant deci-
sions taken by the Conference of the Parties as the result of such review, to improve
the effectiveness of the financial mechanism in assisting developing country Parties
to implement the Convention. 

5. Determination of funding requirements

5.1 In anticipation of the replenishment of GEF, the Conference of the Parties will
make an assessment of the amount of funds that are necessary to assist developing
countries, in accordance with the guidance provided by the Conference of the Par-
ties, in fulfilling their commitments under the Convention over the next GEF
replenishment cycle, taking into account:

(a) Article 20, paragraph 2, and Article 21, paragraph 1, of the Convention;

(b) Guidance to the financial mechanism from the Conference of the Parties
which calls for future financial resources;

(c) The information communicated to the Conference of the Parties in the
national reports submitted in accordance with Article 26 of the Convention; 

(d) National strategies, plans or programs developed in accordance with Article
6 of the Convention;

(e) Information communicated to the Conference of the Parties from GEF on the
number of eligible programmes and projects that were submitted to GEF, the
number that were approved for funding, and the number that were turned
down owing to lack of resources;

(f) Experience gained by those concerned in the implementation of projects.

5.2 On the occasion of each replenishment, GEF will, in its regular report to the
Conference of the Parties as provided for in paragraph 3 of this Memorandum of
Understanding, indicate how it has responded during the replenishment cycle to the
previous assessment by the Conference of the Parties prepared in accordance with
paragraph 5.1 and inform the Conference of the Parties of the conclusion of replen-
ishment negotiations.

5.3 On the basis of the report referred to in paragraph 5.2 of this Memorandum
of Understanding the Conference of the Parties will review the amount of funding
necessary for the implementation of the Convention, on the occasion of each
replenishment of the financial mechanism.
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6. Reciprocal representation

On a reciprocal basis, representatives of GEF will be invited to attend meetings
of the Conference of the Parties and representatives of the Convention will be
invited to attend meetings of GEF.

7. Inter-secretariat cooperation

The Secretariat of the Convention and the Secretariat of GEF will communicate and
cooperate with each other and consult on a regular basis to facilitate the effec-
tiveness of the financial mechanism in assisting developing country Parties to imple-
ment the Convention. In particular, the two secretariats will consult on the
project proposals under consideration for inclusion in a proposed work pro-
gramme, especially with regard to the consistency of the project proposals with the
guidance of the Conference of the Parties. Official documentation of GEF will be
made available to the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

8. Amendments

Any amendments to the present Memorandum of Understanding will be decided
upon by the Conference of the Parties and the Council in writing. 

9. Interpretation

If differences arise in the interpretation of the present Memorandum of Under-
standing, the Conference of the Parties and the Council will reach a mutually
acceptable solution.

10. Entry into effect

10.1 The present Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect upon
approval by the Conference of the Parties and by the Council. Either participant
may withdraw this Memorandum of Understanding at any time by written noti-
fication addressed to the other. The withdrawal will take effect six months after its
notification.

10.2 The withdrawal of this Memorandum of Understanding by either Party to this
Memorandum of Understanding shall not affect any projects considered and/or
approved in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding prior to the
withdrawal.
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DECISION III/9 | Implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Reaffirming the great importance of the development and implementation by all
Parties of national strategies, plans and programmes in accordance with Article 6
of the Convention,

Welcoming the work already undertaken by the Parties in implementing Article 6,

Recalling paragraph 5 of decision II/6, in which the Conference of the Parties
requested the interim institutional structure operating the financial mechanism to
facilitate urgent implementation of Article 6 of the Convention by making avail-
able to developing country Parties financial resources for projects in a flexible and
expeditious manner,

Recalling also that in decision II/17 the Conference of the Parties decided that the
first national reports by Parties would focus insofar as possible on measures taken
for the implementation of Article 6,

Reaffirming that Article 8 of the Convention sets out a clear framework of the nec-
essary elements for in situ conservation, which should be addressed in a coherent
manner,

Noting that the reduction in the number of species and the fragmentation and degra-
dation of ecosystems and habitats call not only for conservation but also for inter alia
sustainable use and restoration of habitats, including their biological diversity com-
ponents, together with other measures provided for by Article 8 of the Convention,

Noting the conclusions and recommendations of the United Nations-Norway
Conference on Alien Species, Trondheim, Norway, 1-5 July 1996, and suggesting
that Parties may wish to use these results in their implementation of Article 8(h) of
the Convention,

Believing that a central role of the clearing-house mechanism should be the shar-
ing of experiences and dissemination of information relevant to Articles 6 and 8,

Emphasizing that the compilation and dissemination under the Convention of
information relevant to the implementation of Articles 6 and 8 should complement
and enhance existing efforts, rather than duplicate them,

1. Stresses the need for Parties to ensure the cross-border coordination of their
respective strategies, on a bilateral as well as on a regional basis;

2. Urges Parties to include in their national plans or strategies and legislation mea-
sures for:

(a) The conservation of biological diversity both in situ and ex situ;

(b) The integration of biological diversity objectives in relevant sectoral policies in
order to achieve conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;

(c) The equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic resources;

3. Further urges Parties to submit their first national reports on time;
—
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4. Requests the interim financial mechanism under the Convention to make avail-
able to developing country Parties resources to enable them to facilitate urgent
implementation of paragraphs 2 and 3 above;

5. Encourages all Parties to set measurable targets in order to achieve biological
diversity conservation and sustainable use objectives;

6. Requests Parties to take action to achieve the restoration of habitats, includ-
ing their biological diversity components;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore ways of enhancing the collection
and dissemination to Parties of information on the implementation of Articles 6
and 8 by involving in a more regular and systematic fashion organizations already
concerned with the collection and dissemination of such information;

8. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

9. Recommends the development of a thematic approach in the further compi-
lation and dissemination of information on the implementation of Articles 6 and
8 and commends the inclusion of the following work areas within this approach:

(a) Methodologies to evaluate and mitigate threats to biological diversity;

(b) Ways to suppress or mitigate perverse or negative incentives having a delete-
rious effect on biological diversity;

(c) Alien species; and

(d) Protected areas;

10. Encourages the Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment and the
Invasive Species Specialist Group of the World Conservation Union to continue
their efforts to develop a global strategy and action plan to deal with the problem
of alien invasive species;

11. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

DECISION III/10 | Identification, monitoring and assessment

The Conference of the Parties,

Reaffirming the central importance of the implementation of Article 7 in ensuring
that the objectives of the Convention are met,

Stressing the fundamental role of taxonomy in identifying the components of bio-
logical diversity,

Recognizing the lack of taxonomic capacity in many countries,

Recognizing also the necessity of capacity-building to enable Parties to carry out
identification, monitoring and assessment within the remit of the Convention,

Noting the review of methodologies for assessment of biological diversity contained
in Annex I of document UNEP/CBD/COP/3/13 and the discussion of indicators
contained in Annex II of that document,—
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1. Urges Parties to identify indicators of biological diversity and to develop inno-
vative methods of implementing Article 7 as a high priority, in particular com-
mending the value of rapid biological diversity assessment approaches as an
efficient and cost-effective way of assessing biological diversity and identifying pri-
orities for action, and recognizing also the role of remote sensing as a useful tool
for monitoring;

2. Endorses the recommendation II/1 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Tech-
nical and Technological Advice concerning indicators, monitoring and assessment
of biological diversity;

3. Endorses the recommendation II/2 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Tech-
nical and Technological Advice concerning capacity-building for taxonomy;

4. Recommends that Parties consider a step-by-step approach to the implemen-
tation of Article 7, paying attention to the indicative list of categories of important
components of biological diversity set out in Annex I of the Convention, beginning
with the rapid implementation of Article 7(a) and the first part of Article 7(c), con-
cerning identification of important components of biological diversity and the
processes and categories of activities which have or are likely to have significant
adverse impacts on biological diversity;

5. Stresses, however, that such an approach should not preclude the timely
implementation of other Articles of the Convention, particularly Articles 6 and 8,
with respect to those components of biological diversity that have been identified;

6. Calls on Parties to cooperate on a voluntary pilot project to demonstrate the
use of successful assessment and indicator methodologies;

7. Also calls on Parties to prepare, where appropriate, reports on experiences on
the application of assessment methodologies and results from assessments and to
disseminate these reports by appropriate mechanisms such as the clearing-house
mechanism;

8. Recommends to Parties that they explore ways to make taxonomic informa-
tion housed in collections world-wide readily available, in particular to countries
of origin;

9. Instructs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice:

(a) To provide scientific advice and further guidance, through its thematic work
on ecosystems, to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to assist
in the national elaboration of Annex I of the Convention, using as guidance the
elaboration of the terms as set out in paragraphs 12–29 of document UNEP/
CBD/COP/3/12;

(b) Further to review methodologies for assessment of biological diversity and
make recommendations for their application to the fourth meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties; 

10. Requests the institutional structure of the interim financial mechanism of the
Convention to provide financial resources to developing countries in order to
address the need for capacity-building, including taxonomy, to enable them to
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develop and carry out an initial assessment for designing, implementing and
monitoring programmes in accordance with Article 7, taking into account the spe-
cial need of small island States.

SBSTTA RECOMMENDATION II/1:

AGENDA ITEM 3.1: Assessment of Biological Diversity and Methodologies for
Future Assessments

AGENDA ITEM 3.2: Identification, Monitoring and Assessment of
Components of Biological Diversity and of Processes that Have Adverse
Impacts

AGENDA ITEM 3.3: Review and Promotion of Indicators of Biological Diversity

1. General advice

1. There was broad agreement that agenda items 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 were inextri-
cably interlinked and should therefore be considered together. It was acknowledged
that the subject matter dealt with was highly complex and central to the Con-
vention, particularly with respect to Article 7 but also to other Articles such as 6,
8, 16, 25 and 26. The background documents prepared by the Secretariat (docu-
ments UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/2, UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/3, UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/
2/4) were generally considered to contain useful approaches to dealing with these
issues.

2. The importance of capacity-building, development and enhancement of insti-
tutions (and concomitant financial support) in assisting developing countries in all
aspect of their assessments was repeatedly emphasized.

3. The role the clearing-house mechanism should have in improving the flow of
information was stressed. The possible need to develop interim measures within the
clearing-house mechanism was raised.

4. It was noted that improvement of taxonomic knowledge was fundamental to
the development of indicators and assessments.

5. It was emphasized that the assessment of biological diversity was ultimately the
responsibility of each Party, so that national reporting should be the focus of assess-
ment efforts. When necessary, regional bodies should be called upon to provide
information to facilitate the assessment of biological diversity beyond national juris-
dictions. The question of how the Secretariat and the SBSTTA would deal with
national reports when they began to arrive was raised.

6. There was wide agreement that assessments should be: transparent; based on
scientific principles; based initially on existing knowledge; focused; pragmatic; cost-
effective; within a socio-economic context; management- or policy-oriented. Indi-
cators were recognized as being a vital aspect of such assessments with the
pressure-state-response framework being particularly useful. A distinction was
made between assessments of biological diversity itself and the assessment of the
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state of knowledge of biological diversity. The former was relevant principally at
the national level, the latter principally at regional and global levels.

7. Calls were made for development and refinement of guidelines for national
reporting. The UNEP country studies guidelines were mentioned in this context. The
desirability of harmonization was emphasized as this would allow comparisons with
similar ecosystems in different countries to be made, and also facilitate the devel-
opment of overviews such as the Global Biodiversity Outlook. The need to develop
a core set of indicators for national reporting which should be easily and widely
measurable and policy-relevant was raised. Initially, emphasis should be laid on indi-
cators already known to be successful. Traditional knowledge could play a valuable
role in the development of indicators, as well as in monitoring and assessment.

8. However, the need for flexibility in approach to assessment, national report-
ing and indicator development in response to widely varying ecological conditions
and national capacities was repeatedly raised. Regional or ecosystem approaches
to the development of guidelines and indicators were widely advocated and it was
noted that there was unlikely ever to be any one optimum method for assessment.
The annex to the document prepared by the Secretariat (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/2)
may be useful in this regard as it sets out a series of methodologies, allowing choice
of the most appropriate for a given set of circumstances.

9. A two-track approach to assessment and indicator development was suggested.
In the short term actual assessments should be carried out of sectors and compo-
nents of biological diversity which were already reasonably well-known and
understood; longer-term programmes involving research and capacity-building
should be developed in areas needing advances in knowledge.

10. The distinction was made between inventorying and assessment or monitor-
ing of biological diversity. The latter must be related to human impacts. It was also
noted that, although in themselves costly and difficult processes, inventories of bio-
logical diversity were more straightforward than assessment of impacts on and
changes to biological diversity. The latter required both improved knowledge and
long-term monitoring. Biosphere reserves were noted as being potentially extremely
valuable in the latter regard.

11. Coordination with related international conventions and processes was con-
sidered of great importance. This should serve to minimize duplication of effort.
In addition, experience gained in reporting to these could be used to develop guide-
lines for reporting and indicator development within the remit of the Convention
on Biological Diversity.

12. The desirability of preparing thematic assessments in line with the major
themes and specific needs of the Convention was underlined. In particular, fresh-
water ecosystems were widely recognized as being in urgent need of global assess-
ment. Calls for assessment of coastal and marine, grassland and wetland
ecosystems, in addition to those others mentioned in the Secretariat document
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/2), were also made.

13. The importance of assessing biological diversity in agricultural systems was
widely acknowledged. It was stressed that such an assessment should take into
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account the work of the FAO. It was noted that there exists an interdependence
between sustaining biological diversity and sustaining agriculture. It was also rec-
ognized that agricultural practices may affect biological diversity in agricultural
ecosystems in both negative and positive ways and that when individual activities
of many producers are considered in aggregate, the potential for significant offsite
impacts on biological diversity exists. Because agriculture takes place across
landscapes that often include other types of land-use, an improved understanding
of the role of agriculture in the overall context of a region is needed. 

14. It was also stressed that assessments of the status of biological diversity
should, as a matter of priority, be incorporated into regional and global resource
assessments as the basis for management decisions in sectors which had serious
impacts on the status of biological diversity, particularly those concerning marine,
agricultural and forest ecosystems. This would entail cooperation with agencies and
organizations responsible for regional and global resource assessments, such as the
FAO, and should operate with relevant conventions such as that covering strad-
dling and highly migratory fish stocks.

15. It was noted that coordinated thematic assessments by countries would allow
development of thematic overviews within the Global Biodiversity Outlook.

16. The proposed framework of processes and categories of activities that are or
are likely to have significant adverse impacts on biological diversity (paragraphs 39-
41 of document UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/3) received general support. A number of
specific recommendations for amendment or modification were made. Radioactive
contaminants were identified as an additional proximate threat, improper land
management was identified as an activity having adverse effects on biological diver-
sity, and national policy failure was considered an additional ultimate cause of
threats. In addition, it was noted that consumptive use of wild species could be a
contribution to conservation. It was suggested that assessments should be carried
out using this framework to set priorities, it being acknowledged that these pri-
orities would differ in different countries.

17. Some form of intersessional activity (for example a liaison group or informal
working group) was considered appropriate to examine issues such as development
of guidelines for national reporting and a review of indicator initiatives. It was also
suggested that indicators and monitoring should be considered together as a
standing item on the agenda of the SBSTTA.

2. Conclusions and recommendations

18. The SBSTTA recognizes the vital importance of monitoring and assessment of
biological diversity, particularly with regard to Article 7 of the Convention, and fur-
ther recognizes that the primary responsibility for undertaken monitoring and
assessment of biological diversity lies with individual Parties.

19. The SBSTTA advocates a two-track approach to assessment and indicator
development. In the short term, actual assessment should be carried out of sectors
and components of biological diversity which were already reasonably well-
known and understood. Use should, in particular, be made of indicators known to
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be operational. Longer-term programmes involving research and capacity-building
should be developed in areas needing advances in knowledge.

2.1. PRIORITY TASKS

20. The SBSTTA considered that the following tasks should be accorded a high
priority:

(i) Enhancing capacity-building, strengthening of institutions and
funding in developing countries to carry out identification, mon-
itoring and assessment within the remit of the Convention;

(ii) Development of the clearing-house mechanism to improve the flow
of information both from national reporting and from the inter-
national scientific community;

(iii) Development and refinement of national guidelines to include:
assessment and monitoring methodologies; indicators; thematic
approaches; definition and clarification of terms; recommendations
for harmonization;

(iv) Provision of a critical review of methodologies for inventory and
assessment along the lines of that provided in Annex 1 of document
UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/2;

(v) Development of a core set of indicators for national reports.
Such indicators should in the first instance be based on those
which are known to be operational;

(vi) Development of indicators in thematic areas important to the Con-
vention, particularly coastal and marine ecosystems (including
mangroves), agricultural biological diversity, forests and freshwater
ecosystems;

(vii) Development of an indicative framework of processes and cate-
gories of activities that are or are likely to have significant adverse
impacts on biological diversity;

(viii) Development of methods to strengthen links between natural
resource assessments and assessments of biological diversity by
introducing biological diversity dimensions into resource assess-
ments, including assessments of forests, land resources, soils and
marine living resources.

21. The SBSTTA noted that development of a core set of indicators would entail
a review of current approaches to indicator development and development of indi-
cators in thematic areas important to the Convention.

22. The SBSTTA considered that the following tasks were also important:

(i) Development of regional- or ecosystem-based guidelines for
assessments;

(ii) Preparation of thematic assessments of knowledge and status of
biological diversity on one or more of the following ecosystems:
freshwater; coastal and marine; forests and woodlands; montane
systems; rangelands, arid and semi-arid lands; grasslands; wet-
lands; agricultural systems; —
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(iii) Establishment of the costs and benefits of the conservation of bio-
logical diversity and its sustainable use;

(iv) Assistance in preparation of the Global Biodiversity Outlook;
(v) Elaboration and further interpretation of the terms in Annex I of

the Convention, as discussed in detail in document UNEP/CBD/
SBSTTA/2/3;

(vi) Development of a review of methods for monitoring activities
which have or may have adverse impacts on biological diversity,
particularly with regard to pressure indicators and to the socio-
economic context of the use of biological diversity as well as the
impact from technology including biotechnology. Such a review
should include options for mitigating the effects of these activities.

2.2. PROPOSED SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

23. In response to these priorities, the SBSTTA recommends to the Conference of
the Parties that the Executive Secretary be requested to produce in consultation
with a liaison or expert group, and for consideration by the next SBSTTA:

(i) A guideline report to assist Parties in addressing these issues.
Such a report should contain an elaboration of assessment
methodologies for meeting the requirements of the Convention,
taking into account the contents of those national reports already
prepared and reports to other conventions and international
processes. Such a report should also contain: information on
indicators and monitoring techniques; definitions and clarification
of terms and recommendations for harmonization. Preparation of
the guidelines should not delay production of national reports
already in progress;

(ii) A list of options for consideration by the SBSTTA for capacity-
building in developing countries in the application of guidelines
and indicators for subsequent national reports;

(iii) A listing of current approaches to indicator development to be
tabled at the next meeting of the SBSTTA and recommendations
for a preliminary core set of indicators of biological diversity, par-
ticularly those related to threats.

24. The SBSTTA recommends that the Conference of the Parties request that any
guidelines or other products so produced be peer-reviewed by a roster of experts
and competent institutions. 

25. The SBSTTA also recommends to the Conference of the Parties that the
Executive Secretary be requested to initiate consultation with other regional and
global organizations, particularly the FAO, involved in assessments of biological
resources within relevant economic sectors, to attempt to ensure that biological
diversity is included in resource assessments undertaken by these regional and
global organizations with the aim of influencing management decisions.

26. In view of the complexity of these issues and their central importance in the
implementation of the Convention, the SBSTTA recommends that indicators, assess-
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ment and monitoring should be considered together as a standing item on the agenda
of the SBSTTA.

RECOMMENDATION II/2

AGENDA ITEM 3.4: Practical Approaches for Capacity-Building for Taxonomy

The SBSTTA,

Recalling paragraph 7 of decision II/8, which requested the second meeting of the
SBSTTA to address the issue of the lack of taxonomists that are required for Par-
ties to implement the Convention and to advise the Conference of the Parties at its
third meeting on ways and means to overcome this problem, taking into account
existing studies and ongoing initiatives while adopting more practical direction of
taxonomy linked to bio-prospecting and ecological research on conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity and its components,

Recognizing that biological collections are the basis of taxonomy and are also
sources of genetic resources,

Having examined the note by the Secretariat (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/2/5) and find-
ing an extraordinary level of agreement that enhanced taxonomic capacity is a sine
qua non for the implementation of the Convention,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties consider the following:

1. There is a scarcity of taxonomists, taxonomic collections, and institutional
facilities, and there is a need to take measures to alleviate this situation worldwide,
to facilitate and assist countries in implementing the Convention on Biological
Diversity. In particular, national institutions and regional and subregional networks
should be established or strengthened and linkages enhanced with taxonomic insti-
tutions in developing and developed countries. In strengthening the taxonomic
base, consideration must be given to the information needs for bio-prospecting,
habitat conservation, sustainable agriculture and the sustainable utilization of bio-
logical resources.

2. Capacity-building for taxonomy should be linked to the effective implemen-
tation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, particularly the national identi-
fication of areas of high diversity; improving the understanding of ecosystem
functioning; giving priority to threatened taxa, taxa that are or may be of value to
humanity, and those with potential use as biological indicators for conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity.

3. Development of guidelines and programme priorities for funding, including for
the financial mechanism under the Convention, should take account of the specific
needs for capacity-building in taxonomy to serve areas such as bio-prospecting,
habitat conservation and the sustainable use of biological diversity. Such support
should recognize the need for adequate, long-term housing of collections and
records and long-term research.
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4. For new taxonomists to be recruited, there is a need to provide employment
opportunities. It is urgent that Parties take this need into consideration and inte-
grate it into the programme of capacity-building.

5. Where appropriate, national taxonomic needs assessment and action plans
should be developed by setting national priorities, mobilizing available institutional
resources, and identifying available funds. Countries could benefit from regional
and subregional collaboration.

6. The importance of establishing regional and subregional training programmes
was recognized. Attention should also be given to the training of specialists,
parataxonomists, and technicians in this field. The field of taxonomy must be inte-
grated with training activities such as biological monitoring and assessments. Max-
imum use should be made of existing institutions and those organizations active in
these fields.

7. There is an urgent need to make the information on existing taxonomic
knowledge, including information about the taxa in worldwide collections, avail-
able to countries of origin.

8. Taxonomic information to assist capacity-building in taxonomy should be
included within the clearing-house mechanism. The taxonomic work embodied in
existing archives and inventories, field guides and publications needs to be updated
and readily accessible through worldwide services and the duplication of work
already conducted should be avoided.  The dissemination of information should
further the objectives of the Convention and be linked to user needs. This sharing
of information will require greater international collaboration. It should also be rec-
ognized that traditional taxonomic systems offer a valuable perspective on bio-
logical diversity and should be considered part of the total taxonomic knowledge
base at national, regional and subregional levels. 

9. Since taxonomy generally involves the use of biological collections, those con-
cerned should consider the adoption of mutually agreed upon material transfer
agreements or equivalent instruments in accordance with the provisions of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity for exchange of biological specimens and infor-
mation relating to them.

10. The Conference of the Parties should consider instructing the Global Envi-
ronment Facility to support a Global Taxonomy Initiative, providing the necessary
funds for the following actions related to capacity-building in taxonomy:

(a) developing national, regional and subregional training programmes;

(b) strengthening reference collections in countries of origin including, where
appropriate, the exchange of paratypes on mutually agreed upon terms;

(c) making information housed in collections worldwide and the taxonomy
based on them available to the countries of origin;

(d) producing and distributing regional taxonomic guides;

(e) strengthening infrastructure for biological collections in countries of origin,
and the transfer of modern technologies for taxonomic research and capac-
ity-building; and—

482

HANDBOOK OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY | 3rd edition



(f) disseminating taxonomic information worldwide, inter alia, by the clearing-
house mechanism.

DECISION III/11 Conservation and sustainable use of agricultural | biological diversity

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling resolution 3 of the Nairobi Final Act, 

Also recalling decisions II/15 and II/16 of the second meeting of the Conference of
the Parties,

Further recalling recommendation II/7 of the second meeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice related to agricultural bio-
logical diversity,

Welcoming the outcome of the fourth International Technical Conference on the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture, held in June 1996 in Leipzig, and taking note of the follow-up
process agreed in Leipzig and of the periodic updating of the report on the State of
the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the Global Plan
of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture by the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, as well as the implementation of the Global Plan of Action, 

Considering the importance of biological diversity for agriculture and taking
note of the interrelationship of agriculture with biological diversity as detailed in
the basis for action attached hereto as Annex 1,

Believing that the field of agriculture offers a unique opportunity for the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity to link concerns regarding biological diversity con-
servation and sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic resources with the
mainstream economy, taking into account the need for a balanced development of
the three objectives of the Convention,

Recognizing the close relationship between agriculture and biological and cultural
diversity and that the Conference of the Parties has a clear role and mandate to
address issues relating to agricultural biological diversity within the framework of
the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Further recognizing agricultural biological diversity as a focal area in view of its
social and economic relevance and the prospects offered by sustainable agriculture
for reducing the negative impacts on biological diversity, enhancing the value of bio-
logical diversity and linking conservation efforts with social and economic benefits,

Urging the expeditious provision of funds from appropriate sources necessary for
the implementation of this decision,

Recognizing that traditional farming communities and their agricultural practices
have made a significant contribution to the conservation and enhancement of bio- —
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diversity and that these can make an important contribution to the development
of environmentally sound agricultural production systems,

Recognizing also that the inappropriate use of and excessive dependence on
agrochemicals has produced substantial negative effects on terrestrial systems,
including soil, coastal and aquatic organisms, thus affecting biological diversity in
different ecosystems,

Reaffirming the sovereign rights of States over their own genetic resources,
including their genetic resources for food and agriculture,

Urging Parties to establish or maintain means to regulate, manage or control the
risks associated with the use and release of living modified organisms resulting from
biotechnology which are likely to have adverse environmental impacts that could
affect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into
account the risks to human health,

Considering that its activities in this field relating to the implementation of Arti-
cle 6(b) of the Convention should focus on the interface between agricultural sus-
tainability and environmental issues and should promote the integration of social,
economic and environmental objectives and facilitate the development of solutions
to problems relating to agricultural biological diversity in the context of the
Convention’s provisions, 

Further considering that the contributions of conservation and sustainable use of
agricultural biological diversity to sustainable agriculture should be a key focal area
within the context of terrestrial, freshwater and marine biological diversity, to be
pursued in collaboration with, and with the cooperation and initiative of, relevant
international organizations thus avoiding duplication,

1–12. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

13. Recognizes that the successful implementation of policies aiming at the sus-
tainable use of agrobiodiversity components largely depends on the degree of pub-
lic awareness and understanding of its basic importance for society, and
recommends Parties to establish or enhance mechanisms for information and edu-
cation, including the use of the clearing-house mechanism, specific to groups of
concern at national, regional and international levels;

14. Endorses the conclusions of the relevant sections of the 1995 Commission on
Sustainable Development sectoral review of Agenda 21, which, inter alia, recog-
nized the need for an integrated and multidisciplinary approach to the planning,
development and management of land resources, and that the achievement of the
multiple objectives related to sustainable agriculture and rural development
requires a whole system approach that recognizes that it is not possible to focus on
agricultural activities alone;

15. Encourages Parties to develop national strategies, programmes and plans
which, inter alia:

(a) Identify key components of biological diversity in agricultural production sys-
tems responsible for maintaining natural processes and cycles, monitoring and
evaluating the effects of different agricultural practices and technologies on—
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those components and encouraging the adoption of repairing practices to attain
appropriate levels of biological diversity; 

(b) Redirect support measures which run counter to the objectives of the Con-
vention regarding agricultural biodiversity;

(c) Internalize environmental costs; 

(d) Implement targeted incentive measures which have positive impacts on agro-
biodiversity, in order to enhance sustainable agriculture, in accordance with
Article 11 and consistent with Article 22, as well as to undertake impact assess-
ments in order to minimize adverse impacts on agrobiodiversity, in accordance
with Article 14;

(e) Encourage the development of technologies and farming practices that not only
increase productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim, rehabil-
itate, restore and enhance biological diversity and monitor adverse effects on
sustainable agricultural biodiversity. These could include, inter alia, organic
farming, integrated pest management, biological control, no-till agriculture,
multi-cropping, inter-cropping, crop rotation and agricultural forestry;

(f) Empower their indigenous and local communities and build their capacity for
in situ conservation and sustainable use and management of agricultural
biological diversity, building on the indigenous knowledge systems;

(g) Encourage ex ante and/or ex post evaluation of impacts on biological diversity
from agricultural development projects, to assure the use of best practices to
promote the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;

(h) Integrate with other plans, programmes and projects relating to the conservation
and sustainable use of other terrestrial, freshwater, coastal and marine ecosys-
tems, in accordance with Article 6(b) of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

(i) Promote partnerships with researchers, extension workers and farmers in
research and development programmes for biological diversity conservation
and sustainable use of biological diversity in agriculture. To achieve this, coun-
tries should be encouraged to set up and maintain local level forums for farm-
ers, researchers, extension workers and other stakeholders to evolve genuine
partnerships;

(j) Promote at national and regional levels adequate and appropriate services to
farmers and responsiveness of public research and extension services and devel-
opment of genuine partnerships;

(k) Promote research into, and development and implementation of, integrated
pest management strategies, in particular, methods and practices alternative to
the use of agro-chemicals, that maintain biodiversity, enhance agro-ecosystem
resilience, maintain soil and water quality and do not affect human health;

(l) Encourage the consideration of introducing necessary measures and/or legis-
lation, as appropriate, to encourage appropriate use of and discourage exces-
sive dependence on agro-chemicals with a view to reducing negative impacts
on biological diversity;
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(m) Study, use and/or develop, in accordance with decision I/2, methods and
indicators to monitor the impacts of agricultural development projects on bio-
logical diversity, including intensification and extensification, of production sys-
tems on biological diversity, and to promote their application;

(n) Study the positive and negative impacts on ecosystems and biomes of agri-
cultural transformation resulting from intensification or extensification of pro-
duction systems in their countries;

16. Encourages Parties to develop national strategies, programmes and plans,
which should focus on, inter alia:

(a) The key elements of the Global Plan of Action, such as broadening the genetic
base of major crops; increasing the range of genetic diversity available to farm-
ers; strengthening the capacity to develop new crops and varieties that are
specifically adapted to local environments; exploring and promoting the use of
underutilized crops; and deploying genetic diversity to reduce crop vulnerability;

(b) The development of inventories which consider the status of farm animal genetic
resources and measures for their conservation and sustainable utilization;

(c) Micro-organisms of interest for agriculture;

17. Encourages Parties at the appropriate level, with the support of the relevant
international and regional organizations, to promote:

(a) The transformation of unsustainable agricultural practices into sustainable pro-
duction practices adapted to local biotic and abiotic conditions, in conformity
with the ecosystem or integrated land use approach;

(b) The use of farming practices that not only increase productivity, but also arrest
degradation as well as reclaim, rehabilitate, restore and enhance biological
diversity;

(c) Mobilization of farming communities including indigenous and local com-
munities for the development, maintenance and use of their knowledge and
practices in the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in the
agricultural sector with specific reference to gender roles;

18. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

19. Welcomes the contribution that the Global Plan of Action for the Conserva-
tion and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources, as adopted by the
fourth International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic Resources, provides
to the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in the field of
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and encourages Parties actively
to implement the Global Plan of Action, in accordance with their national
capacities, and endorses its priorities and policy recommendations; recognizes that
several issues require further work in the context of the FAO Global System for
the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agri-
culture, in particular: financing; the realization of Farmers’ Rights as discussed in
the Global Plan of Action; as well as terms of technology transfer to developing
countries and access and benefit-sharing arrangements, in accordance with rele-
vant provisions of the Convention. In this regard, calls for effective and speedy—
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completion of the revision of the International Undertaking and strengthening of
the FAO Global System;

20. Appreciates the importance of the country-based Global Strategy for the
Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources under the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and strongly supports its further development;

21. Draws the attention of Parties to Article 20.1 of the Convention, in the con-
text of providing, in accordance with their capabilities, financial support and incen-
tives for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity important to
agriculture in accordance with national plans, priorities and programmes;

22. Draws the attention of international funding agencies to the urgent need to
support the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity important to
agriculture and invites these agencies to provide information and feedback in this
respect to the Conference of the Parties and in this context, requests the interim
financial mechanism to give priority to supporting efforts for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity important to agriculture in accordance
with this decision;

23–24. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

ANNEX 1
BASIS FOR ACTION

A. Impact of biological diversity on agriculture

1. Biological diversity has enabled farming systems to evolve since agriculture was
first developed some 12,000 years ago, and an understanding of the dynamic evo-
lutionary and environmental processes which shape and influence agricultural bio-
diversity is fundamental to improving the sustainable management and
conservation of agricultural ecosystems today. In recent years, as the world’s pop-
ulation continues to grow and agricultural production must meet the rising
demand for food, agricultural expansion into forests and marginal lands, combined
with overgrazing and urban and industrial growth, has substantially reduced lev-
els of biological diversity over significant areas. Current patterns of agricultural
land use based on limited numbers of species and varieties have also diminished the
biological diversity within agricultural ecosystems and are undermining the long-
term sustainability of agricultural production itself.

2. Agricultural intensification has the potential to balance the world’s need for
increasing food supplies while reducing pressures to expand agricultural areas still
further, but it is also harmful when accompanied by excessive dependence on agro-
chemicals and external energy and water inputs. Agro-ecological forms of inten-
sification can, however, blend improved knowledge about agricultural ecosystems,
intercropping, uses of diverse species, integrated pest management and the efficient
use of resources. Beneficial mixes of land use also raise the overall level of biodi-
versity in agricultural landscapes. These approaches currently represent a small but
growing portion of intensification efforts. Meeting the imperative of increasing agri-
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cultural production in such sustainable ways while conserving and prudently using
biological diversity is the major challenge which we must urgently address.

3. The importance of agrobiodiversity is of widespread and complex significance
to society, encompassing socio-cultural, economic and environmental elements. It
is essential to food security and poverty alleviation and much of the knowledge
about agrobiodiversity is maintained by farmers themselves, many of whom are
women. All domesticated crops and animals result from human management of
biological diversity, which is constantly responding to new challenges to maintain
and increase productivity. Biological diversity itself presents opportunities for nat-
urally controlling pests and reducing the use of pesticides, while maintaining high
yields, and a large proportion of crops depend on insect pollinators for good yields.
Landraces and wild species of animals and plants are the essential source of genetic
variability for responding to biotic and abiotic stress through genetic adaptation.

4. The biological diversity of the soil is responsible for nutrient circulation and
fertility within agricultural ecosystems. Diversified agricultural production provides
protection against uncertainties in the market, especially for less capitalized pro-
ducers, and increases the opportunities to add value and exploit new markets.
Farmers all over the world have also managed a variety of wild species and habi-
tats which benefit the sustainability of both agricultural and natural ecosystems.

5. At the more fundamental level, the living organisms which constitute agri-
cultural biodiversity play an important role in the resilience of all natural, life-sup-
port processes. They are essential agents for, inter alia, nitrogen, carbon, energy
and water cycles. Moreover, the species composition and their relationships will
affect the functioning and yields of agricultural ecosystems themselves. A diverse
environment also offers a shield for agricultural ecosystems against perturbations,
natural or man-made, contributing to their resilience and that of their surround-
ing ecosystems.

6. Agricultural production utilizes natural resources of diverse ecosystems world-
wide and is the economic activity most representative as far as extensive land-use
is concerned - nearly one third of the world’s land area is used for food production.
Serious adverse effects may occur on biological diversity at on and off-farm levels.
Most of the world’s biological diversity on land is harboured by areas under
exploitation by humans; consequently, conserving biological diversity implies
improving the ways in which agricultural ecosystems are managed.

B. Impacts of agriculture on biodiversity

7. Different agricultural practices lead to diverse impacts upon biological diver-
sity. These impacts occur at the ecosystem, species and genetic levels.

(a) Unsustainable agricultural practices have caused negative impacts on biolog-
ical diversity, world-wide, at all levels - ecosystem, species and genetic - on both
natural and domestic diversity. They have resulted in the large-scale degrada-
tion of agrobiodiversity and habitats through the destruction of biotic and abi-
otic resources, as well as by threatening the natural resource base to agriculture
and through socio-economic problems created by destruction of the local
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resource base. Inappropriate reliance on monoculture, over-mechanization, and
misuse of agricultural chemicals diminish the diversity of fauna, flora and
micro-organisms, including beneficial organisms. These practices normally lead
to a simplification of the components of the environment and to unstable pro-
duction systems. Expansion of agriculture to frontier areas, including forests,
savannahs, wetlands, mountains, and arid lands, combined with overgrazing,
and inadequate crop management and pest control strategies contribute to
degradation of biological diversity, as well as to the loss of the cultural diver-
sity of traditional communities.

(b) Agricultural practices have, however, also facilitated enhanced biodiversity as
a result of both traditional and modern sustainable farming practices. Agri-
cultural ecosystems can provide habitats for plants, birds and other animals.
Many agriculturalists have made strong efforts to preserve biological diversity
important to agriculture, both in situ and ex situ. Currently, progress is being
made in many regions of the world in implementing biological diversity-
friendly agricultural practices in soil conservation, withdrawing production from
marginal areas, mastering chemical and nutrient runoff, and breeding crop vari-
eties which are genetically resistant to diseases, pests and abiotic stresses.

ANNEX 2
INDICATIVE LIST OF THEMATIC AREAS
[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

ANNEX 3
INITIAL ISSUES FOR CONDUCTING CASE STUDIES
[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/12 Programme of work for terrestrial biological diversity: | forest biological diversity

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/13 Future programme of work for terrestrial biological | diversity: dryland, mountain and inland water 
ecosystems

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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DECISION III/14 | Implementation of Article 8(j)

The Conference of the Parties, 

Reaffirming the spirit and the intent of the Convention as expressed in Article 8(j),

Recognizing that Article 8(j) is closely linked with other articles of the Convention,
in particular Articles 10(c), 17.2 and 18.4,

Taking note of relevant activities within the United Nations system, in particular
under the Commission on Human Rights, and of relevant international instru-
ments, such as Convention 169 of the International Labour Organization,

Stressing the need for Contracting Parties to implement Article 8(j) and related arti-
cles and to initiate a process toward this end,

Realizing the importance of biological diversity for indigenous and local commu-
nities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity,

Emphasizing the need for dialogue with representatives of indigenous and local
communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sus-
tainable use of biological diversity within the framework of the Convention,

Recognizing rights under national legislation of indigenous and local communities
to control access to their knowledge, innovations and practices relevant for the con-
servation and sustainable use of biological diversity,

Reaffirming the dynamic nature of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices,

Recognizing that traditional knowledge should be given the same respect as any
other form of knowledge in the implementation of the Convention,

Emphasizing the need for Parties to initiate projects on capacity-building with
indigenous and local communities to address concerns in the conservation and sus-
tainable use of biological diversity and of equitable sharing of the benefits arising
from the utilization of their knowledge, innovations and practices,

Recognizing that issues related to traditional knowledge, innovations and practices
go beyond the scope of the Convention,

Expressing its sincere appreciation for the valuable contribution made by the par-
ticipating representatives of the indigenous and local communities at the third meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Requests those Parties that have not yet done so to develop national legislation
and corresponding strategies for the implementation of Article 8(j) in consultation
particularly with representatives of their indigenous and local communities;

2. Urges Parties to supply information about the implementation of Article 8(j)
and related articles, for example, national legislation and administrative and
incentive measures, and to include such information in national reports;

3. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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4. Requests the Executive Secretary to remain informed as to relevant interna-
tional processes and bodies, including, inter alia, those under the auspices of the
Commission on Human Rights and the Commission on Sustainable Development,
Convention 169 of the International Labour Organization, the World Intellectual
Property Organization, the World Bank, the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Social and Cultural
Organization, and the World Trade Organization, and to provide periodic reports
related to Article 8(j) and related articles to the Conference of Parties;

5. Requests the interim financial mechanism to examine the support of capacity-
building projects for indigenous and local communities embodying traditional
lifestyles related to the preservation and maintenance of their knowledge, inno-
vations and practices relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biolog-
ical diversity with their prior informed consent and their participation;

6. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

7. Decides that an intersessional process should be established to advance fur-
ther work on the implementation of Article 8(j) and related provisions with a view
to producing a report for consideration at the fourth meeting of the Conference
of the Parties;

8–12. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1].

ANNEX

1. The workshop would seek: 

(a) To identify the extent to which the various organizations, individually or col-
lectively, could address interests in Article 8(j), such as guidance to Govern-
ments on implementation; 

(b) To identify any gaps which would help set future priorities of the Conference
of the Parties;

(c) To consider the background document prepared by the Executive Secretary
according to operative paragraph 9 to the present decision;

(d) To consider the input provided by the indigenous and local communities
embodying traditional lifestyles according to paragraph 10 to the present deci-
sion;

(e) To consider the information provided by the Parties on national implementa-
tion under Article 8(j) and related articles and seek to draw conclusions which
will be of assistance in an assessment of priorities for future work by Parties and
by the Conference of the Parties relevant to Article 8(j) and related articles;

(f) To provide advice to the Conference of the Parties on the possibility of devel-
oping a workplan on Article 8(j) and related articles including the modalities
for such a workplan;

(g) To examine the need to establish an open-ended intersessional working group
or a subsidiary body to address the role of traditional knowledge, innovations
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and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional
lifestyles relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

2. In organizing the workshop,

(a) The Executive Secretary will consult with the Centre for Human Rights and
other relevant bodies on organizational considerations in sessions of the
United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations in order to inform
the process of organizing this workshop;

(b) The Parties shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, promote consultations
among indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles rel-
evant for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in order for them
to choose their representatives to the workshop;

(c) A set number of funded participants will be determined according to the
amount of voluntary contributions received and will be allocated taking into
account regional and gender representations;

(d) A core figure of US$ 350,000 will be allocated in the budget of the Convention
on Biological Diversity to cover the administrative costs of the workshop;

(e) Consideration could be given to holding it back-to-back with the third meet-
ing of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice
or at a venue offered by a voluntary host.

DECISION III/15 | Access to genetic resources

The Conference of the Parties,

Recognizing the importance of the implementation of Article 15 with all of its
provisions,

Noting that the implementation of Article 15 is closely linked to that of other Arti-
cles, such as 8(j), 11, 16.2, 16.5, 17.2, 19.1 and 19.2,

Taking note of the importance of national and regional efforts, as set out in its deci-
sion II/11,

Recalling the support expressed in decision II/15 for the harmonization of the Inter-
national Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture with
the Convention on Biological Diversity, and noting the linkages of Article 15 with
the further development and implementation of the work by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations on the Global System,

Recognizing that there is a variety of approaches to managing access to genetic
resources based on their diversity and other considerations,

Recalling decision II/18, that placed the distribution of the benefits from technol-
ogy, including biotechnology, on the agenda of the fourth meeting of the Confer-
ence of the Parties,
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1–2. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

3. Urges Governments, regional economic integration organizations, the interim
financial mechanism, and competent international, regional and national organi-
zations to support and implement human and institutional capacity-building
programmes for Governments, non-governmental organizations and local and
indigenous communities, as appropriate, to promote the successful development
and implementation of legislative, administrative and policy measures and guide-
lines on access, including scientific, technical, business, legal and management skills
and capacities;

4. Invites Governments, regional economic integration organizations and com-
petent international, regional and national organizations to conduct analyses of
ongoing experiences of legislative, administrative and policy measures and guide-
lines on access, including regional efforts and initiatives, and to disseminate these
widely to assist Parties and stakeholders involved in developing and implementing
measures and guidelines on access;

5. Encourages Governments and regional economic integration organizations to
explore and develop, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, guidelines and
practices to ensure mutual benefits to providers and users of access measures and
to implement them effectively at the national, regional or international level, as
appropriate;

6. Encourages Governments and regional economic integration organizations to
identify and communicate to the Secretariat competent national authorities
responsible for granting access to genetic resources and/or competent national
authorities to provide information on the granting of access to genetic resources;

7. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to cooperate closely with the World Trade
Organization through the Committee on Trade and Environment to explore the
extent to which there may be linkages between Article 15 and relevant articles of
the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights; 

9. Urges the Executive Secretary to coordinate closely with the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development and other relevant organizations working on access to genetic
resources to ensure complementary efforts.

DECISION III/16 Ways to promote and facilitate access to and transfer | and development of technology, as envisaged in 
Articles 16 and 8 of the Convention

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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DECISION III/17 | Intellectual property rights

The Conference of the Parties,

Recognizing that intellectual property rights are relevant to and may have implica-
tions for the implementation of the Convention and the achievement of its objectives,

Noting that intellectual property rights are the focus of other international agree-
ments and organizations,

Recalling Article 16, paragraph 5, of the Convention,

Recognizing the importance of implementing intellectual property rights-related
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity and of international agree-
ments relating to intellectual property rights in a mutually supportive way,

Recalling decision II/12 of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Encourages Governments, and relevant international and regional organiza-
tions, to conduct and communicate to the Executive Secretary, for dissemination
through means such as the clearing-house mechanism, case studies of the impacts
of intellectual property rights on the achievement of the Convention’s objectives,
including relationships between intellectual property rights and the knowledge,
practices and innovations of indigenous and local communities embodying tradi-
tional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diver-
sity. Such studies could:

(a) Take into account the information and options for future work contained in
the preliminary study prepared by the Executive Secretary, contained in doc-
ument UNEP/CBD/COP/3/22;

(b) Take into consideration existing and potential interrelationships between
intellectual property rights and other aspects of the Convention’s implemen-
tation, including, for example, implementation of Articles 8(j), 15 and 16;

(c) Involve, through consultation or cooperation, relevant international organi-
zations, as well as relevant regional and national bodies, stakeholders, and oth-
ers with relevant expertise, as appropriate;

(d) Consider the role and the potential of existing intellectual property rights sys-
tems in achieving the objectives of the Convention, including, inter alia, in facil-
itating technology transfer and in arrangements by which interested parties
including indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles
relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and
countries may determine access to and share equitably the benefits of genetic
resources or knowledge, innovations and practices; 

(e) Consider the development of intellectual property rights, such as sui generis
systems/approaches, or alternative forms of protection that could promote
achievement of the Convention’s objectives, consistent with the Parties’ inter-
national obligations;

—
494

HANDBOOK OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY | 3rd edition



(f) Reflect the importance of coordinating efficiently with work undertaken pur-
suant to other elements of the work programme of the Conference of the Par-
ties and work programmes of other relevant organizations;

2. Notes that the possible establishment of a new international intellectual
property rights regime for databases could have implications for scientific and tech-
nical cooperation related to conservation and sustainable use of biological diver-
sity, and calls for an open and transparent evaluation of these implications;

3–6. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

7. Notes the potential mutual benefits of exchanging information related to Arti-
cle 16 of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the laws and regulations
received by the Council on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
pursuant to the notification requirement of Article 63 of the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights;

8. Recognizes that further work is required to help develop a common appreci-
ation of the relationship between intellectual property rights and the relevant pro-
visions of the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
and the Convention on Biological Diversity, in particular on issues relating to tech-
nology transfer and conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and the
fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of genetic resources,
including the protection of knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and
local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity.

ANNEX
THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND THE AGREEMENT ON
TRADE-RELATED ASPECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/18 | Incentive measures

The Conference of the Parties,

Affirming that the implementation of incentive measures, in a broad social, cultural
and economic context, is of central importance to the realization of the three objec-
tives of the Convention,

Recalling that economic and social development and poverty eradication are the
first and overriding priorities of developing countries,

Recognizing that incentive measures are country-specific and need to take into
account varying legal, political, economic and social conditions,

Noting that local and indigenous communities and the private sector have an
important role in the design and implementation of incentive measures,

Taking note of document UNEP/CBD/COP/3/24, —
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1. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

2. Resolves that incentive measures shall be included as appropriate on the agenda
of the Conference of the Parties and be integrated into the sectoral and thematic items
under the medium-term programme of work of the Conference of the Parties;

3. Encourages Parties to review their existing legislation and economic policies,
to identify and promote incentive for the conservation and sustainable use of com-
ponents of biological diversity, stressing the importance of taking appropriate
action on incentives that threaten biological diversity;

4. Encourages Parties to ensure adequate incorporation of the market and non-
market values of biological diversity into plans, policies and programmes and other
relevant areas, inter alia, national accounting systems and investment strategies;

5. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

6. Encourages Parties to incorporate biological diversity considerations into
impact assessments, consistent with Article 14 of the Convention, as a step in the
design and implementation of incentive measures;

7–8. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to take into consideration relevant work under
way in other forums, such as United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development;

10. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice, as appropriate, to provide in its recommendations to the Conference of the
Parties scientific, technical and technological advice on the implementation of Arti-
cle 11 in relevant thematic areas.

DECISION III/19 Special session of the General Assembly to review | implementation of Agenda 21

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/20 | Issues related to biosafety

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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DECISION III/21 Relationship of the Convention with the Commission 
on Sustainable Development and biodiversity-related | conventions, other international agreements, 
institutions and processes of relevance

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decisions II/13 and II/14 adopted at its second meeting,

Reaffirming the need to make mutually supportive activities under the Convention
on Biological Diversity and activities under other conventions, processes and
institutions relevant to the achievement of the objectives of the Convention,
while avoiding unnecessary duplication of activities and costs on the part of Par-
ties and of the organs of the Convention,

Welcoming the progress made to date in the development of cooperative arrange-
ments with relevant conventions, institutions and processes, as described in doc-
ument UNEP/CBD/COP/3/29,

1. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

2. Endorses the memoranda of cooperation entered into by the Executive Sec-
retary with the secretariats of the Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitat, the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, and encourages the devel-
opment of further such arrangements with relevant international biological diver-
sity-related bodies, including regional conventions;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to coordinate with the secretariats
of relevant biological diversity-related conventions, institutions, and processes, with
a view to: facilitating the exchange of information and experience; exploring the
possibility of recommending procedures for harmonizing, to the extent desirable
and practicable, the reporting requirements of Parties under those instruments and
conventions; exploring the possibility of coordinating their respective programmes
of work; and consulting on how such conventions and other international legal
instruments can contribute to the implementation of the provisions of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity;

4–7. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

8. Urges the Parties to ensure that the conservation and sustainable use of wet-
lands, and of migratory species and their habitats, are fully incorporated into
national strategies, plan and programmes to preserve biological diversity;

9. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

10. Calls on the national focal points of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
and the competent authorities of the Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance, the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species and the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
to cooperate on the implementation of these conventions at the national level to
avoid duplication of effort; —
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11. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

12. Invites contracting parties to relevant biological diversity-related conven-
tions to explore opportunities for accessing funding through the Global Environ-
ment Facility for relevant projects, including projects involving a number of
countries, which fulfil the eligibility criteria and guidance provided by the Con-
ference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to the Global Envi-
ronment Facility.

DECISION III/22 | Medium-term programme of work for 1996-1997

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/23 | Administrative matters

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision I/4 of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties,

Reiterating its gratitude to the Government of Canada for the generous offer to
host the Permanent Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Welcoming the speed with which the relocation of the Permanent Secretariat from
Geneva to Montreal took place,

Expressing appreciation to the Executive Director of the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme for finalizing negotiations for the headquarters agreement between
the Permanent Secretariat of the Convention and the Government of Canada,

Noting with concern the difficulties encountered by the Permanent Secretariat in
making the transition, in particular the difficulties associated with the establishment
of efficient and timely services and with recruitment of staff,

Taking note with appreciation of the efforts of the Executive Secretary to continue
the functions of the Permanent Secretariat in these circumstances and urging him
to continue his efforts to meet the needs of the Convention,

1. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
and the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity to develop
procedures, making an effort to conclude by 27 January 1997, with respect to the
functioning of the Permanent Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
to clarify and make more effective their respective roles and responsibilities;

2. Stresses that these procedures must provide for the managerial autonomy and
efficiency of the Permanent Secretariat and its responsiveness to the needs of the
Convention, and must ensure the administrative accountability of the Executive
Secretary to the Conference of the Parties;

3. Stresses also that the procedures must be in accordance with the
United Nations financial and staff rules and regulations and with decision I/4 of the—
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Conference of the Parties and should as far as possible, and where appropriate, fol-
low the Personnel, Financial and Common Services arrangements agreed to
between the United Nations and the Framework Convention on Climate Change; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to make available to the Parties copies of the
agreed procedures on a timely basis and to report to the Conference of the Par-
ties through its Bureau at its fourth meeting on the implementation of these
arrangements.

DECISION III/24 Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention on | Biological Diversity

The Conference of the Parties

1–4. [retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

5. Decides:

(a) That two special trust funds shall be established: (i) a special voluntary trust
fund for additional voluntary contributions to the core budget for approved
activities under the Convention on Biological Diversity (annex, part B), and (ii)
a special voluntary trust fund for facilitating participation of Parties in the Con-
vention process (annex, part C)69;

(b) That the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
should be requested to establish the special trust funds referred to in paragraph
5(a) above, for which the Financial Rules for the Administration of the Trust
Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity and other arrangements for
that Fund shall apply mutatis mutandis, with the exception of the modification
in sub-paragraph 5(f) below; 

(c) That all the Parties and States not Parties to the Convention, as well as gov-
ernmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and other
sources should be invited to contribute to the special trust funds;

(d) That the Trustee shall promptly advise the Executive Secretary of the receipt
of all the contributions and acknowledge receipt of such contributions;

(e) That on a monthly basis the Trustee shall provide the Executive Secretary with
information on the status of allotments, expenditures, trial balances and
unliquidated obligations;

(f) That the Executive Secretary may make transfers from one budget line to
another in accordance with the Financial Rules and Regulations of the
United Nations;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore in conjunction with the Executive
Secretaries of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and

—
499

DECISIONS III/21–III/24

D
E

C
IS

IO
N

S

X

69 Developing country Parties, in particular the least developed among them, and small island
developing States.



the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Expe-
riencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, the avail-
ability, cost and funding of suitable liaison arrangements in Geneva and/or New
York and to report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its next meeting;

7. Urges all those making financial contributions to a trust fund of the Conven-
tion to provide details promptly to the Executive Secretary regarding the amounts,
date of payment, conditions and any other relevant information;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure that duplicates of all the informa-
tion on financial matters and the relevant documents are kept in custody at the seat
of the Permanent Secretariat according to the Financial Rules and Regulations of
the United Nations;

9. Directs the Executive Secretary to consider carefully all offers of support from
other organizations and to cooperate with them with a view to making the most
effective use of the available competencies, resources and services and to enter into
such administrative and contractual arrangements as may be necessary for the effec-
tive discharge of the functions of the Permanent Secretariat;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare and submit to Parties a quarterly
report on the administration of the Convention including such matters as staff lists,
status of contributions, progress on the implementation of the medium-term
work programme and financial expenditures;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to include in the documents circulated for
consideration at future meetings of the Conference of the Parties estimates of the
likely costs of the recommendations contained therein, where such recommenda-
tions would have significant implications for the budget of the Convention.

ANNEX

A. Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity for
the biennium 1997–1998

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

APPENDIX TO PART A
[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/25 Date and venue of the fourth meeting of the | Conference of the Parties

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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DECISION III/26 Convening of regional and subregional meetings for | Parties to the Convention

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]

DECISION III/27 Tribute to the Government and people of the | Argentine Republic

[retired as per decision VII/33, paragraph 1]
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