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DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIESTO THE CONVENTION
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITSEIGHTH MEETING

VII1/3. Global Taxonomy Initiative: in-depth review of the implementation of the
programme of work for the Global Taxonomy I nitiative

The Conference of the Parties

1. Welcomes the progress made in the implementation of thg@namme of work for the
Global Taxonomy Initiative, as reported in the notby the Executive Secretary
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/5) on the in-depth review oé implementation of the programme of work for
the Global Taxonomy Initiative;

2. Notes with appreciation the contributions to the Global Taxonomy Initi&imade by
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, the Global Biodiversity Infonation Facility, CABI International, the
Integrated Taxonomic Information System (ITIS) éecies 2000 anehcourages these organizations
and initiatives to continue contributing to the iBypentation of the Convention;

3. Notes that some Parties and other Governments have rsggéicant progress in
implementing activities pursuant to the programrmeark for the Global Taxonomy Initiative;

4. Notes that the taxonomic impediment is particularly sas in countries with mega-
diversity;
5. Emphasizes the need to build and retain capacity to addresgaxonomic impediment,

and in this context, explore options to ensure ltrg-term sustainability of the necessary financial
support, andnvites BioNET-INTERNATIONAL and other relevant organizatis, in consultation with
the Coordination Mechanism for the Global Taxonomgiative, to establish a special fund for the
Global Taxonomy Initiative, and to report on praggeo the Conference of the Parties at its ninth
meeting;

6. Recalling target 1 of the Global Strategy for Plant Conseoma(“A widely accessible
working list of known plant species, as a step tolwaa complete world flora”)welcomes the progress
made by Species 2000, the Royal Botanic Gardensy, ked collaborating partners towards the
achievement of this target;
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7. Adopts as a target under operational objective 3 of tognamme of work for the Global
Taxonomy Initiative “A widely accessible checkladtknown species, as a step towards a global exgist
of plants, animals, microorganisms and other osgasi, bearing in mind the urgent need for timely
provision of scientific names of organisms to supjprmplementation of work under the Convention on
Biological Diversity;

8. Adopts the planned activities to support implementatibnhe programmes of work on
mountain biological diversity, invasive alien spes;i protected areas, and island biological diversit
contained in the annex to this recommendation agptamentary to the programme of work contained in
the annex to decision VI1/8;

9. Urges Parties and other Governments that have not dotm so

(@) Establish national focal points for the Global Taamy Initiative so that they can
contribute to implementation of the programme ofkuat national level,

(b) Undertake or complete or update, as a matter afrifyj national taxonomic needs
assessments, including related technical, techitalb@nd capacity needs, and establish prioritas f
taxonomic work that take into account country-sfieaiircumstances. These assessments should take
into account ongoing national biodiversity stragsgand action plans as well as regional strateayids
initiatives under development, with particular rebto user needs and priorities;

© Contribute, as appropriate, to regional and gltdsednomic needs assessments;

(d) Contribute, where possible, to the implementatibthe planned activities contained in
the programme of work for the Global Taxonomy Hitie;

(e) Contribute, as appropriate, to initiatives factiitg the digitization of information on
specimens of natural history collections, noting ttmportance of accessible data to support actions
under the Convention;

10. Invites Parties, other Governments, and relevant orgaonizatind institutions to:

(@) Use and support existing mechanisms for strengtigenicollaboration and
communication among government agencies, the #fibectmmunity, research institutions, universities
collection holders, the private sector and staldgrsl in order to improve the response to taxonomic
needs for decision-making;

(b) Promote taxonomy and taxonomic products and relegsdarch as a cornerstone for
inventory and monitoring of biological diversity ithe framework of the implementation of the
Convention and to achieve its objectives;

(© Develop and implement strategies to support thenamic research necessary to
implement the Convention;

(d) Collect and disseminate information on the avadligbof taxonomic resources with a
view to maximising the use of relevant existingowgses for the effective implementation of the Glob
Taxonomy Initiative;

(e) Develop and implement capacity-building activitiedated to the Global Taxonomy
Initiative, such as training in the areas of idfécaition of taxa, information exchange and database
management, taking into account national and regjptific needs;

() Mobilize financial and technical resources to dsdeveloping countries, in particular
least developed and small island developing States$ countries with economies in transition, inahgd
those with high levels of biodiversity, to build cam€maintain systems and significant institutional
infrastructure in order to adequately obtain, delland curate biological specimens as well as to
facilitate information exchange, including repatida of information, on their biodiversity;
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(9) Promote cooperation and networking at nationaliored, sub regional and global levels
in support of capacity-building activities relatexthe Global Taxonomy Initiative, in accordancehwi
Articles 18 and 15 of the Convention, binter alia, making information available through the
clearing-house mechanism and other means;

(h) Provide, within the framework of the terms of refece contained in decision V/9, clear
guidance to national focal points for the Globakdm@omy Initiative on duties and specific tasks ébtér
communicate and promote the objectives of the atite, working in collaboration with other
stakeholders and in accordance with country needs;

@ Facilitate, as appropriate, the integration of tepic information on nationally held
collections in regional and global databases afairimation systems;

11. Requests the Executive Secretatg:

(@) Consult with relevant organizations and fundingraies regarding the global taxonomic
needs assessment called for in planned activity gh@ programme of work for Global Taxonomy
Initiative, in order to considelinter alia, the scope of the assessment, options for metoggoblnd
potential implementing agencies, with a view to ptating the assessment as soon as possible, taking
into account users’ needs;

(b) Continue collaborating with relevant conventionggamizations and institutions, and to
foster synergies between relevant processes argtgmmes, in order to make available taxonomic
information, expertise and relevant technologiesdee to achieve the objectives of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, noting in particular, taxonderpriorities at national, regional and global lsye

(© Continue collaborating with existing initiativesnciuding the Global Biodiversity
Information Facility, the Integrated Taxonomic Infeation System and Species 2000, to develop the
Electronic Catalogue of Names of Known Organisntsthe Catalogue of Life;

(d) Continue  collaborating  with  existing initiatives, ncluding those  of
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, the Global Biodiversity Infanation Facility, IUCN, and CAB
International, to develop the human capacitiedstand infrastructure needed to support implemamtat
of the programme of work on the Global Taxonomyidtive;

(e) Undertake, as part of the Global Initiative on Camioation, Education and Public
Awareness programme and in collaboration with rehévpartners, activities demonstrating the
importance of taxonomy for the general public, inlthg information on products, lessons learned, and
accomplishments of taxonomy-related projects, amdivifes encouraging public participation,
recognizing the importance of volunteer naturalistel local and indigenous people as a source of
expertise;

() Develop, in consultation with the Coordination Manlsm of the Global Taxonomy
Initiative, other relevant consultative bodies,kstaolders and organizations, for each of the pldnne
activities of the programme of work on the Globahx®nomy Initiative, specific taxonomic,
outcome-oriented deliverables to be considereddatians under “(ii) Outputs” with a timeline for
possible consideration by the Conference of th&éd2aat its ninth meeting;

(9) Report to the ninth meeting of the Conference efBarties on progress made towards
the target for the programme of work as specifiegdragraph 7 above;

(h) Include the Global Taxonomy Initiative in the joimbrk plan between the secretariats of
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the hm@tional Plant Protection Convention, with a view
exploring synergies in the work under the two caoniams, with particular regard to invasive alien
species;
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® Facilitate networking and collaboration among nagiofocal points for the Global
Taxonomy Initiative througlinter alia, the Global Taxonomy Initiative portal;

()] Complete and publish the Guide to the Global Tarontnitiative;

12. Requests the Global Environment Facility to continue to pag the implementation of
the planned activities contained in the programifeark on the Global Taxonomy Initiative, including
taxonomic needs assessments, projects with a tedonfocus or clearly identified taxonomic
components, and regional activities on taxonompacdy development and access to technology;

13.  Further requests the Global Environment Facility to provide finariciesources to
developing countries, in particular the small isladeveloping States among them, and countries with
economies in transition, for projects which helpettablish and operationalize their national fuuahts
for the Global Taxonomy Initiative, as well as firéal resources to support capacity-building atiési
such asinter alia, taxonomic training related to specific taxa anfdimation technologies;

14, Requests the secretariats of the Convention and the GlobalirBnment Facility to
conduct a joint analysis of funded GTl-related potg and relevant project information contained in
national reports, including analysis of the researdirected specifically to capacity-building, with
view to extracting best practices and sharing mfition and experience in promoting financial suppor
for the Initiative;

15. Requests the Executive Secretary to convene, with suppannfrelevant organizations
and donors, a project-development seminar aimechaoilly for those countries that have already
identified taxonomic needs or that have submittedppsals for pilot projects under the Global
Taxonomy Initiative, to promote formulation of cdoprdriven projects based on identified taxonomic
needs and to explore potential benefits of devappiew, and enhancing existing, regional or global
projects to address common taxonomic needs that dla@ady been identified.

Annex
ADDITIONAL PLANNED ACTIVITIES

l. PLANNED ACTIVITY: MOUNTAIN BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
0) Rationale

1. The taxonomic composition of mountain biodiversigries with the biogeographic region, the
latitude and the altitude of the mountain as wsldth the relief. In some cases, mountains pewad
necessary seasonal resource for organisms at tiies found in lowland biomes. Furthermore most
groups of organisms have representatives in thialwhas well as in montane region, and so a vagera
of groups of organisms is encountered rather thdewataxonomic groups. Consequently, montane
regions are often hot spots of biodiversity, whiehders their full taxonomic treatment a challeagd
requires many actors and experts for different migyas.

2. As most mountain ranges extend over consideralvigtheand area, a regional approach to
mountain biodiversity is of paramount importanced arelevant information is available in many
different databases and inventories. Therefore,Global Taxonomy Initiative can contribute to the
mountain biodiversity programme of work in sevesalys, including collating relevant information and
expertise.
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(i) Outputs

3. An increased knowledge of the species compositiomauntains through national taxonomic
studies and inventories. The Global Taxonomy ltiiteacould aid the programme of work on mountain
biological diversity through:

(@) Working lists of organisms - assembling working lists of organisms occurtimgnontane
areas including their vernacular names, with refeego altitude and relief;

(b) Working identification keys — producing identification keys in printed and ottenic
form useful for the conservation, monitoring andtainable use of organisms in montane areas;

(© Dissemination of data — distributing the working lists and keys as wydat possible to
increase their usefulness;

(d) Human resources — address and support taxonomic experts to engeutheir
participation in relevant training programmes, aughporting the establishment of local reference and
data collections of montane biota;

(e) Hot spots and protected areas — providing relevant taxonomic information, infragtture
and human resources to identify hot spots of maunnbéodiversity and to establish and monitor
protected areas.

(iii) Timing

4, As current knowledge of mountain biodiversity idll sihadequate, the Global Taxonomy
Initiative will make an ongoing effort to developdhimprove working lists and working identification
keys for montane organisms. Within the next thyears, it will attempt to develop taxonomic guides,
computerized lists of montane organisms, and ifleation keys in consultation with appropriate
national taxonomy and management agencies.

(@iv) Actors

5. The mountain biodiversity programme of work ideetif many relevant actors, such as Global
Mountain Biodiversity Assessment (GMBA) of DIVER${$, Mountain Partnership, Mountain Forum,
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL (to organize regional LOOPs}the FAO for agricultural aspects, the
clearing-house mechanism of the Convention and3lebal Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF),
the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and natiofahding bodies for financial support, the Global
Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC) (for plamtajional organizations, nature conservation agenc
and programmes including relevant non-governmeatghnizations, local communities, and many
others.

6. The scientific community with past and current egsh programmes on mountain biodiversity
and the natural history museums with specimengctatl over decades hold a key role in providing the
expertise and relevant information and should attibe included.

(V) Mechanisms

7. Existing mechanisms, such as the clearing-hous@anégm and Coordination Mechanism of the
Global Taxonomy Initiative, Mountain PartnershimdaMountain Forum, and GBIF could be used to
coordinate and promote the efforts.
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(vi) Financial, human resources and other capacity requirements

8. Financial, human resource and capacity buildingliregfunds to be identified within existing
and new projects, as well as additional resourcdsetmade available to increase technical capatity
developing countries.

(vii) Pilot projects

9. Pilot projects could be built on information fomamber of montane regions of the world, such
as the Alps, the Andes, the Himalayas, the Easteéento produce the outputs in short term and to
evaluate their usefulness. The Global Taxonomiyalinie could addressnter alia, the needs of local
and regional capacity-building by coordinating war&ps in collaboration with mountain partnership,
Mountain Forum and DIVERSITAS, focussing on moumtaiodiversity conservation and monitoring.

. PLANNED ACTIVITY: INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES
0) Rationale

10. Prevention and mitigation of the impacts of invasiien species often relies on timely access to
taxonomic expertise, and to taxonomic resource$ scidentification tools, information on species
names, and biological reference collections. Fonynpathways of introductions for invasive alien
species, effective prevention and mitigation magethel on detection and monitoring activities that ar
undertaken at subregional, regional or even gldeatls. Consequently, taxonomic capacities and
information need to be accessible to all countiriesrder to support effective prevention and miiigia

of potential impacts of invasive alien species.t@etharacterization of species through researotbea
key to prediction, early detection and monitorifignvasions. Better baseline taxonomic information
biological diversity in areas that are exposedunerable to key invasion pathways (e.g., maringspo
can facilitate early detection of changes in spedemposition that may result from invasive alien
species. In addition, taxonomic expertise can bpomant in the development of biological control
measures which may be considered by decision-mékeesldressing invasive alien species in particula
cases.

(i) Outputs
11. Outputs should comprise:

(@) Databases of invasive alien species and amuces of invasions, developed and/or
expanded, and made widely available;

(b) Working identification keys for known invasivalien species associated with key
invasion pathways produced and disseminated,;

(© Working lists of organism@ areas that are exposed or susceptible to kegsiom
pathways produced and utilized by local monitordughorities.

(iii) Timing

12. Databases further developed and/or expanded an@& mvatkly available within two years.
Working identification keys for known invasive aliespecies produced and disseminated within three
years. Working lists of organisms in areas that exposed or susceptible to key invasion pathways
produced and utilized within three years.
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(@iv) Actors

13. Database development — [IUCN Species Survival CogeianigSSC) Invasive Species Specialist
Group, Global Invasive Species Information Netwoarlearing-house mechanism of the Convention,
ITIS, IABIN, GBIF, Species 2000, BioNET-INTERNATIOAL. Identification keys — scientific
community, national Governments, natural historyseums and programmes. Working lists of
organisms in areas that are exposed or susceptitey invasion pathways — national governments,
national and regional organizations including noregnmental organizations.

) Mechanisms

14. Coordinated efforts at the national and global le\wy the actors identified above will be an
important mechanism. In addition, existing mechars, such as the clearing-house mechanism of the
Convention and the GBIF can function as informapontals.

(vi) Financial and human resources and other capacity requirements

15. Financial, human-resource and capacity buildinguireqresources to be identified within
existing and new projects, as well as additionasbueces to be made available to increase technical
capacity in developing countries. GEF and natidnatling organizations would be important sources of
financial support.

. PLANNED ACTIVITY: PROTECTED AREAS
0) Rationale

16. Taxonomic expertise and information constitute keyuirements for conservation planning and
sustainable natural resource management. Thepically true in the case of protected areas, whie
established with the goal to conserve a signifiqaantt of natural biodiversity, but usually based on
limited knowledge or available information about thiodiversity they actually contain. With no
complete species inventory currently available doy existing or planned larger protected area and
relevant taxonomic, distributional and biologicafarmation about many taxa with high conservation
value still missing, it will be difficult to achievmeaningful conservation planning. The objectif/ethe
programme of work on protected areas is to supperestablishment of ecologically representativié an
effectively managed national and regional systefysatected areas. Activity 1.1.2 of the progranwhe
work specifically calls for establishing protectmigtas in any large, intact or highly irreplaceatdéural
areas, as well as areas securing the most threlaspeeies, and activity 1.1.5 requests that galyse=

at national and regional levels of the represergatiss of the protected area system be undertalgen (
2006). The Global Taxonomy Initiative could play iamportant role particularly for the identificatipn
establishment and management of protected areassi@e VII/28, annex, programme element 1)
through focusing on biodiversity inventories andp ganalysis of existing inventories, and in the
development of standards for managing and mongomnotected areas (decision VII/28, annex,
programme element 4) through facilitating assestsnemd comparisons of different taxonomic
components of biodiversity covered and sustainedutih the existing network of protected areas. In
light of threats to protected areas through clindtange and invasive alien species, it is important
understand current constraints on species and atigng, and how these would determine distribution
under changing conditions. Access to accurate mdtion on current distributions and ability to mbde
these is important for appropriate management alidypdevelopment.



UNEP/CBD/COP/DEC/VIII/3

Page 8
(i) Outputs
17. Improved and augmented biodiversity inventoriespoftected areas of all kinds, also to be

expanded into monitoring efforts to record changkespecies and populations over time. Taxonomic
guides for key invertebrate organisms, lower plaamd microorganisms, economically important and
threatened species. Information on current distidiouand occurrence of important species in pretbct
areas, including population trends. Identificatiohhabitats and priority setting for establishingwn
protected areas, through plotting distributions spfecies at local, national and regional levels.
Mobilization and augmentation of specimen and ols@nal-level data pertaining to species to allow
modelling of current distributions and distributsonnder different models of climate change andioéio
biotic and a biotic changes (e.g. land-use changasive species).

(iii) Timing

18. The target date for activity 1.1.5, on conductiag @nalysis is 2006. The target date for goal 4.3
(to assess and monitor protected area status emdis)rand goal 4.4 (to ensure that scientific kedgé
contributes to the establishment and effectivenégsotected areas) of the programme of work is0201
Hence, outputs need to be produced within the foextyears, but efforts will need to be ongoing.

(@iv) Actors

19. National agencies and local authorities concernetth \protected area administration and
management in concert with taxonomic institutioespecially natural history museums, biosystematics
units at universities and other research instihgjobotanic gardens and culture collections, ard th
IUCN Species Survival Commission, together withunatconservation agencies including international
non-governmental organizations such as Conservatitamnational, BirdLife International, Flora and
Fauna International, WWF, the World Resources tmsti (WRI), and local communities.
Parataxonomists could also play an important ©tber actors include the clearing-house mechanfsm o
the Convention and GBIF (as data portals), GEFratithnal funding organizations for financial sugpor
and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL (to organize regional LOGR Other biodiversity conventions,
including the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, therlilVéleritage Convention, the Convention on
Migratory Species, and the Convention on Intermatid rade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES), and the UNESCO Man and the BiosplistAB) biosphere reserve programme could
also play an important role. Direct linkages tceveint ongoing or planned taxonomy-related, capacity
building projects should also be implemented, ¢hg International Pollinator Initiative (IPI), tli&ensus

of Marine Life (CoML), the Botanical/Zoological Neork for Eastern Africa, the Partnerships of
Enhancing Expertise in Taxonomy (PEET), and themtg proposed European Distributed Institute for
Taxonomy (EDIT).

(V) Mechanisms

20. Coordinated effort at national and global levels thg actors identified above will be an
important mechanism. Mobilization of extant data aimeir presentation in an appropriate manner, with
the development of the analytical tools, is reqiiiréeThe need for identification keys, inventoriewl a
primary data must be communicated effectively te Key agencies and funding bodies, with an
indication of priority.

(vi) Financial, human resources and other capacity requirements

21. Insofar as the requirements need a focus cuttirmpadraditional work processes and patterns of
the data providers, funding will be required tlsatdacussed at meeting the identified needs.
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(vii) Pilot projects

22. Stimulate and undertake efforts to carry out Alk®a Biodiversity Inventories (ATBIS) in
existing or planned protected areas. Gap analylsespresentative taxa found in protected areathen
context of the distribution and presence of thoagatat other sites nationally and regionally,
demonstrating the development and use of such semly protected area selection and management.
Mobilization of primary occurrence data of spedies protected area, provision of these data totrpu

of origin, and analysis of distributions using ah@ modelling system.

V. ISLAND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

23. As noted in SBSTTA recommendation X/1, paragrapfs&nds incorporate all the thematic
areas (coastal and marine biological diversity,e$brbiological diversity, inland water biological
diversity, dry and sub humid land biological divgrsmountain biological diversity and agriculturall
biological diversity) considered under the Convemti Thus, the planned activities already iderdifie
under operational objectives 4 (on thematic prognem of work) and 5 (relating to work on
cross-cutting issues) in the GTI programme of w(dkcision VI/8, annex, planned activities 8-18)
already identified for thematic and cross cuttimpgpammes of work could also be considered to
generate taxonomic information needed for the awasien of island biological diversity, sustainable
use of its components and fair and equitable sparfbenefits arising from its use.

However, recognizing the current alarming rateosflof island biological diversity in both biodigséy
‘hot’ and ‘cool’ spots; that due to their isolatiasland environments are witnessing a unique éaviu

of often endemic and characteristic flora and fauhat islands are microcosms of their continental
counterparts; that vulnerability of small islandsjuire not only special but urgent attention, sgleci
support is needed to islands, in particular snsédinds, to implement, as a matter of urgency, thened
activities 8 t0o18 of the GTI programme of work. dddition, for small islands in particular, regional
approaches to meeting taxonomic needs and buitdipgcity should be emphasized.



