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ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITSEIGHTH MEETING

VII1/18. Guidanceto thefinancial mechanism
The Conference of the Parties,
Bearing in mind Articles 20 and 21,

Taking note of the report of the Global Environment Facility amntained in the document
UNEP/CBD/COP/8/10,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Convention on Bifidal Diversity and its decisions /2,
/e, /s, N/8, IV/11, 1Iv/13, VI12, VI13, VI/16 VI/17 and VI1/20,

1 Decides to adopt the updated list of developed countryi€arand other Parties that
voluntarily assume the obligations of developedntuParties in accordance with Article 20, paratra
2 of the Convention, as contained in the annekégtresent decision;

2. Requests the Global Environment Facility, as the institutid structure to operate the
financial mechanism of the Convention, to includéts regular report to the Conference of the Barti
information on:

(@) The initial application of the Resource AllocatiBramework to resources allocated
in the fourth replenishment of the Global Enviromihé&acility that is operational from July 2006,
focusing on the biodiversity focal area;

(b) How the Resource Allocation Framework is likely daffect funding available to
developing countries and countries with economiestransition for the implementation of their
commitments under the Convention;

3. Urges the Global Environment Facility to further simpliéind streamline its procedures,
in consideration of the special conditions withiavdloping country Parties, in particular the least
developed countries and the small island develoftages as referred to fraragraphs 5 and 6 of Article
20 as well as those conditions within Parties witbnomies in transition;



UNEP/CBD/COP/DEC/VIII/18
Page 2

4, Urges the Global Environment Facility to develop resp$o the capacity and access
challenges faced by the small island developingeStathe least developed countries and the less
developed countries with economies in transitianidantified in the third Overall Performance Study
the Global Environment Facility;

5. Invites the third Assembly of the Global Environment Fagito include in its high-level
political discussions the opportunities and chaenof the GEF in its role as financial mechaniem f
the Convention;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with thartigs, to explore
opportunities for streamlining the guidance prodide the Global Environment Facility taking into
account the framework for goals and targets in gileci VII/30 as well as indicators for assessing
progress toward the achievement of the 2010 tamgdtto present the results to the Conference of the
Parties through the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working GroapReview of the Implementation of the
Convention;

7. Requests the Global Environment Facility to consult withetlexecutive Secretary in
relevant review processes undertaken by the Gla&mdronment Facility that affect the financial
mechanism of the Convention;

8. Decides to provide the following additional guidance to fBbal Environment Facility
in the provision of financial resources, in accoma with, Article 20 and Article 21 paragraph 1tlodé
Convention and in conformity with decisions 1/2/6ll Il/5, IV/13, V/13, VI/17 and VII/20 of the
Conference of the Parties;

Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

9. Requests the Global Environment Facility to provide an assce that the introduction
of the Resource Allocation Framework will not inyamay jeopardize eligible Parties’ access to fugdin
for biosafety-related activities including regiomativities where appropriate;

10. Regquests the Global Environment Facility to base their adlion of resources to support
the implementation of the Protocol on country neadd priorities, and as a priority to support the
establishment of a base level of capacity in adjille developing country Parties, in particulae feast
developed and the small island developing StatesParties with economies in transition;

11. Urges the Global Environment Facility to support in-cémym regional and subregional
stock-taking studies to enable:

(@) The better planning and customizing of futussistance to the respective needs of
eligible countries, given the fact that a “one-dirg-all” approach to biosafety has been demonestr#o
be inappropriate;

(b) The identification of clear and realistic taige

(© The identification and provision of technicaldaadequately experienced expertise for
the implementation of national biosafety frameworks

(d) The development of effective coordination whfekilitates the support, ownership and
involvement of all relevant national ministries aathorities, to ensure synergy and continuity;
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12. Requests the Global Environment Facility to support:

@) The provision of longer-term support for builgi consolidating and enhancing
sustainable human resource capacity in risk assggsamd risk management, and also in developing
detection techniques for identifying living modifi@rganisms;

(b) Awareness-raising, public participation andomfiation sharing, including through the
Biosafety Clearing-House;

© Coordination and harmonization of national bfesy frameworks at regional and
subregional levels, where appropriate;

(d) Sustainable national participation in the Bfesa Clearing-House, including
capacity-building, to take into account the neadMarties to be able to provide summary information
the common formats for reporting information (peutarly keywords for categorizing records) in an
official language of the United Nations to enaldgistration of such information with the Centrattab

(e) Transfer and joint development of technologyrisk assessment, risk management,
monitoring and detection of living modified orgamis,

() Development and implementation of national bfesy frameworks;

(9) Development of technical, financial, and humeapacity including postgraduate
education, biosafety-related laboratories and egleequipment;

(h) Implementation of the revised Action Plan fouiling Capacities for the Effective
Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Bidgafe

® Facilitation of the consultative informationtparing process leading to the preparation
of national reports under the Protocol for thoseettgping country Parties, in particular the least
developed and small island developing States, artieR with economies in transition, which lack
sufficient capacity in this regard;

13. Invites the Global Environment Facility, developed cour®arties and Governments, as
well as relevant organizations to take into accabetrevised Action Plan for Building Capacities floe
Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protooal Biosafety and increase their financial and
technical support to developing countries and ademit with economies in transition for its
implementation;

Island biodiversity

14, Requests the Global Environment Facility and its ImplemegtiAgencies to recognize
the programme of work on island biodiversity argdrélevance to developing countries, and in pdgicu
least developed countries and small island dewvedppbtates, and to provide support for its
implementation;

15. Requests the Global Environment Facility to further simplifiieir procedures so as to
take into account the special circumstances of IsiskEnd developing States in implementing the
programme of work on island biodiversity;

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

16. Invites the Global Environment Facility, in coordinationitiivthe Executive Secretary, to
identify gaps and needs in relation to existingficial resources, until 2010, to meet the unpretede
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additional efforts needed to significantly redube tate of biodiversity loss and maintain the psimrn
of ecosystem goods and services;

17. Encourages Parties and other Governments to conduct natiandl other sub-global
assessments making use of the conceptual frameavtknethodologies of the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, as appropriate, andtes the Global Environment Facility and bilateral amdltilateral
funding organizations, as appropriate, to provigelfng for these assessments;

Implementation of the Convention

18. Invites the Global Environment Facility to provide inforrmat on its contribution and
experience regarding the implementation of goaa® 3 of the Strategic Plan;

19. Invites the Global Environment Facility and bilateral andultihateral funding
organizations to provide funding for the review amtlate of national biodiversity strategies andoact
plans;

Technology transfer and cooperation

20. Invites the Global Environmental Facility to provide fingacsupport to developing
countries and countries with economies in transita the implementation of the programme of work;

Global Initiative on Communication, Education and Public Awareness

21. Urges the Global Environment Facility and other bilatexad multilateral institutions to
make available the necessary financial resourcpscely for developing countries, particularly the
least developed and small island developing Stated, countries with economies in transition, to
implement the identified Communication, Educationl &ublic Awareness priority activities at national
and regional levels in support of biodiversity s#gaes and action plans and any other information,
education, and communication awareness strategies;

National reporting

22. Invites the Global Environment Facility and other bilateaad multilateral financial
instruments as appropriate, to provide financigpsut to eligible Parties for the preparation ogith
fourth national reports, in a timely fashion andfprably no later than 1 January 2007;

23. Further invites the Global Environment Facility to explore andabéish easier and
expeditious mechanisms for the provision of furalsligible countries for preparing their futureinatl
reports;

Global Taxonomy Initiative

24. Requests the Global Environment Facility to continue to pag the implementation of
the planned activities contained in the programifeark on the Global Taxonomy Initiative, including
taxonomic needs assessments, projects with a tedonfocus or clearly identified taxonomic
components, and regional activities on taxonompacady development and access to technology;

25. Further requests the Global Environment Facility to provide finaricisesources to
developing countries, in particular the small iglateveloping States, and countries with econonmes i
transition, for projects which help to establishd asperationalize their national focal points foe th
Global Taxonomy Initiative, as well as financiafogirces to support capacity-building activitieshsas,
inter alia, taxonomic training related to specific taxa arfdimation technologies;
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26. Requests the secretariats of the Convention and the GlobalirBnment Facility to
conduct a joint analysis of funded projects reldtethe Global Taxonomy Initiative and relevantjpod
information contained in national reports, incluglianalysis of the resources directed specifically t
capacity-building, with a view to extracting bestagtices and sharing information and experience in
promoting financial support for the Initiative;

Invasive alien species

27. Notes the need for the provision of additional fundingtbe financial mechanism of the
Convention to support capacity-building for deveéhgpcountries, in particular the least developed an
small island developing States, and countries witbnomies in transition, to prevent or minimize the
risks of the dispersal and establishment of inv&siNen species at the national, subregional, gional
levels;

Protected areas

28. Invites the United Nations Development Programme, the W&#ohk, the United
Nations Environment Programme and other Implemgniigencies of the Global Environment Facility,
along with other relevant organizations, to helpilfiate and financially support the protected-area
financing roundtables referred to in paragraph &8 ¢f decision VIII/24, on protected areas, in
accordance with their mandates;

29. Invites the Global Environment Facility:

@) To support early action activities of the paygme of work, taking into account the
identified national needs at a scale to sufficiestipport developing countries, particularly thasle
developed and small island developing States, andtdes with economies in transition;

(b) To support national and regional systems oftgmted areas taking into account the
targets and timetables in the programme of work;

(© To maintain the proportion of funding for protied areas in the biodiversity envelop of
the business plan of the fourth phase of the Glé@maironment Facility, taking into account the goal
and targets in the programme of work and the niwhthe Global Environment Facility in providing
system-wide protected-areas support;

(d) To review and revise, as appropriate, its protecaeeas’ policies in relation to
indigenous and local communities; and

(e) To support community conserved areas, ensuringirtireediate, full and effective
participation of indigenous peoples and local comities in the development of relevant activities;

30. Invites the Implementing Agencies of the Global EnvironimEacility to treat requests
for access to funding for the projects mentione#dr{a) and (b) above in an expeditious manner.
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Annex

UPDATED LIST OF DEVELOPED COUNTRY PARTIESAND OTHER PARTIESTHAT
VOLUNTARILY ASSUME THE OBLIGATIONS OF DEVELOPED COUNTRY PARTIESTO
THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY (2006)

Australia Austria
Belgium Canada
Czech Republic Denmark
Finland France
Germany Greece
Iceland Ireland

Italy Japan
Luxembourg Monaco
Netherlands New Zealand
Norway Portugal
Slovenia Spain
Sweden Switzerland
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland




