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DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIESTO THE CONVENTION
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITSEIGHTH MEETING

VII/9. Implications of the findings of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
The Conference of the Parties

1. Acknowledges the reports of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessmienparticular the
Synthesis Report on Biodiversity (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTHINF/22) and its summary for decision
makers, as well as other reports, including the e&n Synthesis Report, synthesis reports on
Desertification, Human Health, and Wetlands andaNdhe report on Opportunities and Challenges for
Business and Industry, and the reports of the fearking groups on, respectively, current status and
trends, scenarios, policy responses, and multesaasessments, recognizing that these reportdaclu
key findings relevant to the implementation of @@nvention’s programmes of work;

2. Commends the ongoing efforts made by the Millennium EcosgstAssessment to make
available the summary and synthesis reports iroffieial languages of the United Nations and insite
Parties, other Governments and relevant donorsotddge support to complete this process;

3. Notes the successful use of indicators in the Millenniloosystem Assessment,
including those indicators of the framework congairin decision VII/30, for communicating trends in
biodiversity and highlighting its importance to hamn well-being, and further notes the need for
additional and improved measures of biodiversitg atosystem services at all scales, in order to
facilitate the application of indicators at the inaal level, assist in communication, set achiewabl
targets, enhance mutual supportiveness betweerivéisily conservation and other objectives, and
optimize responses;

4, Takes note of the main findings of the Biodiversity SyntheBigport, namely that:
(@ Biodiversity is being lost at rates unpreceddrh human history;

(b) Losses of biodiversity and decline of ecosyssemvices constitute a concern for human
well-being, especially for the well-being of thegpest;

© The costs of biodiversity loss borne by socaaty rarely assessed, but evidence suggests
that they are often greater than the benefits gdime®ugh ecosystem changes;
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(d) The drivers of loss of biodiversity and thevedrs of change in ecosystem services are
either steady, show no evidence of declining owee tor are increasing in intensity;

(e) Many successful response options have been bsgedurther progress in addressing
biodiversity loss will require additional actiorssdaddress the main drivers of biodiversity lossl an

() Unprecedented additional efforts will be regquirto achieve, by 2010, a significant
reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss at ali¢ls;

5. Notes the key messages contained in the Biodiversityl#gis Report;

6. Noting that the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment findst tthee degradation of
ecosystem services could significantly increasenduthe first half of this century, and is a barrie
achieving the Millennium Development Goals, andt tlz the same time, many of the actions being
undertaken to promote economic development anccesdunger and poverty could contribute to the loss
of biodiversity, emphasizes that the Millennium Development Goals, the 201@ea of significantly
reducing the rate of biodiversity loss, and oth#ernationally agreed targets related to biodiversi
environmental sustainability and development nedaktpursued in an integrated manner;

7. Noting the new and significant evidence presented in thideihium Ecosystem
Assessmentjrges Parties, other Governments and relevant organitio strengthen their efforts and
take the measures necessary to meet the 2010 talgeted in the Strategic Plan of the Conventiod, a
the goals and sub-targets annexed to decision O/lifaking into account the special needs,
circumstances and priorities of developing coustrie particular the least developed countriessandll
island developing States among them, and countiitiseconomies in transition;

8. Invites the Global Environment Facility, in coordinationitivthe Executive Secretary, to
identify gaps and needs in relation to existingficial resources, until 2010, to meet the unpretede
additional efforts needed to significantly redube tate of biodiversity loss and maintain the psimrn
of ecosystem goods and services;

9. Noting the finding of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessntbiat an increase in average
global temperature of two degrees or more abovenghgstrial temperatures will give rise to globally
significant impacts on ecosystems, with significammsequences for livelihoodg,ges Parties and other
Governments, where appropriate, to meet their comemnits under, and to take cognizance of, the
provisions of the United Nations Framework Conwamton Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, in
order to avoid dangerous impacts;

10. Mindful that the loss of biodiversity is coniing, and recognizing the inertia in
ecological systems and in the drivers of biodiwgrkiss and therefore the need for longer-termetisig
decides to consider, at its ninth meeting, the need tdesg\and update targets as part of the process of
revising the Strategic Plan beyond 2010;

11. Recognizes that the main drivers of biodiversity loss diflanong regions and countries;

12. Decides to consider the findings of the Millennium Ecosyst Assessment in the
implementation and the future review of the progras of work and cross-cutting issues under the
Convention;

13. Notes in particular the urgent need to address the sssidnéch the Assessment finds most
significant at the global level in terms of theirgacts on biodiversity and consequences for huneh w
being, such as:
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(a) Land use change and other habitat transformation;

(b) The consequences of over-fishing;

(© Desertification and degradation in dry and sub-liliainds;
(d) The multiple drivers of change to inland water gstasms;
(e) Increasing nutrient loading in ecosystems;

() The introduction of invasive alien species; and

(9) The rapidly increasing impacts of climate change;

14, Aware in particular of the impacts of these issues onctireservation and customary use
of biodiversity by local and indigenous communitiesxd the consequences for their well-being,
emphasizes the need for dialogue with such communities;

15. Aware also of the inter-sectoral nature of many of these issuigyes Parties and other
Governments to promote dialogue among differentosgcto mainstream biodiversity, at the regional
and national levels including, when appropriateptigh the processes of the Convention, to address
linkages between the conservation and sustainat@eofi biodiversity and, among others, international
trade, finance, agriculture, forestry, tourism, imi} energy and fisheries, in order to contributdhte
more effective implementation of the Conventionparticular its Article 6;

16. Recognizing that these issues are the concern of a numbethef international and
regional conventions and processes;ourages Parties and other Governments to also addresse thes
issues within these other international conventams regional processes;

17. Requests the Executive Secretary to bring the findings lodé Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment to the attention of the liaison grouphef biodiversity-related conventions, and to other
multilateral environmental agreements and relevuaternational and regional processes, with a view t
explore options, within their respective mandated, s appropriate, for joint activities to sucéalbs
address and respond to the direct and indirecedriof biodiversity loss;

18. Aware of the impacts of the inequalities in the useafaurces and the implications of
this imbalance for the drivers of biodiversity Ipsgges Parties to change unsustainable patterns of
production and consumption that impact on bioditgrdaking into account the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development, includingter alia, the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities, as set out in Article 7 of theoRDeclaration, as well as the provisions of the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation;

19. Aware also of the need to improve knowledge of trends in hiedsity, and
understanding of its value, including its role metprovision of ecosystem services, as a means of
improving decision-making at global, regional, natil and local levels, and also recognizing cras¢es
interactions in ecosystemsyges Parties, other Governments and relevant orgaoizstiincluding
scientific bodies, to increase support for and divate researchinter alia, to improve: basic knowledge
and understanding of biodiversity and its compaosienonitoring systems; measures of biodiversity;
biodiversity valuation; models of change in biodgity, ecosystem functioning and ecosystem sesyice
and understanding of thresholds;
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20. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration withewgint organizations, taking
into account the Millennium Ecosystem Assessmeaha&gos, to assist Parties in the development of
appropriate regionally-based response scenaridsnwiite framework of the Convention’s programmes
of work, and to coordinate these efforts with otimernational and regional organizations involvéth
work on scenarios;

21. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical arethinological Advice to take
note in its deliberations of the linkages betwe@diversity and relevant socio-economic issues and
analysis, including economic drivers of biodiversithange, valuation of biodiversity and its
components, and of the ecosystem services provadedell as biodiversity’s role in poverty alleviat
and achieving the Millennium Development Goals;

22. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical anechinological Advice and
invites Parties to draw upon the lessons learned fromvtiiennium Ecosystem Assessment process,
including the sub-global assessments, and to ma&eas appropriate of its conceptual framework and
methodologies in further developing work on enviremtal impact assessment, strategic environmental
assessment and the ecosystem approach;

23. Encourages Parties and other Governments to conduct natiandl other sub-global
assessments making use of the conceptual frameavtknethodologies of the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, as appropriate, andtes the Global Environment Facility and bilateral amdltilateral
funding organizations, as appropriate, to provigelfng for these assessments;

24, Requests the Executive Secretary to draw upon relevant rindion from the
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and other relesantces in the preparation of future editions ef th
Global Biodiversity Outlook and meeting documerttagi

25. Invites Parties and the Executive Secretary to use alvaglt Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment reports, as appropriate, in strengthedisogue with other stakeholders, including the
private sector, and to promote the wider dissentnabf the findings contained in these reports,
including through the clearing-house mechanism;

26. Encourages Parties, other Governments and relevant orgapizatio make use, as
appropriate, of the methodologies and conceptaahémwork of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment;

27. Emphasizes the need for contributions of Parties, other Governmentsl arlevant
organizations for capacity-building to support greged ecosystem assessment and improvement of
knowledge and understanding about trends in biosiitye ecosystem goods and services and human
well-being, through the provision of adequate resesi and the dissemination of findings, methode®gi
and procedures of the Millennium Ecosystem Assesgmespecially in developing countries, in
particular the least developed countries and sislahd developing States among these, and countries
with economies in transition;

28. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical aretinological Advice and the
Executive Secretary to contribute to the evaluatibthe Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, due to be
undertaken during 2007 by the institutions repressgton the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Board,
focusing in particular on the impact of the Millémm Ecosystem Assessment on implementation of the
Convention at global, regional, national and |degéls;

29. Decides to consider, at its ninth meeting, the evaluatibrihe Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment to be undertaken during 2007, and & foe another integrated assessment of biodiyersit
and ecosystems, taking into account the futuresptdrthe Global Biodiversity Outlook, as well a® th
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outcomes of the current and future processes oGthbal Environment Outlook of the United Nations
Environment Programme, and scientific assessmbatsmay be undertaken by the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;

30. Also decides to consider, at its ninth meeting, taking into ot the results of other relevant
processes, options for improving the availabilibythe Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice of scientific information amadvice on biodiversity, keeping in mind the need to
avoid duplication of efforts.



