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DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES T O THE CONVENTION
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITS EIGHTH MEETING

VIIL/S. Article 8(j) and related provisions

Bearing in mindthat for the purposes of this decision, protectadntraditional knowledge,
innovations and practices must be interpreted @omance with the provisions of Article 8(j),

A. I mplementation and in-depth review of the programme of work for Article 8(j)
and related provisions and integration of the relevant tasks of the programme of
work into the thematic programmes

The Conference of the Parties

1. Requeststhe Executive Secretary to continue to report orogmess on the
implementation of Article 8(j) and related provisgobased on information submitted to the Executive
Secretary, for consideration at the fifth meetingtlee Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on
Article 8(j) and Related Provisions;

2. Invites Parties to submit through their national repaftgppropriate, to the Executive
Secretary, reports on progress in achieving naktipagicipation of indigenous and local communities
and associated capacity-building, aedquestghe Executive Secretary to compile these subrmssamd,
as appropriate and with the assistance of Partidsoé indigenous and local communities, prepare a
statistical report thereon identifyingnter alia, participation in different bodies of the Conventio
participation from different countries/continenfsrticipation in government delegations as well as
outside of government delegations, and those fubgladluntary mechanisms;

3. Request®arties that have not yet submitted informatiagarding the implementation of
the programme of work to do so in consultation viitligenous and local communities, as appropriate,
in time for the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Opended Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related
Provisions

4. Underlinesthat the continued implementation of the progranohevork should take
note of work being carried out in other relevartéinational bodies;
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5. Requestshe Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Article &fid Related Provisions
at its next meeting to address, as a priority,titmeframe to initiate work on the remaining taskshe
programme of work ;

6. Requestshe Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Articlg 8fid Related Provisions
to analyse work initiated and/or advanced on rdlgbeovisions, in particular Articles 10 (c), 17,
paragraph 2, and 18, paragraph 4, of the Converdiuth based on this information to provide advice o
how these related provisions may be further advéiaoel implemented,;

7. Decides furtherthat the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-endedrkifty Group on
Article 8(j) and Related Provisions be organizetmto the ninth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties in order to ensure further advancemenhefimplementation of the programme of work on
Article 8(j) and related provisions;

8. Notesthe progress made in the integration of the reievasks of the programme of
work in the thematic programmes of the Convention;

9. Requeststhe Executive Secretary to continue reporting ooagpess achieved in the
integration of relevant tasks of the programme oflnon Article 8(j) into the thematic programmesda
to consider ways and means that the Working Graup assist in the implementation of work in the
thematic programmes for the consideration of theHst Open-ended Working Group on Article 8(j)
and Related Provisions at its fifth meeting.

B. Composite report on status and trends regarding the knowledge innovations and
practices relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity

l. COMPOSITE REPORT
The Conference of the Parties

1. Takes notewvith appreciationof the information prepared for the fourth meetofghe
Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional Working GroupAaticle 8(j) and Related Provisions and in
particular, the completion of phase one of the amsitp report, which includes the report on
traditional-knowledge registers and the regionaltisrreport;

2. Also notes with appreciatiothe progress in the work of phase two of the corlit@os
report;

3. Further notesthe discussion on the composite report held atfdhgh meeting of the
Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisoandrequeststhe Executive Secretary to further
develop phase two of the composite report takibhg #mcount comments made at the discussion;

4, Recommend$o Parties and Governments to bear in mind thgisters are only one
approach to the protection of traditional knowledgeovations and practices, and as such their
establishment should be voluntary, not a preretgufer protection. Registers should only be esshleld
with the prior informed consent of indigenous anchl communities;

5. Requestshe Executive Secretary to explore the possibitifydeveloping technical
guidelines for recording and documenting traditlokaowledge, innovations and practices, , and to
analyse the potential threats of such documentdtiothe rights of holders of traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices, with the full and effexiparticipation of indigenous and local commugsti
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6. Notes with concernthe specific vulnerabilities of indigenous and locammunities,
inter alia, of the Arctic, small island States and high aftés, concerning the impacts of climate change
and accelerated threats, such as pollution, droagitt desertification, to traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices, amdquestsfurther research be conducted, subject to theladbitify of
resources, into highly vulnerable indigenous andallocommunities, with a focus on causes and
solutions, with the outcomes of the research tonkde available to the Working Group on Article 8(j)
and Related Provisions for attention at its fiftaeting;

7. Recallselement 19 in the annex to decision VII/16 E (tRarshould establish measures
to ensure respect for the rights of unprotectedabuntarily isolated communities”) angqueststhe
Executive Secretary in consultation with Governragirternational organizations, indigenous andlloca
communities and all interested stakeholders, teareh and prepare a report on possible measures to
ensure respect for the rights of unprotected ahahtarily isolated communities taking into accothmir
traditional knowledge and the development of acaaskbenefit-sharing regimes;

8. Decidesto renew the mandate of the advisory group estadalisoy decisions VI/10,
annex |, paragraph 28 (b), and VII/16 E, paragr@tt), and to continue to provide advice on théhier
development of phase two of the composite repod, an particular, element D, subject to the
availability of resources.

.  ELEMENTS OF A PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE RETENTION
OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, INNOVATIONS AND
PRACTICES EMBODYING TRADITIONAL LIFESTYLES
RELEVANT FOR THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE
USE OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

9. Notes with appreciatiothe advancement of many elements of the plan tadraor the
retention of traditional knowledge, innovations aprhctices embodying lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustainable use of biologicalrditye

10. Urges Parties and Governments to take appropriate mesdor further advance the
elements of the plan of action;

11. Requeststhe Executive Secretary to continue to report ooggmess on the further
development of elements of the plan of action a ftith meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended
Inter-Sessional Working Group on Article 8(j) andl&ed Provisions;

12. Requestshe Executive Secretary to take into consideratimmments made at the fourth
meeting of the Working Group on Article 8(j) andl&ed Provisions, and to continue gathering and
analysing information, in consultation with Parti€dovernments, indigenous and local communities,
with a view to further developing the plan of aatigiving priority to sections B and D, and to repan
the advancement of this task to the Working Graduigsdifth meeting;

13. Requestshe Executive Secretary twmllaborate with Parties in convening, subjecth®s t
availability of financial resources, regional angbregional workshops to assist indigenous and local
communities in capacity-building, education andniray, with particular emphasis on the participatio
of women from indigenous and local communities.
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C. I nternational regime on access and benefit-sharing: collaboration with the Ad
Hoc Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing and participation of
indigenous and local communities

The Conference of the Parties,
Recallingits decision VII/19 D,

1. Requestghe collaboration and contribution of the Ad Hoce@gended Inter-sessional
Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provissoto the fulfilment of the mandate of the Ad Hoc
Open-ended Working Group on Access and Benefithstpdoy providing views on the elaboration and
negotiation of an international regime on access laenefit-sharing relevant to traditional knowledge
innovations and practices associated with genetspurces and to the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from their utilization amdqueststhe Executive Secretary to compile these views and
make them available to the Ad Hoc open-ended Wdgrkiroup on Access and Benefit-sharing before
its sixth meeting;

2. Invitesindigenous and local communities to submit to tigeivernments and to provide
to the Secretariat comments, including case-studiegheir experience with effective measures ffigr t
protection of their traditional knowledge, innowats and practices associated with genetic resgurces

3. Requestshe Executive Secretary, where practicable, to niagenecessary arrangements
for the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Accass Benefit-sharing to be convened immediately
following the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional Kiflay Group on the Article 8(j) and Related
Provisions;

4. Invites Parties, Governments, and donor organizations mériboite to provide the ways
and means to facilitate sufficient preparation padicipation of representatives of indigenous kEwdl
communities in the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessivvarking Group on Article 8(j) and Related
Provisions and the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Grmup\ccess and Benefit-sharing;

5. Requestshe Executive Secretary to endeavour to make dentation for the meetings
of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional Workingupron Article 8(j) and Related Provisions and the
Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Access and Beslefring available three months prior to those
meeting, where possible, to facilitate consultationith representatives of indigenous and local
communities;

6. Having regardto paragraph 1 abovegaffirmsparagraph 6 of decision VII/19 D, and to
this end:

(a) Requestshe Executive Secretary to provide administrasupport to representatives
from indigenous and local communities through pcattmeasures, including making available meeting
rooms, access to documentation, and computer aotbgidpying facilities, subject to the availabily
funds;

(b) Invites Parties and Governments to increase the partiompatf representatives of
indigenous and local communities’ organizationsfiicial delegations to meetings of the Ad Hoc Open
ended Working Group on Access Benefit-sharing &edAd Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional Working
Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, withprejudice to the participation of representatioé
indigenous and local communities outside officielledjations;

(© Invites Parties, Governments, donor countréggl organizations to facilitate the
participation of indigenous and local communitiaspreparatory processes for the meetings of the Ad

/...
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Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Access Benefitisband the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional
Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provision

7. Invites chairpersons to facilitate the effective partitipa of representatives of
indigenous and local communities and to consulimthas appropriate, on issues related to traditional
knowledge, innovations and practices and assocgeadtic resources, in proceedings related to idecis
VII/19 D in accordance with the rules of procedure.
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D. Mechanismsto promote the effective participation of indigenous and
local communitiesin matters related to the objectives of Article 8()
and related provisions

The Conference of the Parties adopts the followingchanism to promote the effective
participation of indigenous and local communitiegrieetings held under the Convention.

l. CRITERIA FOR THE OPERATION OF THE VOLUNTARY FUNDING
MECHANISM

1. Adoptsthe draft criteria for the operation of the volamyt funding mechanism annexed to
the present recommendation;

2. UrgesParties, Governments as well as relevant fundisgtirions and mechanisms to
make voluntary contributions to the trust fund,;

3. Invites Parties, Governments and relevant funding ingtibgt and mechanisms to
provide financial support to developing countrytieay; in particular the least developed and snsihid
developing States among them, and countries witinauies in transition, where appropriate, for
capacity-building and training for representatieéindigenous and local communities in meetingthef
Convention;

I THE ROLE OF THE THEMATIC FOCAL POINT UNDER THE
CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM

4, Noteswith appreciationthe launching of the traditional knowledge infotioa portal
and related initiatives by the Secretariat, inahgdihe provision of other communication tools thed
easily accessible for indigenous and local comnes)it

5. Takes not®f the need for appropriate and effective fundiethh made available for the
translation of notifications and other informatiogesources, including the traditional knowledge
information portal, for indigenous and local comnti@s, as appropriate, into the six official langaa
of the United Nations,

6. Requestshe Executive Secretary to:

(@) Convene, subject to the availability of finaaciesources, regional and subregional
workshops on new information and web-based teclgdoto assist indigenous and local communities
in their use and to facilitate the establishmerdarhmunication networks;

(b) Monitor the use of the Convention website amgbarticular, the traditional knowledge
information portal, and to consult with indigenamd local communities and their organizations, ¢nat
participating in the work of the Convention, suchtlae International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversit
to identify any gaps or shortcomings and to reporthe fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended
Inter-Sessional Working Group on Article 8(j) andl&ed Provisions;

© Launch, subject to available resources, pilovjgrts in developing countries, in
particular the least developed and small islandelbping States among them, and countries with
economies in transition, relating to enhancing tbke of the national clearing-house mechanism in
providing information to indigenous and local conmities;
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(d) Provide, in a timely fashion, documentation fieeetings under the Convention in the six
United Nations languages to the national focal im order to facilitate their use in the preces
consultations with, between and within indigenond Bpcal communities;

7. Invites Parties, Governments and relevant funding instiigi and mechanisms to
provide financial support to developing countrytieay; in particular the least developed and snsidhid
developing States among them, and countries withauies in transition where appropriate, to support
national projects for the translation of documentatfor meetings of the Convention on Biological
Diversity into local languages.

Annex

DRAFT CRITERIA FOR THE OPERATION OF THE VOLUNTARY F UNDING MECHANISM
A. Administrative context, structure and processes of the fund

The following administrative context, structure grdcesses are based on precedents adapted to
the context of the Convention on Biological Diveysaind are consistent with the Financial Regulation
and Rules of the United Nations.

(@ Title of trust fund

The title of the trust fund is the Voluntary TruBund to Facilitate the Participation of
Indigenous and Local Communities in the Work of @a@nvention on Biological Diversity.
(b) Fund management

The Trust Fund will be administered by United NaticEnvironment Programme (UNEP), as

Trustee with a 13 per cent charge for administeatbosts and expenditures, and shall operate in
accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rofiélse United Nations.

(© Title of programme manager

The Executive Secretary of the Convention on BiiglalgDiversity is the programme manager of
the Fund.
(d) Advisory Selection Committee

In the selection of beneficiaries in accordancénhie criteria for selection provided in section B
below, the Executive Secretary will consult, thowctronic means and long-distance communication,
with an Advisory Selection Committee consisting sefven representatives of indigenous and local
communities nominated by indigenous and local conities from the seven geo-cultural regions

applied under the United Nations Permanent Forurmdigenous Issues, as well as with the Bureau of
the Conference of the Parties.

(e) Legislative mandate

The legislative mandate derives from paragraph fl@lezision VII/16 G, on participatory
mechanisms for indigenous and local communitiegptadbat the seventh meeting of the Conference of
the Parties.

) Possible donor(s)

Voluntary contributions are anticipated from vadotParties and Governments, financial
institutions and foundations, intergovernmental aod-governmental organizations and private estitie

/...
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(9) Fund-raising and sources of funding

The Executive Secretary may undertake appropriatevittes and initiatives to encourage
contributions, as required.

(h) Focus/purpose of the Fund

The primary focus of the Fund is to facilitate tparticipation of indigenous and local
communities, in meetings under the Convention, uidicly meetings of the indigenous and local
community advisory group/steering committee to pinegramme of work of Article 8(j) and Related
Provisions, (hereafter referred to as the “Advis@youp”) established by decision VI/10, annex |,
paragraph 28 and VII/16 E, paragraph 4 (d), anelegit meetings of ad hoc technical expert groups, a
in particular but not exclusively those that aréated to the objectives of Article 8(j) and Related
Provisions.

® Relationship to other approved or proposed trusfunds

In supporting participants from indigenous and lamanmunities, in the work of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD), the Fund remains tlemly United Nations fund specifically for
indigenous and local community participation in tregs related to the Convention.

()] Collaboration with other Trust Funds

The Secretariat will remain in contact with othelewant funds to ensure complementarity, to
achieve gender, age and geographic equity and oid asverlap or duplication regarding funding
arrangements and to ascertain that the level oéréigp and qualifications of individual applicargs
ensured and by doing so that funding is effectiadligcated and used.

B. Proposed recommendations for selection criteria for beneficiaries of the fund

The following selection criteria for beneficiariesthe Fund are applied, in accordance with the
Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Netjdo ensure an objective and transparent sehectio
process:

0] Main criteria

(a) Special priority is given to participants frandigenous and local communities from
developing countries and countries with economiesansition and small island developing States but
not excluding applicants from indigenous and l@mahmunities in developed countries;

(b) Gender balance should be applied, recogniziegspecial role of indigenous and local
community women (in knowledge, innovations and pcas) from indigenous and local communities;

(© Broad geographical representation and geogramtemographic and ethnic balance
should be applied according to the seven geo-allttegions applied under the United Nations
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, while rezognithat issues under discussion at specific
meetings may require the representation of padrdadigenous and local communities.

(i) Other criteria

(a) Age balance should be applied recognizing tmportant role of Elders, in the
intergenerational transfer of knowledge, innovagiamd practices of indigenous and local communities
and the role of youth;
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(b) The Secretariat will give priority, as appr@te, to applicants living in their own
community and territory and/or country (vis-a-vigpécants living abroad).

(iii) Requirements

(@) The only beneficiaries of assistance fromRbed shall be participants from indigenous
and local communities and their organizations:

0] Who are so considered by the Executive Secretacgnisultation with the Advisory
Selection Committee and the Bureau of the Confereofcthe Parties, and in
accordance with established practice under the €uion, or through official
accreditation under other bodies;

(i) Who would not, in the opinion of the Executive Sgary in consultation with the
Advisory Committee, be able to attend the meetimgthout such assistance
provided;

(b) Travel costs (economy air ticket and daily sstiemce allowancejot including health,
accident or travel insurance — these costs shoaldnet by the individual and/or the organizationniggi
representeflapproved by the Secretariat are given on an iddal basis. An organization or beneficiary
cannot request that a beneficiary be replaced byhan one, except under exceptional circumstances,
time permitting and upon approval by the Secretaridominating bodies are strongly encouraged to
ascertain the availability of individuals beforeeyhare nominated and to nominate a number of
candidates in priority order taking into accounvg®phic, age and gender equity;

(©) The participants nominated should be those nated by the indigenous or local
communities and the organizations applying for ricial assistance should be indigenous or local
community organizations. Indigenous and local comity individuals from non-governmental
organizations may also be considered where negessat appropriate. The Secretariat will also
consider indigenous and local community individuale have the authority to speak on behalf of their
communities as political representatives;

(d) The Secretariat will only consider applicationsvhich provide a letter of
recommendation signed by an executive of their miggdion or by indigenous and local community
representatives. The Secretariat will not take @tcount a letter of recommendations signed by the
applicant herself/himself;

(e) For participants from indigenous and local camities from developing countries,
including small island developing States, as weltauntries with economies in transition, partitimg
on the official delegations of Parties, the Seciatawill only consider applications which provide
letter of recommendation from the organization @ammunity being represented and confirmation from
their government that the participant will be irdd on their official delegation;

() The Secretariat only considers a maximum of {&p applicants per organization or
community and organizations or communities subngttiwo names are requested to consider gender
balance (and where possible, to submit both a aradea female applicant);

(9) Applicants must submit application forms andammendation letters in one of the six
official languages of the United Nations (Engligfrench, Spanish, Russian, Chinese or Arabic).
Applications in other languages will not be considEby the Secretariat;

(h) Applicants must indicate their role and/or m@sgibilities in their organization or
community;

0] The Secretariat's selection of an applicardttend a specific meeting of the Convention
on Biological Diversity does not exclude anothesommendation to attend other relevant meetings and
vice versa.
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The criteria for selection are reflected in the lagpion forms, which are available on the
webpage of the Secretariat hatp://www.biodiv.org/default.shtml The Secretariat will advise of meetings
through official communications, where possiblgefimonths in advance to facilitate early appliaaio
Applications must be received by the Secretariathef Convention on Biological Diversity within 45
days of the official communication by the Secretadf the call for applications. An applicationrfois
provided in the appendix hereto.
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Appendix

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY V. OLUNTARY FUNDING
MECHANISM FOR INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES (THE FUND)

APPLICATION FORM FOR APPLICANTS FROM INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL

COMMUNITIES OR ORGANIZATIONS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DELIBERATIONS OF: Recent
Photo
if possible.
Please identify the meeting that you wish to partipate in and quote the notification

reference number. In the case you apply for morenan one meeting, please indicate
your preference/priority using the numbers 1 to 3 (1 being your first priority )

YEAR:

The application form must be completed in_one of t United Nations official languages(e.g.
English, French, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, and Ase) and all guestionsmust be answered.
Please use additional pages if needed to properinswer all questions.

O Please mark this box if your organization/s is acedited to the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

l. INFORMATION ON THE APPLICANT

1. Name ofthe indigenous and/or local community applicant gmeed for a grant (If the
organization and/or community wishes to nominate applicants, a separate application form must be
filled out for each applicant; a maximum two apahts per organization/community will be considered.
The Secretariat encourages indigenous and locaimcmnty organizations to propose, if possible, one
woman and one man.) Individuals must hold a natiogpassport that permits them to travel
internationally.

Family name (as it appears on your passport):

First name:

Gender: Nationality:

Date of birth (day/month/year):

Role and/or Responsibility of applicant in the
organization/community:
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Profession and occupation of applicant:

(Please attach a recent curriculum vitae/biography)

Indicate the name of the indigenous and local conityor affiliation that you belong térhe applicant
must be an indigenous or local community person)

Address of applicant:

Telephone (with country and city codes): Fax:

Email:

Languages Spoken AND Working languages:

Please note that the official languages of the Umeil Nations (simultaneous interpretation) are
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spasti. Whereas it is not mandatory, it is
advisable that the applicant understands and speaksne of these languages.

2. Please provide relevant information on your epee regarding the subject matter of the
meeting/s for which you have applied:

Il. Information on the indigenous and/or local comnunity organization

3. Name of the indigenous and/or local communityaaization submitting an application for its
participant:

Mailing address:

Telephone (with country and city codes): Fax:

Email:
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4, Description of the activities of the indigen@rl/or local community organization:
5. Indicate which indigenous and/or local commumytgu will represent and what relevant

information you will provide to the meeting/s fohigh you have applied:

6. Please provide a brief statement indicating lyow and your organization would benefit from
participation in this meeting and how you plan titize the experience in your work.

7. A letter of nomination and recommendation signed by an executive official or body of the
applicant’s indigenous or local community organizaibn or indigenous or local community
authorities must be attached to this form. Without this signed letter, applications will not be
complete and the Secretariawill not be able to consider them.

. Additional Information

8. Indicate if you have already participated inestrelevant United Nations meetings:
Name of meeting/s: Year:
9. Indicate if you have already benefited from avéil grant from the Fund or any other United

Nations fund to attend relevant United Nations rngst
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Name of meeting: ear.Y

10. Please indicate the reason why you are requefatiancial assistance from the Fund:

11. Level of grant requested. Please note thaFtimel's grantglo not include health, accident or

travel insurance, and that these costs should be gy the individual and/or the organization being
represented

O Full (Includes air travel in economy class and a datipend. Grants _do _not _include health,
accident or travel insurance:

O Partial: Indicate which part and amount of expenses wdlldovered by you/your organization:

12. Proposed travel itinerary from your home toutgp/¢o the venue of the meeting (cities of

transport, modes of transportation plane/trainfimetuding dates). Please note that beneficiaries a

expected to take the cheapest and most direct foarte their home to the meeting they are attending
unless authorize by the Secretariat under excegitmrcumstances:

O From (town/city) through tyjci to
13. Please indicate your closest airport of departu
Airport: Location:

Would you authorize the Secretariat of the Fund touse this information for a data-base of
indigenous and local community organizations and/oiindividuals with expertise in the various
areas of the CBD and also allow other organizationsuch as UNPFII (United Nations Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues), UNITAR (United Nationdnstitute for Training and Research) or
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OHCHR (Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights), to have access to this application

form so that they may contact you to invite you tattend other events?

Yes[d No[O

Signature of the applicant Date

THIS APPLICATION HAS TO BE SIGNED, DATED AND ACCOMP ANIED BY A LETTER OF
NOMINATION/RECOMMENDATION AND RECEIVED BY THE SECRE TARIAT OF THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT LEAST THREE ( 3) MONTHS PRIOR TO
THE MEETING TO BE CONSIDERED FOR FUNDING:

The Executive Secretary
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversi
Ph. 1 514 2882220
Fax 1 514 288 6588
United Nations Environment Programme
Secretariat for the Convention on Biological Divigys
413 St. Jacques Street, Suite 800,
Montreal. Qc. Canada. H2Y 1NP
URL: http://www.biodiv.org
Email: secretariat@biodiv.org

For more information on traditional knowledge issyglease consult the website of the Convention
Biological Diversity athttp://www.biodiv.org/default.shtml

Due to the large number of applications received,rdy beneficiaries of a grant will be notified.

You are invited to consult the list of beneficiaigvhich will be available on the CBD’s Website gho
after the decisions are taken before the meetingjaestion.
( http://www.biodiv.org/default.shtm)

on
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E. Development of elements of sui generis systemsfor the protection of the
knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities

The Conference of the Parties,
Recallingdecision VII/16 H, in particular paragraphs 6 &ayl 6 (b),

1. UrgesParties and Governments to develop, adopt andémgnize national and locsuii
generismodels for the protection of traditional knowledg@ovations and practices with the full and
effective participation of indigenous and local counities.

2. UrgesParties and Governments to report on these inigigtto adopt local and national
sui generigmodels and to share experiences through the steduse mechanism;

3. Invites Parties and Governments with transboundary digigh of some biological and
genetic resources and associated traditional kmimeleto consider the establishment of regional
sui generisframeworks for the protection of traditional knedfe, innovations and practices, as
appropriate, with the full and effective particijpat of indigenous and local communities;

4, Requestghe Executive Secretary to continue gathering amaysing information, in
consultation with Parties, Governments, indigenans local communities, to further develeg a
priority issue, the possible elements listed indhaex to decision VII/16 H for consideration b thd
Hoc Open-ended Inter-Sessional Working Group orickr8(j)) and Related Provisions at its fifth
meeting, and further requests the Working GroupB8@h to identify priority elements o$ui generis
systems;

5. In the spirit of mutual supportiveness and toidwuplication of effortsrequeststhe
Executive Secretary to inform other relevant orgatibns, such as those listed in decision VII/1®H,
the potential elements to be considered in theldpueent ofsui generissystems for the protection of
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices;

6. Acknowledgeshe work being done at the Intergovernmental Cdtemion Intellectual
Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knogdeaind Folklore of the World Intellectual Property
Organization on the intellectual property aspedtsud generissystems for the protection of traditional
knowledge against misappropriation and misuse;

7. Acknowledgeghe ongoing discussions in the World Trade Org#itn to examine,
inter alia, the relationship between the Agreement on Tratlted Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights and the Convention on Biological Diversitydahe protection of traditional knowledge;

8. Invites the Parties and Governments, indigenous and lacahmunities, and
non-governmental organizations to communicate t® 8ecretariat their views on the definitions
(UNEP/CBD/WGB8J/4/7, annex Il), related to the pregtecision andequestghe Executive Secretary to
compile these views for consideration at the fiftieeting of the Working Group on Article 8(j) and
Related Provisions;
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F. Elementsof an ethical code of conduct to ensure respect for the cultural and
intellectual heritage of indigenous and local communitiesrelevant to the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity

The Conference of the Parties

1. Takes noteof the draft elements of an ethical code of cohdaensure respect for the
cultural and intellectual heritage of indigenousl docal communities relevant for the conservatiod a
sustainable use of biological diversity, as corgdim the note by the Executive Secretary on thgest
(UNEP/CBD/WG8J/4/8);

2. Invites Parties, Governments, indigenous and local comimesnirelevant international
organizations and other relevant stakeholders; héteing undertaken, where appropriate, consuhatio
to submit written comments to the Executive Secyetan the draft elements, at least six monthsrgao
the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group ontiale 8(j) and Related Provisions;

3. Requestshe Executive Secretary to transmit the presensecto the United Nations
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and to sdek@ation in the development of the code;

4. Requestshe Executive Secretary to compile the views androents provided and make
the compilation as well as a revised draft on el@mef an ethical code of conduct, available astlea
three months prior to the fifth meeting of the AedWorking Group on Article 8(j) and Related
Provisions for its consideration;

5. Requestshe Ad Hoc Working Group on Article 8(j) and Ra&dtProvisions to further
develop the draft elements of an ethical code ofloct and submit these to the Conference of thieeBar
at its ninth meeting for consideration and possdaleption;

6. Invites Parties, Governments, relevant international dmgdions and relevant
stakeholders to take note of the annex to the ptesision.

Annex

1. In the further development of the draft elemayitan ethical code of conduct, all relevant actors
are encouraged to engage positively and in a aaiste manner.

2. The following list reflects a variety of viewkat were raised in an initial exchange of views at
the fourth meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group ortiéle 8(j) and Related Provisions, which are not
necessarily commonly held but which may be useftliither work:

(@) Consistency with the mandate of the ConventioBiological Diversity;

(b) Paying due respect to the work and mandatesttadr international organizations, in
particular of the United Nations Commission on HarRaghts;

(© Developing a more logical structure of the doent and of the sequence and location of
paragraphs;

(d) Audiences: the draft elements of the ethicalecof conduct should be targeted and
useful for different audiences;
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(e) Scope of the draft elements of the ethical cofdeonduct: language of the code to be
reviewed,;

() Respect for national legislation;

(9) Section 3 (“Ethical Principles”) of annex | the note by the Executive Secretary on
elements of an ethical code of conduct (UNEP/CBDBM@G/8) offers guidance relating to the scope of
the draft elements of the ethical code of conduct;

(h) Incorporation of customary law and practices;
® Research management tools for indigenous acel bmmunities;

()] Some aspects in the document UNEP/CBD/WG8Jihigh appear in the draft elements
are more appropriate as an explanation;

(K) Relationship between different indigenous arhl communities;
)] The draft elements of the ethical code may cova only research on sacred sites, lands
and waters;

(m) Title of the draft elements of the ethical coday be revisited;

(n) The concept “indigenous communities” may belaepd by the concept “indigenous
peoples”;

(o) Ethical principles: application of the drafteslents of the ethical code may not be
restricted to research carried out inside indigenand/or local communities but include research on
traditional knowledge carried oek situ;

(p) Take into account the integrity of indigenoesples’ collective rights;

Q) The scope of the draft elements of the ethicale may include both interaction with
indigenous and local communities as well as refeaccess to, use, exchange, and management of
information concerning traditional knowledge, inatiens and practices for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity;

(n The draft elements of the ethical code of camduay take into account the need for
researchers to return the results of their resetiréhdigenous and local communities and to seek th
prior informed consent of the communities beforplgipg for intellectual property rights;

(s) The draft elements of the ethical code of cohdoay include the elements of ethical
principles of indigenous peoples.
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G. Indicatorsfor assessing progress towards the 2010 biodiversity target: status
of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices

The Conference of the Parties

1. Considersthat a more structured technical process is reduio guide further work in
the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Article &(j)d Related Provisions on further development
of a limited number of meaningful and practical icadors for assessing the status of traditional
knowledge, innovations and practices, for asseqmiogress towards the 2010 biodiversity target;

2. InvitesParties, Governments and relevant organizationspmsultation with indigenous
and local communities, to provide to the ExecuBerretary information on activities pertaining he t
development and application of indicators for asisgsthe status of traditional knowledge, innovagio
and practices, including on the testing of protes/mnd pilot projects, through existing reporting
mechanisms;

3. Requestghe Executive Secretary to compile this informatiand make it available
through the clearing-house mechanism and, as apatm®pto the technical process referred to in
paragraph 1 above;

4, Invitesthe Open-ended Working Group on Article 8(j) andaiad Provisions, to further
elaborate a limited number of meaningful and pcattindicators for assessing progress in the
implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Conieenaind the 2010 biodiversity target, before the 5
meeting of the Working Group on Article 8(j) andi&ed Provisions:

5. Welcomeshe initiative of the International Indigenous &oar on Biodiversity (IIFB)
Working Group on Indicators to organize an inteioral expert seminar on Indicators relevant for
indigenous and local communities and the Convention Biological Diversity, with the aim of
supporting the work of the Open-ended Working GraupArticle 8(j) and Related Provisions, the
Strategic Plan of the Convention, the 2010 tamed, the Millennium Development Goals;

6. Invites Parties, the United Nations Permanent Forum oigémebus Issues, the United
Nations Development Programme, the United NatiothgchBtional, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
IUCN, the 2010 Biodiversity Indicator Partnershipdaorganizations with relevant experience and data-
sets relevant to this work, donors, the academeresearch institutions and other interested boities
support and collaborate with the Open-ended Workdngup on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions and
the IIFB Indicators Initiative with the above mamted technical process;
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H. Recommendations of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous | ssues
The Conference of the Parties

1. Welcomesthe close cooperation between the Convention ppesd the Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues on matters pertainingndigenous and local communities and their
knowledge, innovations and practices relevant fa tonservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity as an important initiative to avoid dualiion of work and maximize synergy;

2. Notes with appreciatiorthe Workshop on Cultural, Environmental and Sodtiabact
Assessments based on the Akwé: Kon Voluntary Guiegland aimed at the further strengthening of the
understanding of the link between environment antual diversity, which was held in Tokyo, Japan,
from 30 May to 2 June 2005, in collaboration witther United Nations agencies and relevant
international organizations, with the participatiasf representatives of indigenous and local
communities;

3. Requeststhe Executive Secretary to transmit the reporttied Workshop to the
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues;

4. Takes noteof the request by the Permanent Forum on Indigenssues to the Ad Hoc
Open-ended Inter-Sessional Working Group on Arti8{@ and Related Provisions to advance its
mandate to develop mechanisms for effecsivegenerissystems of protection based on customary laws
of indigenous peoples.



