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I. Introduction

On the occasion of the International Day for Biological Diversity, 2006, the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Ahmed Djoghlaf, invited representatives of major Montreal-area universities and research centres to participate in the first ever round-table discussion on enhancing collaboration among their institutions and the Secretariat of the CBD, in support of the implementation of the Convention and the Cartagena Protocol.

The round-table discussion took place at the Secretariat’s headquarters in Montreal, on the afternoon of 23 May. In attendance were representatives from each of Montreal’s research universities (Concordia University, McGill University, the Université de Montréal and the Université du Québec à Montréal), as well as from Université Laval and Carleton University. Most academic participants were professors, in fields as diverse as law, biology, geography and economics. Also represented were the Montreal Nature Museums (comprising the Botanical Gardens, Biodome, Insectarium, and Planetarium of Montreal) and representatives of the government of Québec and of the World Conservation Union (IUCN). In total, 21 people participated, not including Secretariat staff (see Annex A). A number of institutions present signed an agreement affirming their intent to collaborate with the Secretariat, attached here as Annex B.

This report provides a summary of the proceedings (Section II), an overview of the ideas shared by participants on potential areas for enhanced collaboration (Section III), and a suggestion of ways forward (Section IV).

II. Summary of Proceedings

The Executive Secretary of the Convention opened the meeting, noting the history of successful collaboration between the Secretariat and the scientific community. However, where that cooperation had proceeded on an ad hoc basis, he now wishes to develop, a framework for cooperation with university and research centre partners, including a multi-year work programme. Increased scientific and technical cooperation is particularly important for developing countries, and urgently needed as the world strives to reach the 2010 Biodiversity Target.

Following the Executive Secretary’s remarks, the moderator, Dr. Céline Nègre, Coordinator of the CEDRIE (Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales en Environnement) of the Université de Montréal, welcomed participants, noting the range of complementary expertise represented at the table and how this could answer some of the most pressing questions facing the Convention and its Protocol.

Dr. Timothy Johns of McGill University and Dr. Claude Hamel of the Université du Québec à Montréal then each gave a short presentation on their respective experience in collaborating with the CBD. Dr. Johns, an ethnobotanist, described the process that brought him to collaborate with the SCBD on establishing, at the international policy level, an initiative promoting biodiversity for food and nutrition. He noted that, to find common ground on which collaboration with policymakers can proceed, researchers need to focus on a very specific, applied issue of relevance to society. Dr. Hamel, a biologist, described his efforts to build capacity among the people responsible for implementing the CBD in developing countries. Through training programmes in Africa and South East Asia, Dr. Hamel has trained several hundred people to better understand and communicate conservation and sustainable use issues. Participants in these programmes were primarily drawn from government, but also included NGO workers, university researchers, journalists and students.  Dr. Hamel has also established formal training programs, namely courses in biodiversity conservation at UQAM and at the Université de Conakry (Guinée), and is working to establish a Master’s programme in biodiversity in Niger.

The moderator, Dr. Céline Nègre, then invited each participant at the round table to speak in turn, briefly introducing their work and sharing ideas on areas for potential collaboration between the academic community and the Secretariat. In opening the discussion, she emphasized that the goal of the meeting was simply to meet one another and agree together on the principle of enhanced collaboration. Discussions of the form and content such collaboration would take, and of financial resources needed to support it would come later.

III. Ideas for enhanced collaboration

There was general consensus that increased collaboration between the Secretariat of the CBD and research institutions was to be welcomed, and that the institutions would be interested in further exploring ways to make this collaboration concrete and effective.

Several participants noted that Montreal is potentially unique in the world in having a very large number of experts from a variety of backgrounds (scientific, social, legal) working on all aspects of biodiversity. This expertise should be harnessed, and built into a strong partnership. To this end, researchers at McGill are already working to establish a Centre for Biodiversity.

Participants’ views on enhanced collaboration were varied, and are organized below by theme.

Research

· Participants’ research interests ranged from environmental refugees and intellectual property rights, to environmental ethics and international law, to the nutrition of indigenous peoples and effects of climate change on mammals

· Participants noted that research needs to have a specific focus in order for collaboration with policymakers to proceed. The CBD targets (e.g., those established under the 2010 framework) provide such a focus

· As a group, universities could design a research project addressing some of the key questions related to implementation of the Convention, and share the research activities

· Researchers and the Secretariat can work together to determine, based on the Secretariat’s needs and researchers’ expertise, how best to bring research results into the international conservation policy process

· In discussing areas for future research and emerging biodiversity issues, universities can link into the work of DIVERSITAS, an international programme for biodiversity science

· The observer from IUCN-Canada noted that universities could have access to 6000 scientists through the IUCN commissions, and to multiple opportunities for ground-truthing and testing their research results through IUCN’s country offices. McGill and UQAM are already members of IUCN and Laval is to become one

Communication and Exchange

· The CEDRIE at Université de Montréal hosted a successful seminar series in 2005-2006, culminating in an international symposium on issues related to the Kyoto Protocol. A similar series could be envisaged on the theme of the CBD and its Protocol.

· UQAM is developing a photo database, useful for communicating biodiversity issues, and which could be made accessible to the Secretariat for use in publications.

· Muséums nature Montréal receive 1.8 million visitors a year, including 60 000 young people who participate in activities at the Jardin Botanique. This impressive audience can be targeted to raise awareness on biodiversity issues.

Training and Capacity-building

· Several institutions noted their particular expertise and previous experience in capacity-building and training, including UQAM and the Observatoire d’écopolitique internationale.

· An observer from the Quebec Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs noted that the ministry already trains public administrators in biodiversity planning and sustainable development.

Engaging with Students

· Several professors noted that students were enthusiastic about biodiversity issues, and wanted to do things that made a difference, including getting involved in policy. There are new courses and recent programs that include important policy components, including the NEO course at McGill, and the new Environmental Assessment Programme at McGill’s Macdonald Campus.

· Professors could include more information on the CBD in their teaching and students could be invited to tour the Secretariat.

· Professors can support theses in developing countries on biodiversity issues and with links to local realities.

· The observer from IUCN noted that the University of Ottawa will be hosting the IUCN Academy for Environmental Law.

Fund-raising

· It would be important to have the Secretariat’s support in raising funds for research and implementation activities, including accessing funds available through the Global Environment Facility.

In response to some of these ideas, the Executive Secretary outlined his open-door policy for students and researchers, providing a space for interested students to come (if only for a few hours) and learn more about the Secretariat. The Secretariat also wants to promote internships, and encourage theses of relevance to the CBD and of use to Parties. To encourage science within the CBD process, the Executive Secretary plans to develop a newsletter destined for the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), and a seminar series on issues facing the CBD. In terms of funding, he noted that the SCBD is preparing a four-year work plan on scientific and technical cooperation to be submitted to donors in September. Universities could submit ideas for activities that would support developing countries for possible consideration under this scheme. He noted that results and recommendations arising from collaboration with the academic community could be transmitted to the Conference of the Parties, at its next meeting in Germany in 2008.

IV. Ways forward

Enhanced scientific and technical cooperation is essential in order to achieve the Convention’s three objectives: biodiversity conservation, sustainable use, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from this use. At the close of the meeting, a number of participants, present on behalf of their research centres or departments, or in their personal capacity, signed a Letter of Intent (LOI). The LOI prepares the way for developing a multi-year programme of work for such enhanced scientific and technical cooperation. Other participants brought the agreement back to their institutions for further consideration. The signatories were:

· Dr. François Crépeau, as director of the Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales de l’Université de Montréal (CERIUM)

· Dr. Hélène Trudeau, as director of the Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches Internationales en Environnement (CEDRIE), the environmental unit of the CERIUM

· Dr. Daniel Weinstock, as director of the Centre de Recherche en Ethique de l’Université de Montréal (CREUM)

· Dr. Céline Nègre, in her personal capacity as Coordinator of the CEDRIE, and a researcher with the CREUM and Centre de Recherche en Droit Publique (CRDP)

· Dr. Robert Kasisi, in his personal capacity as a Professor in the Faculté de l’Aménagement of the Université de Montréal

· Dr. Nancy Doubleday, on behalf of Carleton University

· Mr. Gilles Vincent, as director of the Jardin Botanique de Montréal.

Given widespread agreement that cooperation should proceed, a meeting with university representatives is envisaged for September.
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Directrice des communications

Université de Montréal

Dr. François Crépeau

Directeur scientifique, Centre d’études et de recherches internationales de l’Université de Montréal (CÉRIUM) and Professor of International Law & Canada Research Chair on international migration law, Faculté de droit
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Centre de Développement de la Recherche Internationale en Environnement (CEDRIE) and Chercheure, CREUM (Centre de Recherches en Ethique de l’Université de Montreal) and the CRDP (Centre de Recherche en Droit Publique),
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Professor, Faculté de droit

Dr. Daniel Weinstock

Directeur, Centre de Recherche en Ethique and Professor, Département de philosophie

Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM)
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Professor

Département des Sciences Biologiques
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Michèle Bertrand (vice-présidente – Montréal, ACNU/UNAC)

Alexander Craig (Journalist)

John Herity (Director, IUCN-Canada)

Benoît Limoges (Coordonnateur, Centre de coordination de la biodiversité du Québec, Ministère du Développement durable, de l'Environnement et des Parcs)

Jacques Prescott (Conseiller en biodiversité et développement durable, Ministère du Développement durable, de l'Environnement et des Parcs)
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Letter of Intent

Between

Canadian Universities and Research Institutions

and The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Recalling that the objectives of the Convention are the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources;

Recalling also that the objective of the Cartagena Protocol is to contribute to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health, and specifically focusing on transboundary movements;

Recalling further Article 12 of the Convention, on Research and Training, and Article 18 of the Convention, on Technical and Scientific Cooperation;

Recalling as well Article 22 of the Cartagena Protocol, on Capacity-Building;

Recalling further decision II/19 by which the Conference of the Parties accepted the offer of Canada to host in Montreal the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Headquarters Agreement between the Government of Canada and the Secretariat of the Convention signed in New York on 25 October 1996; 

Aware of Canada’s international reputation in research and development, and of the tremendous stores of knowledge and research capacity held by Canadian universities and research institutions in fields of relevance to the three objectives of the Convention;

Noting that successful implementation of the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety will depend on bringing to bear the best available scientific and technical knowledge;

We, the Executive Secretary of the Convention and the [representatives] of Canadian universities and research institutions, have agreed as follows: 

Objective

The overall aim of this Letter of Intent is to promote a strong scientific and technical partnership between Convention processes and Canadian universities and research institutions, in support of the enhanced phase of implementation of the objectives of the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol.

Areas of Cooperation

The parties to this Letter of Intent will:

1. Develop mechanisms for the sharing of scientific and technical information and advice of relevance to the  programmes of work of the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol, including:

(i)  a thematic roster of experts to which relevant faculty and researchers are nominated;

(ii) a peer-review process for the Convention’s scientific and technical reports and other materials, to which academic experts may contribute;

(iii) the organization of presentations, seminar series or other academic fora addressing issues of relevance to the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol.

2. Provide opportunities for outstanding students and recent graduates of their respective institutions, in fields of study of relevance to the objectives of the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol, to contribute to and learn from the work of the Secretariat, by:

(i) encouraging students to address research themes and issues of relevance to the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol, in their assignments, papers and/or theses; 

(ii) establishing a [fellowship] [program] by which current students are chosen to undertake internships at the Secretariat;

(iii) facilitating recently graduated Master’s and PhD students to join the secretariat for short term assignments;

3. Provide advice on training materials and modules aimed at enhancing implementation of the Convention and its Cartagena Protocol, particularly in developing countries, and contribute, where appropriate, to training programmes developed under the Convention;

4. Contribute as appropriate to the preparation and celebration of International Biodiversity Day, and throughout the International Year for Biodiversity, in 2010;

5. Promote other mutually supportive activities, as may be agreed.

Modalities of Cooperation

1. Each university and research institute, and the Secretariat, will designate a focal point for advancing the objectives of this Memorandum and mutually agreed activities, and for facilitating the exchange of information on all issues of relevance to scientific and technical cooperation;

2. A steering committee comprising a representative of the Convention and designated focal points from universities and research institutions will be established to support the enhanced provision of scientific and technical support to Convention processes, and enhanced support to implementation.  

3. At its first meeting, the steering committee will develop a workplan for the 2007/2008 biennium.
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