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I'V/ 1. Report and recomrendations of the third neeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice,
and instructions by the Conference of the Parties to
t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advi ce

A. Report and recommendations of the third nmeeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decision I11/2, which, inter alia, noted
recomendation I1/11 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice and decided to consider the reconmendati on further at
its fourth nmeeting as part of the Ionger termreview of the programe of work
and the operations of the Conference of the Parties and subsidiary organs,

Also recalling its decision I11/10 on identification, nonitoring and
assessnent,

Further recalling past practice of noting the reports of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice,

1. Takes note of the report of the third nmeeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, held in Mntreal from
1 to 5 Septenber 1997, contained in docunment UNEP/ CBDY COP/4/2, bearing in

mnd that five of the seven recomendati ons [11/1 (inland water ecosystens);
[11/2 (marine and coastal biological diversity); 111/3 (forest biologica
diversity); I111/4 (agricultural biological diversity); and 111/6 (clearing-

house mechani sm contain advice on matters that have been consi dered under
other itens on the agenda of the present neeting;

2. Takes note that the reconmendations nmade at the third nmeeting of
t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice
constitute major inputs into the themati c work under the Convention

I ndi cat ors

3. Endor ses recommendation 111/5 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, and requests the Executive
Secretary to undertake the work outlined in its annex, in accordance with the
gui dance contained in the sane reconmmendation, for consideration by the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice at its
fourth neeting;

4. Proposes that further work on indicators by the Parties and by
t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice shoul d
take account of, inter alia, further work by the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice on the devel opnent of the
ecosyst em approach



Identification nonitoring and assessnent

5. Wl cones the contributions provided by the D versitas worKking
group of experts to the Executive Secretary, in its reconmendati ons on
scientific research that should be undertaken for the effective
i npl enentation of Articles 7, 8, 9, 10 and 14 of the Convention on Bi ol ogi ca
Diversity, as contained in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/1nf. 18;

6. Decides to transmt those recommendati ons to the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice for further consideration
and use and encourages the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to further cooperate with Diversitas and with other
rel evant international, regional and national organizations and institutions
on such issues.

B. Ecosystem approach

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recogni zi ng that in several decisions adopted at the third neeting of
the Conference of the Parties the ecosystem approach has been addressed as a
gui ding principle, although the term nol ogy used has varied, including:
"ecosyst em approach", "ecosystem process-oriented approach", "ecosystem
managenent approach” and "ecosystem based approach”

Acknowl edgi ng that, by paragraph 1 of its decision I1/8, the ecosystem
approach has been adopted as a framework for the analysis and inplenentation
of the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and in the
el aboration and inplenentation of the various thematic and cross-cutting work
programes under the Convention, as appropriate,

Acknowl edgi ng the need for a workabl e description and further
el aboration of the ecosystem approach

1. Takes note of the report of the workshop on the ecosystem
approach, held in Lilongwe, Malawi, from 26 to 28 January 1998, as cont ai ned
i n docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/1nf.9;

2. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to devel op principles and ot her gui dance on the
ecosystem approach, taking into consideration, inter alia, the results of the
Mal awi wor kshop, and to report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at
its fifth neeting.

C. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or species

The Conference of the Parti es,

Noti ng the significant adverse ecol ogi cal and econom c effects of
certain alien species on biological diversity and human health,

Recal ling that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, at its second neeting, considered the devel opment of an
i ndi cative framework of processes and categories of activities that are



likely to have significant adverse inpacts on biological diversity to be a
priority,

Recal | i ng paragraphs 9 and 10 of its decision I11/9, on the
i npl enentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention, which address alien
speci es that threaten ecosystens, habitats or species,

Recal | i ng recommendations 111/1, 111/2 and 111/3 of the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, related to alien species
as they affect inland water, marine and coastal, forest and agricultura
bi ol ogi cal diversity respectively in accordance with decisions 11/10, I11/11,
[11/12 and 111/13 of the Conference of the Parties,

Recogni zi ng the particul ar endeni c biol ogical diversity of
geographically and/or evolutionarily isolated ecosystens, such as snal
i sl ands, and the particularly damaging inpacts, in terns of
bi ol ogi cal -di versity | oss, that species introduction can have on such
ecosyst ens,

Noti ng the inportance of taking a precautionary and ecosystem approach
when dealing with issues related to alien species,

Noting the need to address the issue of alien species as an integrated
conmponent of the various sectoral and thematic itenms under the progranme of
work of the Conference of the Parties,

Recogni zing that there is also a need for conpl enmentary and
consol i dated action on alien species,

1. Deci des that alien species is a cross-cutting issue for
i npl enent ati on of many of the thenes of the Convention;

2. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to devel op guiding principles for the prevention
i ntroduction and mitigation of inmpacts of alien species and to report on
those principles and any rel ated work programme to the Conference of the
Parties at its fifth neeting;

3. Invites Parties to devel op country-driven projects at national
regi onal, subregional and international levels to address the issue of alien
speci es and requests the financial nechanismto provide adequate and tinely
support for those projects;

4. Invites the Parties to address the issue of alien species for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and to incorporate
such activities into their national strategies, programmes and action pl ans;

5. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to identify the priority work pertinent to the issue of
alien species in geographically and evolutionarily isolated ecosystens and to
report thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its fifth neeting;

6. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, at its next nmeeting, to exam ne the d obal I|nvasive



Species Programme (A SP), with a view to considering concerted action and
devel opi ng proposal s for further action under the Convention on this issue.

D. dobal Taxonony Initiative

The Conference of the Parti es,

Noti ng decision I111/10, supporting a @ obal Taxonomny Initiative, and
the activities being supported by the financial nechani smon taxonony,

Recogni zi ng the need for taxonomic input in many activities ained at
t he conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and the | ack of
taxonom c capacity in a majority of countries,

Recal | i ng that paragraph 3 of decision I11/10, in which the Conference
of the Parties endorsed the recommendation I1/2 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice concerni ng capacity-buil ding
for taxonony through a @ obal Taxonomy Initiative

Taki ng i nto account the urgency for the availability of taxonomc
information to countries of origin, and the need of devel oping countries to
devel op national collections and human and institutional capacities in
t axonony,

1. Acknowl edges the work al ready under way by the financi al
mechani smin response to decision I11/10 of the Conference of the Parties,
and requests the d obal Environment Facility to report on these experiences
at the fifth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties;

2. Stresses the urgent need for the further inplenentation of
recomendation I1/2 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice concerning capacity-building in all fields of taxonony
to assist in the inplenentation of the Convention, through the incorporation
of targeted actions in its workplan, including pronoting regional activities
to set regional agendas;

3. Endorses, as initial advice, the Suggestions for Action in the
annex to the present decision to develop and inplenent a d obal Taxonony
Initiative, and requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to exam ne and provi de advice on the further advancenent
of a @ obal Taxonomy Initiative

4. Recogni zes that the inplenentation of a G obal Taxonony
Initiative should occur on the basis of country-driven projects at the
nati onal , regional and subregional |evels;

5. Invites the United Nations Environnent Progranme to assist in the
gl obal inplenentation of a dobal Taxonony Initiative, as offered by the
Executive Director in his address to the Conference of the Parties at its
fourth neeting;

6. Encour ages CGovernnments to nake avail able appropriate resources to
enhance the availability of taxonom c information



7. Encour ages CGovernnments to develop bilateral and multilatera
trai ni ng and enpl oynent opportunities for taxonom sts, particularly for those
dealing with poorly known organi sns;

8. Stresses the need to consider indigenous and traditiona
know edge as an inportant existing information source that should be taken
i nto account, and nade avail abl e through appropri ate mechani sis;

9. Stresses the urgent need for adequate financial resources to
i npl enent a d obal Taxonony Initiative and requests the institutiona
structure of the financial nechanismof the Convention to provide financial
resources, particularly to assist in inplementing, through country-driven
activities within the context of the operational programmes of the d oba
Envi ronnent Facility, the Suggestions for Action annexed to the present
deci si on.

Annex

SUGCGESTI ONS FOR ACTI ON

1. The Executive Secretary should, as a matter of urgency, seek neans
out si de of core funding of the Convention, to appoint a Programme O ficer

wi th appropriate operational resources to have responsibility for the further
devel opnent of a d obal Taxonony Initiative, through the network of existing
gl obal , regional and national relevant institutions and organi zations. The
of ficer should especially coordinate actions to neet the need, recognized by
the nmeeting, for each country to conduct a national taxonom c needs
assessnment, and to link to national reporting under the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and i nmedi ately coordinate a global directory of

t axonom c experti se and bi ol ogical collections. This information resource
shoul d be nmade available in both electronic and paper form

2. Parties and authorities responsible for nmuseuns and herbaria should

i nvest, on a long-termbasis, in the devel opnent of appropriate
infrastructure for their national collections. As part of that investnent,
donors, both bilateral and nultilateral, in their conmmtnent to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity in countries where
t hey provide investnent support, should support infrastructural needs of

col l ection-holding institutions.

3. Parties and international donors shoul d encourage partnershi ps between
institutions in devel oped and devel opi ng countries so as to pronote

scientific collaboration and infrastructure rationalization. Such

col I aborati on shoul d i ncl ude the devel opnment of national, subregional

regi onal and global training initiatives. Taxononmic institutions in each
nati on, both individually and regionally, should devel op national priorities
in taxonom c training, infrastructure, new technol ogy, capacity-building and
mar ket needs.

4. Parties and authorities should adopt internationally agreed |evels of
col l ection housing (climate control, fire protection systens, pest control
acceptabl e |l evel s of workplace health and safety) that ensure protection of
collections and the well-being of all people working on and accessi ng

col I ections.



5. Parties and international donors should provide training programes at
different educational |evels, relevant to the needs of individual countries,
i ncl udi ng vocational, technical and academi c training. Parties should also
recogni ze that ongoi ng enploynment for trainees is part of an effective
trai ni ng schene.

6. Parties and authorities should utilize information systens to maxi mum
effect in taxonomic institutions. In developing priority-setting criteria
for information products, taxonom c institutions should consider the needs of
the wi de range of users of that information, including biological diversity
managers. In particular, taxonomc information, literature and checklists
shoul d be put into electronic form

7. Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity should report on
nmeasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in taxonony, to designate
nati onal reference centres, and to nake information housed in collections
avail able to countries of origin.

8. Institutions, supported by Parties and international donors, should
coordinate their efforts to establish and maintain effective nechanisns for
t he stabl e nam ng of biol ogical taxa.

9. Government s nenbers of the Organization for Econom ¢ Cooperation and
Devel opnent shoul d endorse and support the recommendati ons fromthe OECD
Megasci ence Forum s Biodiversity Informatics Subgroup, regarding the

devel opnent of a G obal Biodiversity Informatics Facility (GBIF) to all ow
people in all countries to share biological diversity information and to
provi de access to critical authority files.

| mpl enenti ng the actions

10. The Executive Secretary should ensure that the clearing-house mechani sm
(in collaboration with the OCECD Megasci ence Forum s Biodiversity Informatics
Subgroup Initiative) develop protocols and strategies for coordi nati ng access
to and distribution of taxonom c information contained in collections. In
addi tion, the clearing-house nmechani sm through its national focal points,
shoul d establish and update directories of taxonom sts and their research and
identification expertise.

11. In addition, Parties shoul d:

(a) Ensure that institutions responsible for biological diversity
i nventories and taxonom c activities are financially and adm nistratively
stable, so as to have potential for continued and grow ng training and
enpl oyment opportunities;

(b) Assist institutions to establish consortia to conduct regi ona
proj ects;

(c) Sel ect or use centres of expertise at different geographica
| evel s, capable of offering training programes individually or in
conbi nati on, where such centres include universities, nuseuns, herbaria,
bot ani cal and zool ogi cal gardens, research institutes and international or
regi onal organi zati ons;



(d) G ve special attention to international funding of fell owships
for specialist training abroad or for attracting international experts to
nati onal or regional courses. Appropriate areas for funding should include
conventi onal academ c courses, expeditions, collaborative research projects,
secondnents, institutional partnerships, regional flora and fauna,

i nternships and tutorial guidance;

(e) Provi de programmes for re-training of qualified professionals
nmovi ng into taxonony-rel ated fields;

(f) Adapt training methods to the particular technical or academc
backgrounds and experience of candidates. Content of courses should respond
to external user demands and nodern needs, taking into account cost-
effectiveness in their delivery;

(9) Ensure training programes address gaps in know edge and the need
for specialists in given taxonom c groups, and offer a conprehensive view of
bi ol ogi cal -di versity issues, including new scientific/technol ogica
approaches to taxonony (e.g. nolecul ar biology/informatics);

(h) Provi de busi ness managenent training, of the nature conmonly
offered to private-sector executives, for managers of biol ogical-diversity
institutions, as part of other efforts to strengthen those organi zati ons;

(1) Devel op and maintain a register of practising taxononi sts, areas
of expertise and description of collections through electronic and ot her
nmeans, whi ch shoul d be avail able on the Internet;

(j) Hol d wor kshops to determ ne national taxonomic priorities, in the
context of national biological-diversity studies and action plans. Once
national priorities have been identified, support devel opnent of regiona
taxonom c priorities, including plans to database collections using nutually
agreed software, quality control and core-data requirenents.

IV/2. Review of the operations of the cl earing-house nechani sm

The Conference of the Parti es,

Noting that decisions /3, 11/3, 11/4, [I/7, 11/8, 11/10, 11/11, 11/14,
lr/716, (1/17, (ui/4, 10e/s, 1e/9, /1o, 11r/1a, 111715, 111/17, 111/18 and
[11/19 of the Conference of the Parties have clearly stressed and broadened
the roles of the clearing-house nechanismas a key instrument to pronote and
facilitate the inplementation of the objectives of the Convention

Recal | i ng that four clearing-house regional workshops were held prior
to the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties and draw ng upon those
experi ences,

Recogni zi ng the urgent need for the private sector to be involved in
cl eari ng- house nechani smactivities to ensure that the facilitation and
pronmotion of the transfer of technol ogy neet the needs of Contracting
Parties,



Acknowl edgi ng the need to establish a reliable network of existing and
evol ving biodiversity institutions and initiatives which can serve the needs
and demands of Parties, not only during the pilot phase but also in the |ong
term

1. Requests all Governments and bilateral and multilateral funding
institutions to provide funding for the devel opnent and inplenentati on of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm including support for national as well as regiona
and subregi onal cl earing-house nmechani smactivities;

2. Recomends that Parties include in their national reports the
| essons | earned through activities undertaken to inplenent their nationa
cl eari ng- house nechani sns, as appropri ate;

3. Recommends that each Party organize an appropriate nationa
cl eari ng- house nechani sm steering conmttee or working group conposed of
mul tisectoral and interdisciplinary representatives, to achi eve broad
participation of different stakeholders in the inplenentation process of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

4. Invites the Parties and other partners to use the clearing-house
mechani smlogo as a unifying el ement creating a clearing-house mechani sm
identity;

5. Recommends that, in building up the content of information in the
cl eari ng- house nechani smeither at the secretariat or other level, the
followi ng maj or content el enents, anong others, be used:

(a) Nati onal , subregi onal and regional levels: country profiles,
bi odi versity strategy and action plans, appropriate legislation, scientific
and technol ogi cal information, financial sources;

(b) Secretariat level: Convention on Biological Diversity and its
i npl enent ati on, national focal points, international thenes, financial
sour ces;

6. Requests those Parties with access to the Internet to link their
nati onal cl earing-house nmechani sm hone page to the Secretariat's
cl eari ng- house nechani sm honme page, where possi bl e;

7. Recomends that the devel opnment of a conmon format be
i nvestigated, under which the orderly sequence of the articles of the
Convention should be followed; alternatively, the sequence of the three
obj ectives of the Convention could be considered as the organizing format for
information in the cl earing-house nechani sm

8. Agrees that the clearing-house nmechani smshould act as the
cl eari ng- house nechani smfor future progranmes and activities under the
Convention on Biological D versity, subject to budgetary considerations;

9. Requests the d obal Environnmental Facility:
(a) To be a catalyst in the devel opnment and i npl enentation of the

cl eari ng- house nechanism so as to assist it to fulfil its role in pronoting
and facilitating the inplenmentation of the Convention, in a participatory



manner and fully incorporating avail able nodern information and communi cati on
tool s.

(b) To support capacity-building activities and country-driven pil ot
projects focused on priority areas, as critical conmponents in the
i npl enent ati on of the clearing-house nmechani smat the national, subregional
bi ogeographi c, and regional |evels, both during and after the pil ot phase;

(c) To provide by all possible neans, as appropriate, increased
support for country-driven projects to establish and strengthen biodiversity
i nformati on systenms such as, inter alia, training, technol ogy and processes
related to the collection, organization, maintenance and updating of data and
information and its comunication to users through the clearing-house
mechani sm

(d) To evaluate at the end of the clearing-house nechani sm pil ot
phase the experience of the d obal Environnment Facilitynos support for

devel opi ng countriesn activities, to consider additional efforts to neet the
increasing interest in taking part in and having access to the clearing-house
mechani sm including in regional networking, and to report to the Executive
Secretary prior to the next neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

10. Instructs the Executive Secretary:

(a) To put in place a list server with all officially designated
cl eari ng- house nechani sm national focal points and other partners for the
pur pose of dissem nating information on new and recent devel opnents regardi ng
t he cl eari ng-house nechani sm at either the national, regional or
i nternational |evel;

(b) To act as a focal point, during and after the pilot phase, to
encour age the devel opnment of a network of partners, including indigenous and
| ocal communities, and to facilitate these in devel oping specific training
for the effective participation of users in the clearing-house network;

(c) To ensure that the clearing-house mechani sm shoul d be
continuously assisted in its functioning by the Informal Advisory Committee
which is to provide guidance to the Executive Secretary during and after
the pilot phase, and to play a full role in the further devel opnent of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

(d) To provide encouragenment for and facilitate the coordination of
bi odi versity-rel ated networks, activities and focal points that may
constitute the clearing-house nechanism to encourage their |inkages within
t he cl eari ng-house nechani sm network and to make avail able information
arising fromthe Secretariat’'s own functions as outlined in Article 24 of
t he Conventi on;

(e) To assist in ensuring that the inplenmentation of Convention
Articles 16 (Transfer of and Access to Technol ogy), 17 (Informati on Exchange)

and 18 (Scientific and Technical Cooperation) is facilitated by the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

(f) To produce an informative and wi dely di ssem nated cl eari ng- house

/...



nmechani sm brochure and newsl etter to i ncrease awareness of the activities of
t he cl eari ng- house nechani sm

(9) To inmprove synergy in regard to informati on exchange w th ot her
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons and ongoi ng i nternati onal or supranationa
information initiatives, and to contribute to the harnonization of the
i nformati on managenent of other biodiversity-related treaties and to continue
to discuss the possibilities of joint and harnonized approaches with the
United Nations Franmework Convention on Cimate Change and the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification

(h) To facilitate support to those Parties w thout adequate Internet
access, preparing and dissemnating to them updated i nformation arising from
the Secretariat's own functions as outlined in Article 24 of the Convention
on, inter alia, CD-ROMor diskettes, either periodically or as required, and
facilitating the dissenm nation of appropriate information to those Parties;

(1) To col |l aborate, with partners, on the provision of advice to
Parties and others on, inter alia, the necessary |ayout and system
speci fications of the clearing-house nechani sm

(j) To produce a tool-kit prototype containing necessary information
for national focal points to build their national clearing-house nmechanisns,
drawi ng upon the recommendati ons of the regional workshops and follow ng an
i nformal assessnent of national practices in collaboration with the Infornal
Advi sory Conmittee on the clearing-house nmechani sm

(k) To undertake an i ndependent review of the pilot phase of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm starting at the end of 1998, to be presented to the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice for its
consi deration together with a | onger-term programe of work for the
cl eari ng- house nechanism The follow ng elements for evaluation of the pil ot
phase, ampbng others, are recomended to be used:

(1) Nunber of national focal points fully and effectively
connect ed,;
(i) Nunber and rel evance of thematic networks and

activities connected;

(i) Amount of information transferred from participating
nodes;

(iv) Nunber and effectiveness of training events;

(v) Ef fecti veness of guidelines in achieving their ains;
(vi) VWet her the cl earing-house nmechanismis being

effectively used by Parties to further the ains of the
Conventi on;

(vii) Nunber of nodes supplying relevant information such
as national reports, legislation and policies;

(viii) Use made of list serves;



(1x) Fi nanci al support, other resources, and tine

all ocated for the inplenmentation of the clearing-house nmechani sm
in particular by the Secretariat and the cl earing-house nmechani sm
nati onal focal points.

IV/3. Issues related to biosafety

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decisions II/5 and I11/20 on issues related to biosafety,

Recalling al so part A of the annex to its decision I11/24, and table 1
of its decision IV/17, which contain the budgets of the Trust Fund for the
Convention on Biological Diversity for the bienniunms 1997-1998 and 1999- 2000,
respectively,

Havi ng considered the report of the fourth neeting of the Open-ended Ad
Hoc Working Group on Biosafety, which met in Mntreal, from5 to 13 February
1998,

Recal | i ng the reconmendati ons of the fourth neeting of the Open-ended
Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety that:

(a) In order to complete its work, the Open-ended Wrking Goup on
Bi osaf ety should hold two further neetings, with a duration of two weeks and
one week, respectively;

(b) The first of those two neetings should be held in Montreal, from
17 to 28 August 1998; and

(c) In the event of it not being possible to hold in 1998 the fina
nmeeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Wirking Group on Biosafety, followed by a
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to adopt the Protocol, these
nmeeti ngs shoul d be convened early in 1999 but, in any event, no later than
February 1999,

1. Accepts the reconmendati ons of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Wor ki ng
G oup on Biosafety;

2. Deci des:

(a) That the bureau of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working G oup on
Bi osaf ety shall be conposed of representatives of Argentina, Bahanas,
Denmar k, Ethi opia, Hungary, India, Muritania, New Zeal and, Russian
Federation and Sri Lanka;

(b) That the nmenbers of the bureau shall remain in office, under the
chai rmanship of M. Veit Koester (Denmark) until the adoption of the Protoco
on Biosafety;

3. Deci des that the final neeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc WorKking
G oup on Biosafety and an extraordi nary neeting of the Conference of the
Parties will be held in February 1999. These neetings shall be held at the



seat of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity in
Montreal , Canada, unless an offer to host these neetings is received by the
Executive Secretary no later than 1 August 1998;

4. Deci des, in accordance with rule 13 of the rules of procedure,
that the agenda of the extraordinary neeting will address all matters
relating to:

(a) Adopti on of the Protocol on Biosafety; and

(b) Preparations for the first Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol
with regard to, inter alia, interimarrangenents, taking into account the
budgetary provision made for this purpose in accordance with decision IV/17
on the budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention

5. Deci des that witten subm ssions by Governments of provisions to
be included in the Protocol nust be received by the Executive Secretary by
1 July 1998, in accordance with the six-nmonth rule for consideration of the
draft Protocol under Article 28, paragraph 3, of the Convention, thereby
enabl i ng the Open-ended Ad hoc Working Group on Biosafety to consider those
proposal s during its neeting in August 1998;

6. Deci des that the Protocol shall be opened for signature at the
Headquarters of the United Nations in New York no | ater than three nonths
fromthe date of its adoption by the Conference of the Parties;

7. Calls on Parties to consider providing voluntary contributions to
facilitate participation in the above neetings by devel oping country Parties,
in particular |east devel oped States and small island devel opi ng countri es,

and Parties with economies in transition

IV/4. Status and trends of the biol ogical diversity of inland water
ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

The Conference of the Parties

1. Adopts, on the basis of nodified recommendation I11/1 of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice as
cont ai ned i n docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/4/2, annex | to the present decision as a
wor k programme under the Convention on Biological Diversity, on the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of inland water ecosystens and the associated matters of
identification and nonitoring, assessment mnethodol ogy and taxonony;

2. Wl cones the recommendati ons on strategi c approaches to
freshwat er nanagenent of the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its
sixth session and urges Parties and Governnents to:

(a) I nclude information on the biological diversity of inland waters
when providing voluntary national comruni cations and reports on actions
further to the reconmendati ons of the Conm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent;
and



(b) Consi der inland water biological diversity in the agenda of
subsequent neetings held to further the recommendati ons of the Comni ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent .

3. Urges Parties and Governments to include inland water biologica
diversity considerations in their participation and collaboration with
organi sations, institutions and conventions affecting or working with inland
wat er resources, consistent with the gui dance provided to the Conference of
the Parties and the Executive Secretary in part A "General", paragraphs 1-3
of annex | to the present decision

4. Encour ages the inplenentation of the Joint Work Plan with the
Convention on Wetl ands in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/4/1nf.8, as reconmended by
the Conference of the Parties in its decision I11/21 and by the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice in recomendation
[11/1, part A section |, paragraph (b) and endorsed by the Conference of the
Parties at its fourth neeting as a framework for enhanced cooperati on between
t he Conventions through decision |V 15;

5. Urges Parties and Governments to integrate those el enents
hi ghl i ghted by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advice as inportant for Parties, contained in annex |, sections A, B, C and

D, to the present decision (respectively concerning inland water ecosystens,

identification and nonitoring, nethodol ogies for assessment and taxonony), as

appropriate, into their national and sectoral plans and to inplenent these as
soon as possi bl e;

6. Recogni zi ng that d obal Environnent Facility projects are
country-driven, requests the Financial Mechanism wthin the context of
i npl enenti ng national biological diversity strategies and action plans, to
provi de adequate and tinely support to eligible projects which help Parties
to devel op and i npl ement national, sectoral and cross-sectoral plans for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity of inland water
ecosyst ens.

7. Urges Parties when requesting support, for projects related to
i nl and water ecosystens, fromthe Financial Mechanismthat priority be given
to:

(a) Identifying inland water ecosystens in accordance with Article 7
and Annex | to the Convention, taking into account the criteria for Wetlands
of International Inportance as adopted under the Convention on Wt ands;

(b) Preparing and inplenmenting integrated watershed, catchnent and
river basin managenent plans based on an ecosystem approach incl udi ng
transboundary wat ersheds, catchnments and river basins, and those which
i ncl ude ecosystens identified under subparagraph (a) above;

(c) I nvestigating where appropriate, the processes contributing to
the | oss of biological diversity of inland water ecosystens, through targeted
research, such as: investigations into the inpacts of harnful substances,

alien invasive species and saltwater intrusions; and the identification of
nmeasures needed to address these issues where they constitute threats to
i nl and wat er ecosystem bi ol ogi cal diversity;



8. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to:

(a) | mpl enent the programe of work respecting the rel evant tasks
described in annexes | and Il to the present decision, taking into account
t he deci sions adopted at the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties
and the schedule as contained in annex Il to the present decision, subject to
anendi ng the time schedule so as to i medi ately commence devel opnent of
regi onal guidelines for rapid assessnent for small island States, and to
report on progress to the Conference of the Parties at its fifth neeting;

(b) I ncorporate as appropriate, the outcone of the sixth session of
t he Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent on strategi c approaches to
freshwat er nmanagenent into its work plan and report back thereon to the
Conference of the Parties at its fifth neeting;

(c) Continue to take note of the approved work progranmme and results,
and pursue opportunities for cooperation with, the Scientific and Technica
Revi ew Panel of the Convention on Wetl ands.

9. Invites all relevant organizations to support efforts by Parties
and Governments to inplenment their national and sectoral plans for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of the biological diversity of inland water
ecosyst ens;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate the progranme of
work outlined in the present decision, including inits annexes | and I
i ncluding inplenentation of the tasks outlined for the Executive Secretary in
paragraphs 1, 2 and 4 of annex | to the present decision, and additionally,
in particular, to begin conpiling informati on and case studies for use by the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice in
addr essi ng paragraphs 8 (a) and (c) of annex | to the present decision

11. Notes that while the inplenentation of the progranme of work is
subject to the availability of financial resources, particular attention
shoul d be given to early progress in the devel opnent of rapid assessnent
nmet hodol ogi es especially related to small island States.

Annex |
Bl OLOE CAL DI VERSI TY OF | NLAND WATER ECOSYSTEMS

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal ling that decision 111/13 of the Conference of the Parties
requested the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advice to provide the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties with
scientific, technical and technol ogical advice on the status and trends of
bi ol ogi cal diversity in inland water ecosystens and the identification of
options for conservation and sustai nabl e use,

Havi ng exam ned the Notes prepared by the Executive Secretary
(UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 2, UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 4 and UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/ I nf.8); and the other
i nformation provided to the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties,




Recogni zi ng the inportance of inland water ecosystens for gl oba
bi ol ogi cal diversity and human wel fare, and al so their vulnerability to human
actions,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of adopting an ecosystem approach t hat
i ntegrates the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity and
the fair and equitable sharing of benefits of inland waters,

Recogni zi ng the |ink between human communities, inland waters and
bi ol ogi cal diversity of inland waters and the inportance of l[ocal community
participation and awareness in achieving conservation and sustai nabl e use of
i nl and water biological diversity, and

Recogni zi ng the crucial part played by technical and scientific
cooperation in all aspects of biological diversity, including the transfer of
t echnol ogy, and recogni zing al so the necessity of capacity-building to enable
Parties to carry out identification, nmonitoring and assessnment of biol ogica
diversity as required by Article 7 of the Convention

Adopts the foll owi ng programre of work:
A. Assessnent of the status and trends of the biological diversity

of inland water ecosystens and identification of options for
conservati on and sustai nabl e use

1. Ceneral

1. The Executive Secretary should continue and further develop the

col I aboration with organi zations, institutions, and conventions working wth
research, nmanagenent and conservation of inland water biological diversity.
These include (but are not limted to) the Convention on Wetlands, FAQ

| CLARM d obal Water Partnership, Wrld Water Council, UNDP, UNEP

Di versitas, Wetlands International, 1UCN, Wrld Bank, Bonn Convention, et al

2. The Executive Secretary of this Convention and the Secretary-CGeneral of
t he Conventi on on Wetl ands are encouraged to el aborate a work plan that
ensures cooperation, and avoi ds overl ap between the two conventions, noting

t he Menorandum of Cooperation with the Convention on Wtl ands, and deci sion
I11/21 of the Conference of the Parties, whereby the Convention on Wetl ands
woul d be a lead partner in inland water ecosystens.

3. The Conference of the Parties wishes to continue the close cooperation
wi th the Conmmi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent in its devel opment of the
Strategi c Approach to Freshwater Managenment to ensure that biol ogica
diversity issues are considered in this process.

4. The Conference of the Parties requests the Executive Secretary to
devel op a roster of experts on the conservation and sustai nable use of the
bi ol ogi cal diversity of inland waters, and urge Governnents to nomi nate
experts to the roster, noting also that the Ransar Bureau is establishing a
simlar list of experts.



5. The cl eari ng- house nechani sm shoul d be used to pronote and facilitate
t he exchange of information and the transfer of technol ogy relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of inland water biol ogical diversity.

6. Recogni zing the i mediate threats to the inland water ecosystens and
associ ated biol ogical diversity of small island States, the Conference of the
Parties requests the Executive Secretary and the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice to pay special attention to
early cooperation with the small island States in the devel opnent of rapid-
assessnment met hodol ogi es.

7. Recogni zing that in the territories of certain States there are inland
wat er ecosystens suffering from ecol ogi cal disaster, the Conference of the
Parties requests the Executive Secretary and the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice to pay special attention to
early cooperation in assessing such disasters and mitigating activities and
i n devel opi ng rapid assessnent nethodol ogi es within these States.

2. Wbrk plan of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce

8. A work plan for the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce shoul d be devel oped in cooperation wth rel evant

organi zati ons, Governments and Parties that should build upon the ongoing
efforts in inland water ecosystem conservation. The work plan should include:

Status and trends:

(a) Using existing informati on and draw ng upon rel evant
organi zati ons and experts, devel op an inproved picture of inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity, its uses and its threats, around the world. The out put
shoul d identify areas where the |ack of information severely Iimts the
quality of assessnents. This will help to focus attention on these areas;

(b) Devel opi ng and di ssem nating regi onal guidelines for rapid
assessnment of inland water biological diversity for different types of inland
wat er ecosyst ens;

Conservati on and sust ai nabl e use:

(c) Conpi l i ng case-studi es of watershed, catchnment and river basin
managenent experiences and best practices, to synthesize the | essons that
energe fromthese studies, and to dissem nate information through the
cl eari ng- house and ot her appropriate mechani sms. Areas where the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advi ce should concentrate its
efforts include:

(1) Exampl es of wat ershed managenent that incorporate
i nl and water biological diversity with special reference to
exanpl es that use the ecosystem based approach to neet water
managenment goal s;

(i) Exanmpl es of water resource devel opnent projects
(water supply and sanitation, irrigation, hydropower, flood



(d)

servi ces of

control, navigation, groundwater extraction) that incorporate
bi ol ogi cal diversity considerations;

(i) | npact assessnent and ot her met hodol ogi es that
address inland water biological diversity issues in an adaptive
managenent frameworKk;

(iv) Case-studi es of successful renedial action, including
restoration and rehabilitation of degraded inland water
ecosyst ens;

(v) Exanmpl es of equitable sharing of benefits derived
fromuse of inland water biological diversity;

(vi) Exampl es of the inpacts of invasive alien species and
of programmes used to control their introduction and mtigate
negati ve consequences on inland water ecosystens especially at

t he wat ershed, catchnment and river basin |evel;

(vii) Use of protected areas and their nanagenent
strategi es for conservation and sustainable use of inland water
ecosyst ens;

Devel opi ng met hods and techni ques for the valuation of goods and
i nl and water ecosystens, incentives and policy reform and the

under st andi ng of ecosystem function

3. Recommendations to Parties

9. The Conference of the Parties recomends that Parties:

(a)

(b)

WAt er shed managenent :

(1) Encourage the adoption of integrated | and and
wat er shed managenent approaches based on wat ersheds, catchnents
and river basins for the protection, use, planning and managenent
of inland water ecosystens;

(i) Encour age the adoption of integrated watershed,
catchment and river basin nmanagenent strategies to maintain,
restore or inprove the quality and supply of inland water
resources and the econom c, social, hydrol ogical, biologica
di versity and other functions and val ues of inland water
ecosyst ens;

Appropriate technol ogi es:

(1) Encourage the use of | ow cost (appropriate)

technol ogy, non-structural and innovative approaches to neet
wat er shed managenent goal s, such as using wetlands to inprove
water quality, using forests and wetl ands to recharge groundwater
and maintain the hydrol ogical cycle, to protect water supplies
and using natural floodplains to prevent flood damage, and to use
i ndi genous species for aquacul ture;



(i) Encour age the devel opnent of preventative strategies
such as cl eaner production, continual environnental inprovenent,
corporate environnental reporting, product stewardship and
environnental |y sound technol ogi es to avoid degradati on and
pronmote restoration of inland water ecosystens;

(c) Technol ogy transfer: Enphasize nore effective conservation and
efficiency in water use, together w th non-engineering solutions.
Environnental |y appropriate technol ogi es should be identified, such as | ow
cost sewage treatnent and recycling of industrial water to assist in the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of inland waters;

(d) Research: Encourage research on the application of the ecosystem
appr oach;

(e) Moni tori ng and assessnent:

(1) Identify the nost cost-effective approaches and
met hods to describe the status, trends and threats of inland
waters and indicate their condition in functional as well as
speci es terns;

(i) Pronmote the devel opnent of criteria and indicators
for the evaluation of inpact on inland water ecosystens from both
physical infrastructure projects and watershed activities,
including, inter alia, agriculture, forestry, mning and physica
alteration, taking into consideration the natural variability of
wat er condi tions;

(i) Initiate studies on ecol ogi cal functions and services
to i nprove understandi ng of effects of exploitation on non-target
speci es;

(iv) Undert ake assessnments in such inland water ecosystens

whi ch may be regarded as inportant in accordance with the terns
of Annex | of the Convention. Furthernore Parties should

undert ake assessments of threatened speci es and conduct

i nventories and inpact assessnments of alien species within their
i nl and wat er ecosystens;

(f) Sust ai nabl e use:

(1) Encour age val uati on of inland water biologica
di versity;
(i) Produce and pronote gui dance on the sustainabl e use

of inland waters to maintain biological diversity;

(i) Support the conservation and sustai nabl e use of

i nl and water biological diversity through the establishnment and

i npl enent ati on of appropriate legal, adnministrative and incentive
neasur es;

(iv) Consi der the use and/or establishnment of gene banks
for fish and other species;



(9) Envi ronnental inpact assessnents:

(1) Encour age environnmental inpact assessments (El As) of
wat er devel opnent projects, aquaculture, and watershed activities
including agriculture, forestry, and mning. EIAs need to gather
adequat e bi ol ogi cal data to docunent effects on biol ogica
diversity, provide predictions on the effects of alternative

proj ect scenarios on ecosystens and consider the valuation of the
goods and services of potentially affected ecosystens, and test
predictions with well-designed sanpling schenes that can
adequately distinguish the effects of anthropogenic activities
from natural processes;

(i) Encourage El As which assess the inpacts, not only of
i ndi vi dual proposed projects, but also the cumul ative effects of
exi sting and proposed devel opnents on the wat ershed, catchment

or river basin;

(h) Alien species, genotypes and genetically nodi fi ed organi sns.
Rai se awareness of the possible problens and costs associated with the
del i berate or accidental introduction of alien species, genotypes and
genetically nodified organi sns which adversely affect aquatic biol ogica
diversity, bearing in mnd the activities relating to the devel opment of a
Prot ocol on Biosafety under the Convention. Policies and guidelines should
be devel oped to prevent and control such introductions, and to rehabilitate
sites where possible. This work should be coordinated with the cross-cutting
wor k bei ng addressed in the decision regarding the work of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice on alien species
(decision IVI1 O);

(1) Educati on and public awareness. Strengthen education and
awar eness programmes, recogni zing that responsible environnmental stewardship
requires an informed public. Participatory-based managenment approaches are
nost effective when people are well inforned of both the econom c and
envi ronnent al consequences of nmanagenment. Inland waters provide both a
chal | enge and an opportunity to educate the public and policy makers about
the need to take an ecosystem based approach to managenent. Environnenta
education should be built into school curricula and shoul d enphasi ze
i ntegration using inland waters as a nodel subject to teach problemsol ving;

(j) Col | aboration with broader water resource conmunity. Pronote
ef fective coll aboration anong ecol ogi sts, planners, engineers, and
econom sts (both within countries and anong countries) in the planning and
i npl enent ati on of devel opment projects to better integrate inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity with water resource devel opnent when consi dering
projects likely to have an adverse inpact on inland water ecosysterns;

(k) Transboundary cooperation: Develop and maintain effective
cooperation for sustainabl e managenent of transboundary watersheds,
catchments, river basins and mgratory species through appropriate nechani sns
such as bilateral and nultil ateral agreenents;




(1) I nvol verent of | ocal and indi genous comunities:

(1) I nvol ve, as far as possible and appropriate, |oca

and i ndi genous conmunities in the devel opnment of managenent pl ans
and in projects that may affect inland water biologica

di versity;

(i) I mpl enent Article 8(j) as related to inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(i) Encourage the invol vement and partici pation of
af fected parties including end-users and conmunities in policy
maki ng, planning and i npl enent ati on;

(m Econonmi ¢ and | egal instrunents:

(1) Revi ew the range and effectiveness of nationa

i ncentives, subsidies, regulations, and other relevant financial
mechani snms whi ch have the ability to affect inland water
ecosystens, whet her adversely or beneficially;

(i) Redi rect financial support measures which run counter
to the objectives of the Convention regardi ng the biol ogi ca
diversity of inland waters;

(i) | mpl enent targeted incentive and regul atory nmeasures
t hat have positive inmpacts on the biological diversity of inland
wat er s;

(iv) Devel op the policy research capacity needed to inform

t he deci si on-maki ng process in a multi-disciplinary and
sectorally integrated nanner

(v) At appropriate levels (regional, national

subnational and |ocal), encourage the identification of stressed
rivers, the allocation and reservation of water for ecosystem
mai nt enance, and the mai ntenance of environnental flows as an

i ntegral component of appropriate |egal, admnistrative and
econom ¢ mechani sis;

4. Financing

10. Qui dance should be provided to the d obal Environment Facility
regarding the inportance of projects concerning inland water biologica
diversity. The CGEF should be encouraged to consider the inportance of inland
wat er biol ogical diversity in its other focal areas and shoul d provide
necessary funding for inland water biological diversity projects.

11. Ways shoul d be considered of nobilizing financial resources from ot her
sour ces.



B. Provision of scientific advice and further guidance to assi st
in the national elaboration of Annex | of the Convention (as
pertaining to inland water ecosystens)

12. The Conference of the Parties advises Parties to prepare indicative
lists of inland water ecosystens, using the criteria set out in Annex | of

t he Convention. The Conference of the Parties requests the Executive
Secretary to work closely with the Ranmsar Bureau and further direct the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice to work
jointly with the Scientific and Techni cal Revi ew Panel of the Convention on
Wet | ands to achi eve desirabl e convergence between approaches on criteria and
classification of inland water ecosystens between the two Conventi ons.

13. Parties should take note of the work of the TUCN as well as its
recomendati ons in the ongoing review and application of criteria for the
assessnment of threatened species and popul ations, including the further
devel opnent of such criteria for application at the regional and nationa
| evel s.

C. Review of nethodol ogies for assessnent of biological diversity
(as pertaining to inland water ecosystens)

14. Parties are urged to adopt an integrated approach in their assessnent,
managenent and where possi ble renedial action of inland water ecosystens,

i ncluding associated terrestrial and i nshore mari ne ecosystens. Assessnents
shoul d i nvol ve all stakehol ders, should be cross-sectoral and shoul d nake
full use of indigenous know edge.

15. Sui t abl e organi snms should be identified as being particularly inportant
in the assessnent of inland water ecosystens. ldeally, such groups should
meet the following criteria:

(a) The group should contain a reasonabl e nunber of species with
varied ecol ogi cal requirenents;

(b) The taxonony of the group should be reasonably well understood;
(c) The speci es should be easy to identify;

(d) The group should be easy to sanple or observe so that density -
absolute or as indices - can be assessed, used objectively and treated
statistically;

(e) The group should serve as indicators of overall ecosystemhealth
or indicators of devel opnment of a key threat to ecosystem health;

16. In view of the great econom c inportance of sonme groups (e.g. inland
wat er fish species), and of the large gaps in taxonom ¢ know edge for many
speci es, the Conference of the Parties considers this as a specific focus of
t he capacity-building in taxonony recomended by the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice in its recomendation I1/2 and
endorsed by the Conference of the Parties in decision I11/10.

17. The Conference of the Parties advises Parties and rel evant
i nternational organizations that issues of biological diversity and



subsi stence use of fisheries should be nore fully addressed in fisheries
reporting as regards biol ogical diversity and in fisheries managenent. In
particul ar species conposition of total catch should be reported and the
contribution that indigenous species make to capture fisheries should be
reported separately.

18. The transboundary nature of many inland water ecosystens should be
fully taken into account in assessnents, and it may be appropriate for
rel evant regional and international bodies to contribute to such assessnents.

19. In accordance with recomendation I1/1 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, endorsed by the Conference of
the Parties in decision I11/10, assessnents should be sinple, inexpensive,

rapid and easy to use. Such rapid assessnent programmes will never replace
t horough inventories. The Conference of the Parties takes note of the need
to evaluate specific rapid assessment programmes for inland water ecosystens
currently under devel opnent.

20. Assessnments should be carried out with a view to inplenmenting other
articles of the Convention and, in particular, to addressing the threats to

i nl and water ecosystens within an appropriate franmework such as that included
i n paragraphs 39-41 of docunment UNEP/ CBDY COP/3/12. O particular inportance
i s the undertaking of environmental inpact assessnents on biol ogica

di versity of devel opnent projects involving inland water ecosystens.

D. The urgency of needed action on taxonony

21. The Executive Secretary is requested to take decisive action to advance
the d obal Taxonony Initiative as detailed in decisions I11/10 and 1V/ 1D,
whi ch shoul d be inpl enented as soon as possi bl e.
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Annex |1

PGSSI BLE TI ME- FRAME OF A WORK PROGRAMVE PERTAI NI NG TO SBSTTA ACTI VI TI ES

Activities

Year

copP

SBSTTA

Secretari at

O her

I nplication of the

out cone of the sixth session of the Conm ssion on Sustaina

bl e Devel opnent (CSD)

I ntegration of

t he outcone of
the sixth session
of the Conm ssion
on Sust ai nabl e
Devel opnent

(CSD6)

1998

1999

Consi derati on of
t he outcone of the
CSDh6

Consi derati on of

t he reconmendati on
of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and
Technol ogi ca

Advi ce

Consi derati on of
the fol | ow up of
the CSD6 and make
recommendation to
the COP

Possi bl e fol I ow up
activities

Possi bl e fol I ow up
activities
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Status and trends

Activities

Year

SBSTTA

Secretari at

O her

Usi ng existing

i nformation and
drawi ng upon

rel evant

organi zati ons and
experts, devel op
an i nproved

pi cture of inland
wat er bi ol ogi cal
diversity, its
uses and the
threats to it,
around the world.
I dentification of

gap.

1998

1998- 2002

2002

2003

Consi derati on of
t he recommendati on
of the SBSTTA

Consi der ati on of
ways and mneans for
the activity

Carrying out the
activity

Consi derati on of

t he outconme and
make reconmendati on
to the COP

Preparati on of
proposal for the
ways and neans of
t he assessnent

Assi st the SBSTTA
in carrying out
the activity

Est abl i shi ng
net wor k of
experts

Possi bl e regi onal
wor kshops
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Activities Year corP SBSTTA Secretari at O her
Devel op regi onal 2002 Consi der ati on of Preparati on of
gui del i nes for ways and mneans for proposal for the
rapi d assessnent the activity ways and neans for
t he devel opnment of
regi onal
gui del i nes
2002- 2004 Devel opnent of Assi st the SBSTTA | Possible regiona
regi onal guidelines |in the devel opnent | workshops
of regional
gui del i nes
2004 Consi derati on of
t he regi onal
gui del i nes and
reconmendation to
t he COP
2005 Consi derati on of

t he SBSTTA
recomrendat i on
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Conservation and sustai nabl e use

Activities

Year

SBSTTA

Secretari at

O her

Conpi | ati on of

case studies on
conservation and
sust ai nabl e use

1998- 2002

2002

2003

2003 -

Consi derati on of
t he SBSTTA
recomrendat i on

Consi derati on of
case studi es and
make recommendati on

Activities may be
conti nued

Conpi | ati on of
case studies and
make synt hesis

Di sseni nat e

t hrough t he

cl eari ng- house
mechani sm
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Activities

Year

SBSTTA

Secretari at

O her

Devel opnent of
nmet hods and
techni ques for

t he val uation of
goods and

servi ces of

i nl and wat er
ecosyst ens,

i ncentives and
policy reforns
and under st andi ng
of ecosystem
function

2002

2002- 2005

2005

2006

Consi derati on of
t he SBSTTA
recomrendat i on

Consi der ati on of
ways and neans of
the activity

Devel opnent of

nmet hods and

techni ques for the
proposed topics

Consi derati on of

t he net hods and
techni ques for the
proposed topics and
make reconmendati on
to the COP

Preparation of
proposal for the
devel opnent of

nmet hods and

techni ques for the
proposed topics

Assi st the SBSTTA
in the activity

Expert neetings /
Li ai son group
neet i ngs
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The national el aboration of Annex | of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Activities Year coP SBSTTA Secretari at O her
Work closely with 1998- 2001 Work closely with Work closely with
t he Convention on the Scientific and t he Bureau of the
Wet |l ands to Techni cal Revi ew Conventi on on
achi eve desirabl e Panel of the Wet | ands
conver gence Convention on
bet ween Wet | ands
approaches on
criteria and 2001 Consi derati on of
classification of t he outconme and
i nl and wat er make report to the
ecosyst ens Conf erence of the
bet ween the two 2002 Consi derati on of Parties

Conventi ons

the report of the
Subsi di ary Body on
Scientific,
Techni cal and
Technol ogi ca

Advi ce




Urgency of needed action on taxonony

G obal Taxonony 1998- 2001 Regi onal
Initiative wor kshops

Budget inplication:

Studi es for assessnents: US$ 300, 000- 500, 000 per study
Scientific/technical neetings: US$ 100, 000- 300, 000 per neeting

The Secretariat will require a Programme O ficer at P-4 level, specialized in the biological diversity of inland
waters. The Secretariat will benefit fromthe services of a Junior Professional Oficer (P-2) for this programe of
wor k. However, as Junior Professional Oficers are seconded by Governnents, there will be no budget inplications in
this regard.



IV/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of nmari ne and coasta
bi ol ogi cal diversity, including a programe of work

The Conference of the Parti es,

. PROGRAMVE OF WORK ARI SI NG FROM DECI SION 11/10 (JAKARTA MANDATE
ON MARI NE AND COASTAL BI OLOGE CAL DI VERSI TY)

Reaffirmng its decision I1/10 on the conservation and sustai nabl e use
of marine and coastal biological diversity,

Havi ng consi dered recommendation I11/2 of its Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice,

1. Adopts the programme of work on marine and coastal biol ogica
diversity, as contained in the annex to the present decision

2. Urges Parties, countries, relevant organi zati ons and donor
agencies to contribute to the inplenentation of specific elements of the
programe of work;

3. Urges Parties, when requesting for assistance through the
financi al nmechani sm of the Convention, to propose projects which, while being
fully consistent with previous gui dance of the Conferences of the Parties,
pronmote the inplenmentation of the programe of work;

4. Urges the Executive Secretary to cooperate with the Convention on
Wet | ands of International Inportance, especially as Waterfow Habitat, where
appropriate, in relation to the inplenmentation of the joint work plan having
regard to |inkages with the programre of work on inland water biologica
di versity adopted by decision |V/ 4

Il. CORAL REEFS
Bei ng deeply concerned at the recent extensive and severe cora

bl eachi ng, such as that reported by the African countries, caused by
abnormal Iy high water tenperatures experienced since January 1998,

Recogni zi ng the potentially severe |oss of biological diversity and
consequent soci o-econom ¢ inpacts, and

Noting this occurrence as a possible consequence of gl obal warm ng and
in light of the precautionary approach

1. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to nake an analysis of this phenonmenon and provide
rel evant information to the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties
for its consideration;

2. Instructs the Executive Secretary to express its concern to the
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Cinate
Change and the Secretary-General of the Convention on Wtlands and convey it
to the conferences of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on dimte Change and the Convention on Wetl ands at their next neetings;



3. Invites the United Nations Framework Convention on Cinmate Change
to urgently address this issue in its deliberations; and

4. Urges Parties, with reference to progranme elenent 1.3 (c) of the
programe of work, to take appropriate actions to mtigate inpacts upon
mari ne and coastal biological diversity and consequent soci o-econom c
effects;

[11. SWVALL | SLAND DEVELOPI NG STATES

Recogni zi ng the uni queness and extrene fragility of marine and coasta
bi ol ogi cal diversity of small island devel oping States (SIDS), the
di sproportionate responsibility facing small island devel oping States in the
conservation of these biological resources and the limted capacity of snal
i sl and devel oping States to inplenent the Jakarta Mandate on Marine and
Coast al Biological Diversity,

Strongly recommends to Parties, countries, relevant organizati ons and
donor agencies that the special needs and considerations of small island
devel oping States be a focus for inplenenting each of the elenents of the
programe of work, as appropriate.

Annex

PROGRAMVE OF WORK ON MARI NE AND COASTAL BI OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY

A. Introduction
1. The aimof this programme of work is to assist the inplenmentation of
the Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological Dversity at the
nati onal, regional and global levels. It identifies key operationa
objectives and priority activities within the five key progranme el enents:
i ntegrated mari ne and coastal area managenent, marine and coastal |iving
resources, marine and coastal protected areas, mariculture and alien species
and genotypes. It also provides a general programe el enent to enconpass the

coordi nation role of the Secretariat, the collaborative |inkages required and
the effective use of experts.

B. Basic principles

1. Ecosystem approach

2. The ecosystem approach shoul d be pronoted at gl obal, regional, nationa
and | ocal levels taking into account the report of the Mal awi workshop
(docunent UNEP/ CBD COP/ 4/1nf.9) and in accordance wth decision |IV/ 1B.

3. Protected areas should be integrated into wider strategies for
preventing adverse effects to marine and coastal ecosystens from externa
activities and take into consideration, inter alia, the provisions of
Article 8 of the Convention



2. Precautionary approach

4. The precautionary approach, as set out in decision I1/10, annex II
paragraph 3 (a), should be used as a guidance for all activities affecting
mari ne and coastal biological diversity, being also relevant to many ot her

i nternational agreenments, inter alia, the United Nations Agreenent on
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Mgratory Fish Stocks and the Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture O ganization of
the United Nations, the Washi ngton d obal Progranme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and regional
agreenments such as OSPAR

3. The inportance of science

5. Sci ence should, inter alia, provide know edge on key processes and

i nfluences in the mari ne and coastal ecosystens which are critical for
structure, function and productivity of biological diversity. Research
shoul d focus on understandi ng the natural factors outside human infl uence,
including intrinsic factors influencing ecosystens thenselves, as well as on
human interference with ecosystens.

6. Speci al efforts should be undertaken to support the @ obal Taxonony
Initiative in the marine and coastal environnent in view of the inportance of
basi ¢ taxonom ¢ work for the inplenmentation of the objectives of the work
programe, in accordance with decision IV/1 D

7. It is inmportant to draw upon regional scientific organizations, such as
the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES). The
creation and strengthening of regional scientific centres of excellence on
the mari ne and coastal ecosystens, that provide guidance to regi onal and

nati onal managers, should be given priority.

4. Roster of experts

8. The Executive Secretary should rmake full use of the roster of experts
on marine and coastal biological diversity. The use and adninistration of
the roster by the Executive Secretary should be efficient, effective and
transparent. Upon request of the Executive Secretary, Parties or other
countries and rel evant bodies, the experts on the roster are invited to nake
avail abl e their specific expertise in order to contribute to the further
devel opnent of the scientific, technical, technol ogical and soci o-economc

i ssues. Such requests could entail, inter alia, peer reviews,
guestionnaires, clarifications or exam nations of scientific, technical

t echnol ogi cal and soci o- econom ¢ issues, specific contributions to the
conpil ati on of docunments, participation in the global and regi onal workshops,
and assisting in connecting the Jakarta Mandate and the present programme of
work to international, regional, national and local scientific, technical and
t echnol ogi cal processes.

5. Local and indi genous comunities

9. The programme of work will use and draw upon scientific, technical and
t echnol ogi cal know edge of |ocal and indi genous comunities in keeping with
the contents of Article 8(j) of the Convention as well as comunity and user-
based approaches; in the execution of the programme of work, the invol venent



of rel evant stakehol ders including indigenous and | ocal people should be
pr onot ed.

6. Levels of inplenentation

10. Nati onal and local. The primary basis for this programe of work is
action at national and local levels. The Parties should, in accordance with
Article 6 of the Convention, devel op national strategies, plans and
programmes in order to pronote the conservation and sustainable use of marine
and coastal biological diversity.

11. Regi onal . At the regional |evel, organizations, arrangenents and
bodi es should be invited to coordinate activities of and/or relevant to the
programe of work. These organizations should as appropriate and accordi ng
to their own rules of procedure report to the Convention on their activities.
VWere regi onal organizati ons have not been established, the Parties and
other institutions should exam ne the need for new regi onal organizations or
ot her mechani sns for regional integration. Cooperation and information flow
bet ween t he economi ¢ sectors involved should be pronoted. Regiona
scientific and technical centres of excellence should be pronoted.

12. G obal. At the global Ievel, UNEP (including the G obal Internationa
Wat er Assessnent), FAQ, the Intergovernnental Cceanographic Comm ssion of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization (UNESCO,
the International Maritine O ganization, the United Nations and ot her

rel evant bodi es shoul d be encouraged to inplenment the programre of work.
These organi zati ons should be invited to informthe Convention on their
efforts to inplement the Convention

13. | mpl enentation nodalities. This progranme of work is the programe of
work of the Parties and of the Secretariat. The main function of the
Secretariat is to pronote the inplenentation of specific activities and to
perform an overall coordination role.

14. Activities associated with the programe of work shoul d be cost-
effective and efficient. Duplication of efforts will be avoi ded, and

har moni zati on of respective programmes of work will be pursued through strong
coordi nati on between the Convention and other relevant bodies, with a
particular viewto the list of partner organizations nmentioned in

decision I1/10, paragraph 13, and the Conventi on on Wt ands.

C. Programme el enents

Programme elenent 1. Inplenentation of integrated marine and coastal area
managenent (| MCAM

Operational objective 1.1: To review the existing instrunents rel evant
to IMCAM and their inmplication for the inplenmentation of the Convention

Activities:

(a) To identify existing mechanisns and instrunents relevant to
| MCAM



(b) To identify focal points for the inplenentation of | MCAM at
different levels (national, regional and gl obal);

(c) Secretariat to gather, conpare and anal yse information provided
by the focal points;

(d) To convene neetings involving representatives of stakehol ders at
different |evels.

Ti me schedul e: 1998- 2000 (m ni numthree-year period)

Ways and neans: The activities will be carried out by the Executive
Secretary, with the collaboration of an informal inter-agency task force.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to comuni cati ons and staff
travel to inter-agency neetings and to service neetings. Costs related to
conveni ng of meeting of stakeholders on the integration of nmarine and coasta
bi ol ogi cal diversity into sectoral policies.

Operational objective 1.2: To pronote the devel opnent and
i npl enentati on of | MCAM at the local, national and regional |evel.

Activities:

(a) To pronote, within the framework of I MCAM the integration of
bi ol ogi cal diversity concerns in all socio-econom c sectors adversely
i npacting the marine and coastal environment;

(b) To pronote the identification or establishnent of subregional
regi onal or gl obal processes for devel opi ng advice on the application of
| MCAM and i ssues identified under the operational objective;

(c) To pronote adequate protection of areas inportant for
reproduction such as spawni ng and nursery areas and restoration of such areas
and other inmportant habitats for marine |iving resources;

(d) To pronote action to reduce and control sea-based sources of
pol I uti on.

(e) To assist the devel opment of national and regi onal capacity-
bui | di ng;

(f) To provide information on relevant |egal and institutiona
i ssues, having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) and other related international and regi onal agreenents;

(9) To assist the devel opnent of appropriate education and public
awar eness programmes at all |evels;

(h) To provi de gui dance on mai ntenance and w der application of |oca
and traditional know edge.

Ti me schedul e: 1998- 2000 (m ni numthree-year period)




Ways and neans: The activities should be carried out by the Executive
Secretary in collaboration with rel evant organizations.

Budgetary inplications: No significant budgetary inplications.

Operational objective 1.3: To devel op guidelines for ecosystem
eval uati on and assessnent, paying attention to the need to identify and
sel ect indicators, including social and abiotic indicators, that distinguish
bet ween natural and human-i nduced effects.

Activities:

(a) To pronote the devel opnent of sets of indicators on which to base
deci si on naki ng; and convene regi onal workshops to hel p sel ect key
i ndi cators;

(b) To identify existing organi zations and initiatives;

(c) To pronote the identification of key habitats for marine |iving
resources on a regional basis, with a viewto further devel op policies for
action to prevent physical alteration and destruction of these habitats, and
pursue restoration of degraded habitats, including, inter alia, coral reef
syst ens;

(d) To pronote the establishnent or strengthening of mechani snms for
research, nonitoring and assessnent of narine and coastal ecosystens and
their |iving resources;

(e) To pronote exchange of information and experience using the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm and ot her appropri ate mechani sis;

(f) To col |l aborate with rel evant organi zations in the preparation of
gui del i nes;

Ti me schedul e: 1998-2000 (m ni mum three-year progranme)

Ways and neans: The activities should be carried out by the Executive
Secretary and the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advi ce, as part of the work progranme on indicators, nonitoring and
assessnent and in collaboration with rel evant organizations.

Budgetary inplications: Budgetary inplications will be covered under
t he programmes of work on indicators, nmonitoring and assessment and public
education, training and awareness. Voluntary contributions for regiona
wor kshops on indicators and public education, training and awareness
activities are needed.

Programme el enent 2. Marine and coastal |iving resources

Operational objective 2.1: To pronote ecosystem approaches to the
sust ai nabl e use of nmarine and coastal |iving resources, including the
identification of key variables or interactions, for the purpose of assessing
and nonitoring, first, conponents of biological diversity; second, the
sust ai nabl e use of such conponents; and, third, ecosystem effects.




Activities:

(a) To devel op col | aborative links with rel evant organizations and
i nstitutions;

(b) To pronote the exchange of information and experience using
appropri ate nechani sns;

(c) To pronote the identification and devel opment of ecosystem
approaches conpatible with the sustainable use of marine and coastal |iving
resour ces;

(d) To pronote the identification both of conponents of the
ecosystens which are critical to the functioning of the ecosystem and of key
t hreat s;

(e) To pronote capacity-building at |ocal, national and regi ona
| evel s, including |ocal and traditional know edge;

(f) To carry out a study on the effects of stock enhancenent on
mari ne and coastal biological diversity at the species and genetic |evels.

Ti me schedul e: 1998-2000 (m ni numthree-year period)

Ways and neans: The Executive Secretary shall pronote the undertaking
of the activities by relevant organi zations and institutions. The
i nformati on di ssem nation aspects should be included in the work plan of the
cl eari ng- house nmechani smunit. The Executive Secretary shall attenpt to
establish an informal inter-agency task force for this work.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to comuni cations and travel to
i nter-agency neetings. Relevant organizations are invited to conduct the
study, within the framework of existing cooperative arrangenents. Additiona
contributions fromParties, countries and organi zations in the organization
of capacity building activities are expected.

Operational objective 2.2: To nake available to the Parties information
on marine and coastal genetic resources, including bioprospecting.

Activity

To explore ways to expand the know edge base on which to make infornmed
and appropriate deci sions about how this area nmight be managed in accordance
with the objectives of the Convention.

Ti me schedul e: 1998/ ongoi ng

Ways and neans: The activity should be inplenented by the Executive
Secretary, making full use of the roster of experts.

Budgetary inplications: No significant budgetary inplications.




Programme el enent 3. Marine and Coastal Protected Areas

Operational objective 3.1: To facilitate research and nonitoring
activities related to the value and the effects of marine and coasta
protected areas or simlarly restricted managenent areas on sustai nabl e use
of marine and coastal |iving resources.

Activities:

(a) To col |l aborate with rel evant organi zations in the preparation of
proj ect proposals;

(b) To work with rel evant organizations to identify pilot projects;
(c) To conduct a desk study to gather and assimlate information

(d) To identify the |inkages between conservati on and sustai nabl e
use;

(e) To facilitate Parties, countries or international/regiona
organi zations in conducting research on the effects of marine and coasta
protected or closed areas on popul ation size and dynami cs, subject to
nati onal |egislation

Ti me schedul e: 1998-onwards (three to five-year period)

Ways and neans: The Executive Secretary, in collaboration with rel evant
organi zati ons and agenci es, involving also fundi ng agenci es or donor
countries, will facilitate and assist in the preparation of project docunents
and identify pilot projects for research and nonitoring, as well as conduct
the desk study. The projects should be undertaken by Parties and countries
or competent organi zations. The Executive Secretary, starting fromthe
roster of experts, will select the names of an ad hoc technical expert group
and el aborate the terns of reference for it, both to be endorsed by the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice. The
expert group will carry out its activities under the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and will work through
el ectroni c correspondence and tel econferences.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to comunications. Additiona
vol untary contributions are needed from Parties or donor countries or funding
agencies to fund the projects, the amount dependi ng on the nunber, nature and
scal e of the projects.

QOperational objective 3.2: To develop criteria for the establishnent
of , and for nmanagenment aspects of, marine and coastal protected areas.

Activities:

(a) To conpile research findings on aspects of marine and coasta
protected areas relevant to their selection, design, establishnent and
managenent ;

(b) To assist in developing criteria for selection of marine and
coastal protected areas, where critical habitats for marine |living resources
shoul d be one inportant criterion



(c) Usi ng the cl earing-house nechanism to assist the exchange of
i nformati on on research, managenent issues and problens (including incentive
nmeasur es) between marine protected area managers, to facilitate continuous
i nprovenent in managenent effectiveness across the gl obal network of marine
protected areas;

(d) To inmplenment activities as in subparagraphs (e) to (h) under
operational objective 1.2.

Ti me schedul e: 1998-2000 (m ni mumthree-year progranme)

Ways and neans: The basis for undertaking these activities should be
col | aborati on between the Executive Secratary, under the guidance of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, and
rel evant international, national and non-governnental organizations. The
creation of an informal task force may be an appropriate nmechani sm
conducting its work through regular conmuni cati on and through peri odic
nmeetings as required.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to conmunications and to staff
travel to inter-agency neetings and to service neetings.

Programme elenent 4. Mariculture

Operational objectives: To assess the consequences of mariculture for
mari ne and coastal biological diversity and pronote techniques which mninze
adverse inpact.

Activities:

(a) To provide guidance on criteria, methods and techni ques which
avoid the adverse effects of mariculture and al so subsequent stock
enhancenent on mari ne and coastal biological diversity and enhance the
positive effects of mariculture on marine and coastal productivity;

(b) To collect and di ssem nate information, data, literature and
bi bl i ography rel evant to the operational objective and best practice of
successful sustainable mariculture, including the use of |ocal species where
appropri at e;

(c) To evaluate the current state of scientific and technol ogi ca
know edge on the effects of mariculture on marine and coastal biol ogica
diversity.

Ti me schedul e: 1999-onwards (m ni mum three-year peri od)

Ways and neans: Coordination of this programre of activities within the
Secretariat creates the need for a professional with specific high-Ievel
expertise. Thi s need could probably best be met through the secondnment by a
Party or specialized institution of an appropriate professional. To be
successful and cost-effective, the work woul d need to draw upon speci al i st
scientific know edge world-wide. It would thus need to be supported by the
est abl i shnent of an ad hoc technical expert group under the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, taking into consideration




the roster of experts. Operational aspects thus suggest that this work be
undertaken from 1999 onwards.

Budgetary inplications: Voluntary contribution by a Party or
institution to cover the costs of the secondee. Costs for conmunications and
travel to service neetings. Costs related to the convening of expert
meeting(s).

Programme elenent 5. Alien species and genotypes

Operational objective 5.1: To achi eve better understandi ng of the
causes of the introduction of alien species and genotypes and the inpact of
such introductions on biol ogical diversity.

Activities:

(a) To anal yse and di ssem nate information, data and case-studies on
t he subject;

(b) To devel op col | aboration with rel evant organi zati ons;

(c) To ensure exchange of information and experience, using
appropri ate nechani sns.

Ti me schedul e: 1998-2000 (m ni mumthree-year period)

Ways and neans: The Executive Secretary, under the guidance of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, will seek
t he assi stance of rel evant organizations through an informal inter-agency
task force. |In particular, the options will be investigated for
col aboration with UNEP, the Scientific Commttee on Problens of the
Envi ronnent (SCOPE), the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea
(ICES) and the World Conservation Union (IUCN) Invasive Species Speciali st
G oup and the d obal Invasive Species Programme in the devel opment of a
gl obal strategy and action plan. |In carrying out this work, it is expected
that Parties or specialized institutions will second a specialist.

Budgetary inplications: Voluntary contribution by a Party or
institution to cover the costs of the secondee. Costs for comruni cati ons.

Operational objective 5.2: To identify gaps in existing or proposed
| egal instrunents, guidelines and procedures to counteract the introduction
of and the adverse effects exerted by alien species and genotypes which
t hreaten ecosystens, habitats or species, paying particular attention to
transboundary effects; and to collect information on national and
international actions to address these problens, with a view to prepare for
t he devel opnent of a scientifically-based global strategy for dealing with
the prevention, control and eradication of those alien species which threaten
mari ne and coastal ecosystens, habitats and species.

Activities:

(a) To request views and information fromParties, countries and
ot her bodi es;



(b) To anal yse the information for the purpose of identifying gaps in
| egal instrunents, guidelines and procedures;

(c) To evaluate the information on the effectiveness of efforts to
prevent the introduction of, and to control or eradicate, those alien species
whi ch may threaten ecosystens, habitats or species;

(d) To identify means to support capacity-building in devel opi ng
countries to strengthen their ability to conduct work related to alien
speci es.

Ti me schedul e: 1998- 2000 (m ni numthree-year period)

Ways and neans: The activities will be carried out by the Executive
Secretary, in collaboration with Parties, countries and other rel evant bodies
and in cooperation with UNEP, I1OC and IMO. It is proposed that a conference
wi th gl obal participation be held and that a Party or specialized institution
will be able to host the conference. It is anticipated that the peer review
process will be followed for the output of this progranme activity.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to communi cati ons and staff
travel servicing the conference. Voluntary contributions for holding the
conference are needed.

Qperational objective 5.3: To establish an "incident list" on
i ntroductions of alien species and genotypes through the national reporting
process or any other appropriate neans.

Activities:

(a) To distil references of incidents fromthe national reports and
ot her appropriate sources;

(b) To make the information avail able through the clearing-house
mechani sm or ot her appropriate nechani sns.

Ti me schedul e: Such information gathering can begin i nmedi ately and be
i nformed by national reports as they are provided.

Ways and neans: Secretari at

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to additional staff time within
the national reports unit and the clearing-house nmechani smunit.

Programme el enent 6. Ceneral

Operational objective 6.1: To assenbl e a database of initiatives on
programe el enments through a cooperative approach with rel evant organizations
and bodies, with special enphasis on integrated nmarine and coastal areas
managenent .

Activities:

(a) To identify sources of relevant information and to make this
readi l y avail abl e;



(b) To request inputs fromParties, countries and rel evant
organi zati ons and bodi es;

(c) To carry out desk evaluations with the assistance of the roster
of experts of available information and to di ssem nate the findings through
t he cl eari ng- house nechani sm

Ti me schedul e: 1998-2000 (m ni mumthree-year progranme)

Ways and neans: Secretariat.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to additional staff tinme within
t he cl eari ng-house nechani smunit associated with the design of appropriate
dat abases and posting information

Operational objective 6.2: To devel op a database of experts fromthe
roster and ot her sources, to be available for the devel opnent and
i npl enentati on of specific elenments of national policies on marine and
coastal biological diversity, giving full recognition to the inportance of
taxonony and follow ng closely the devel opnent of the d obal Taxonony
Initiative and in accordance with decision IV/1 D. Special consideration
shoul d be given to regional perspectives and the setting up of regiona
centres of taxonom c expertise, as well as to the taxonony efforts of other
i ntergovernmental programres, agencies and rel evant institutions.

Activities:

(a) To maintain and update regularly a database of experts on nmarine
and coastal biological diversity;

(b) To make the information avail able through the clearing-house
mechani sm

(c) To pronote the strengthening of taxonom c expertise at regi ona
and national |evels.

Ti me schedul e: Ongoi ng

Ways and neans: Secretariat, also through relevant organi zations, in
particul ar those that deal w th taxonom c issues.

Budgetary inplications: Costs related to additional staff time within
t he cl eari ng-house nechani smunit associated with the design of the database
and of the Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity hone

page.

IV/6. Agricultural biological diversity

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decision I11/11, on the conservation and sustai nabl e use
of agricultural biological diversity, and reiterating the inportance of



agricultural biological diversity as containing the nost vital elenents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity essential for food and l|ivelihood security,

Enphasi zi ng the need for a worldw de reorientation towards sustainable
agricul ture which bal ances production and conservati on objectives in such a
way as to neet the needs of expandi ng popul ati ons whil e maintaining an
ecol ogi cal bal ance,

Wel com ng the statenment presented by the Food and Agricul ture
Organi zation of the United Nations at the fourth neeting of the Conference of
the Parties, regarding its offer to provide further technical assistance to
Parties in the inplenentation of the three objectives of the Convention, in
particular, in response to decision I11/11,

Further wel com ng the establishnment by the Conm ssion on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture, of an intergovernnmental Technical Wbrking
G oup for Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, the first
meeting of which is schedul ed for Septenber 1998,

1. Endor ses recommendation 111/4 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and, noting the progress nade
so far in initiating the devel opnent of the multi-year work progranme on
agricultural biological diversity called for in decision I11/11, highlights
t he i mportance of speeding up inplenentation and requests full support of the
Convention's instrunments in such efforts;

2. Reiterates its wish, in accordance with paragraph 2 of
decision I11/11, that FAO maintain its coordinating role in the assessnent of
ongoi ng activities and instrunents at regional and international |evels and
requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with FAQ to further
consult with Parties, Governnments and rel evant organi zati ons and bodies in
the finalization of this reviewwth a view to making avail able a cl ear and
wel | structured report, well in advance of the fourth nmeeting of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice, that wll
facilitate the work of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to reiterate the invitation to
Parties and Governnents for further national subm ssions, if possible in
electronic form on ongoing activities, existing instrunments and | essons
learnt in the area of agricultural biological diversity, in the |light of
par agraphs 4, 5 and 6 and annex 2 of decision I11/11;

4. Suggests that Governnents, funding agencies, the private sector
and non-governnental organi zations should join efforts to identify and
pronot e sustainable agricultural practices, integrated | andscape nanagenent
of nosaics of agriculture and natural areas, as well as appropriate farmng
systens that will reduce possible negative inpacts of agricultural practices
on biol ogical diversity and enhance the ecol ogical functions provided by
bi ol ogi cal diversity to agriculture. |In this regard, invites Parties,
Governments and organi zations to begin the process of conducting case-studies
based on soci o-econom ¢ and ecol ogi cal anal yses of different |and-use
managenment options and to provide such case-studies to the Executive
Secretary.



5. Deci des to expand the focus placed on soil mcro-organisnms in
annex 3 of decision Il1/11 to address all soil biota, as outlined in
par agraph 8 of recommendation I11/4 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice, and invites Parties, CGovernnents and
i nternational organizations to conduct case-studies on soil biota in
agriculture and to provide themto the Executive Secretary for conpilation in
the formof a synthesis report for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

6. Requests Parties, Governments and international organizations, in
particular FAQ in the |ight of paragraphs 9, 15 (a) and 15 (m of
decision I11/11 and paragraphs 3 and 4 of decision IV/1 A to begin to
provi de inputs on the devel opnment and application of methodol ogi es for
assessnments of agricultural biological diversity and tools for identification
and nonitoring, including: <criteria and indicators for agricultura
bi ol ogi cal diversity, including those addressing farnm ng systens and
agricultural ecosystens; rapid assessnment techniques; the identification of
under | yi ng causes behind the | oss of biological diversity; and the
identification of incentives to overcone constraints and enhance the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity and the
fair and equitable sharing of benefits;

7. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice at its fourth neeting, in accordance w th paragraph 7 of
decision I11/11 and decision 1V/16, to develop and provide to the Conference

of the Parties at its fifth neeting, advice and recommendations for the
devel opnent of the first phase, and subsequent phases, of the nmulti-year work
programe on agricul tural biol ogical diversity;

8. Wl cones the cl ose cooperation established between the Executive
Secretary and FAO and, with reference to decision I1/15 and decision I11/11
par agraph 19, of the Conference of the Parties, urges that the monentumin
the intergovernmental negotiations of the revision of the Internationa
Undert aki ng on Plant Genetic Resources in harnmony with the Convention shoul d
be maintained with a viewto its tinmely conclusion before the end of 1999;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary, as a conplenment to
decision I11/17, paragraph 6, to apply for observer status in the Committee
on Agriculture of the Wrld Trade Organi zation for the purpose of
representing the Convention in neetings whose agendas nmay i nfl uence
i npl enentati on of decision I11/11 and rel ated deci si ons of the Conference of
the Parties;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of
the Parties on the inpact of trade liberalization on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity in consultation wth
rel evant bodi es, such as the Wrld Trade Organization

11. Reiterating the precautionary approach, requests the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, to consider and
assess, in light of contributions to be provided by Parties, Governnents and
organi zati ons, whether there are any consequences for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity fromthe devel opnent and use of new
technol ogy for the control of plant gene expression, such as that described
in United States patent 5723765, and to el aborate scientifically based advice



to the Conference of the Parties. Mreover, urges Parties, Governnents as
well as civil society and public and private institutions to consider the
precauti onary approach in its application

12. Wth reference to paragraphs 21 and 22 of decision I11/11, draws
the attention of international funding agencies, including the financial
mechani sm of the need to support capacity-building in the devel opnent and
i npl enentati on of this work progranme;

13. Wl cones the efforts being made by the financial nechanismin the
devel opnent of its operational policy framework on agricultural biologica
diversity and urges the early conpletion of this framework, fully in line
with decision I11/11, so as to provide effective inplenmentation support to
Parties and Governnents in all agricultural ecosystens.

IV/7. Forest biological diversity

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal ling decision 111/12 of the third neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, and recomendations 11/1, 11/8 and I111/3 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice,

Havi ng considered the report of the Executive Secretary on the draft
programe of work for forest biological diversity (UNEP/ CBDY COP/4/7),

Taki ng note of views expressed by the Parties and countries on the
devel opnent of the work progranme, as contained in docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ | nf . 11,

Noti ng that the devel opnent and inplenmentation of national measures
t hat enhance the integration of the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
forest biological diversity into national forest and | and-use progranmes and
forest-managenment systens is an inportant task for both devel oped and
devel opi ng countries,

Looking forward to the outcones of forthcom ng work under the
I nt ergover nnent al Forum on Forests (IFF), including the global workshop on
under | yi ng causes of deforestation, to be hosted by the Governnent of Costa
Rica in January 1999,

Reaffirm ng that the proposals for action contained in the final report
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF), in particular those rel ated
to national forest and | and-use programmes, and the objectives of the
I nt ergover nnent al Forum on Forests, provide a good basis for the
i npl enent ati on of key provisions of the Convention on Biological Dversity at
the national |evel,

Noti ng that decision IV/13 gives further guidance to the d oba
Environnent Facility (GEF) with regard to forest biological diversity,

1. Deci des to endorse the work programme for forest biologica
diversity as contained in the annex to the present decision



2. Urges Parties, countries, international and regiona
organi zati ons, major groups and other relevant bodies to collaborate in
carrying out the tasks identified in the work programe;

3. Calls upon Parties and countries to integrate forest biologica
diversity considerations in their participation and collaboration with
organi zations, institutions and conventions affecting or working with forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

4. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO to further integrate forest biological diversity into ongoing
work with the G obal Forest Resources Assessnent;

5. Urges Parties and countries and international financial
institutions, including the dobal Environment Facility, to give high
priority to the allocation of resources to activities that advance the
obj ectives of the Convention in respect of forest biological diversity;

6. Calls upon the dobal Environnment Facility (GEF) to provide
financial support, in accordance with Article 7 of the Convention, for
activities and capacity-building for the inplenentation of the work progranmre
for forest biological diversity and the use of the clearing-house nechani sm
particularly for activities to halt and mtigate deforestation effects, basic
assessnents and nonitoring of forest biological diversity, including
t axonom ¢ studies and inventories, focusing on forest species, other
i mportant conponents of forest biological diversity and ecosystens under
t hreat;

7. Invites Parties, when requesting assistance through the financial
mechani sm to propose projects that are being fully consistent with previous
gui dance of the Conference of the Parties and pronote the inplenmentation of
t he focused work programme on forest biological diversity;

8. Requests the financial nechanismof the Convention to consider
t he operational objectives of the progranme of work as a gui dance for funding
inthe field of forest biological diversity and strongly encourages the
@ obal Environnent Facility to assist in the inplenmentation of the programe
of work at the national, regional and subregional |evel;

9. Notes the potential inpact of afforestation, reforestation
forest degradati on and deforestation on forest biological diversity and on
ot her ecosystens, and, accordingly, requests the Executive Secretary to
liaise and cooperate with the Secretariat of the United Nations Franework
Convention on dimate Change and the Secretariat of the Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa to achieve the objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to conpile a synthesized report
on the information on forest biological diversity made available to the
Conference of the Parties, particularly national reports;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary, in inplenenting the work
programe on forest biological diversity to actively continue coll aborating
and cooperating with the secretariat of the Intergovernnental Forum on



Forests and relevant institutions and to i nformthe Conference of the Parties
t her eon;

12. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, in accordance with its nmandate, to provide advice on
the status and trends of forest biological diversity and the identification
of options for the conservation and sustai nable use of forest biologica
diversity to the Conference of the Parties at its sixth neeting;

13. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmt this decision to the
I ntergovernnental Forum on Forests at its second neeting, to the Conference
of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change
at its fourth neeting and to the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Desertification at its second neeting.

Annex

WORK PROGRAMVE FOR FOREST BI OLOQd CAL DI VERSI TY
UNDER THE CONVENTI ON ON BI OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. In accordance with decision I11/12 of the Conference of the Parties,
this work programe on forest biological diversity focuses on the research
co-operation and devel opment of technol ogi es necessary for the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity of all types of forests in
the programme el enents and priority areas already identified.

2. The work programme is based on recommendation 111/3 of Subsidiary Body
on Scientific Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice (SBSTTA) and i ncor porates
the views and interests expressed by Parties and countries. The work
programe is action-oriented, demand-driven, needs-driven and fl exi bl e enough
to reflect and respond to changing conditions, including but not limted to,
the outcone of and the priorities to be identified by the Intergovernnenta
Forum on Forests (I FF). The work programme al so reflects the varied needs
and circunstances of Parties, indicating that inclusion of an activity in the
wor k programme does not necessarily inply full participation in that activity
by all Parties. |In carrying out work under the identified progranme

el ements, Parties should recall the further research priorities listed in
recomendation I1/8 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce.

A.  (bjectives
3. The objectives of the programme of work are:

(a) To enhance Parties' abilities to realize the objectives of the
Convention through inproved inpl enentation, by encouragi ng and assisting
Parties to devel op neasures for enhancing the integration of conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity into their national forest and
| and- use progranmes and forest-nanagenent systens;

(b) To facilitate the inplenentation of the objectives of the
Convention on Biological D versity based on the ecosystem approach



(c) To provide an effective and conpl ementary tool to national forest
and | and-use programes for the inplenmentation of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity at the national |evel;

(d) To identify traditional forest systens of conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity and to pronote the w der
application, use and role of traditional forest-related know edge in
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent and the equitable sharing of benefits, in
accordance with Article 8(j) and other related provisions of the Convention

(e) To identify mechanisnms that facilitate the financing of
activities for the conservation, incorporation of traditional know edge and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity, taking into account that
activities should be conplenmentary to, and should not duplicate, existing
efforts;

(f) To contribute to ongoing work in other international and regi ona
organi zati ons and processes, in particular to the inplenentation of the
proposal s for action of the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests and to provide
i nput to | FF;

(9) To contribute to the access to and transfer of technology in
accordance to Article 16 of the Convention; and

(h) To identify the contribution of networks of protected areas to
t he conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biological diversity.

B. Tinme-frane

4. The programme of work reflects a rolling three-year planning horizon in
t hree phases, on the assunption that, in its consideration, the Conference of
the Parties will identify a rolling |onger-term programre of work.

C. Review and pl anni ng process

5. Each phase of the work programre shoul d be subject to periodic review
and the devel opnent of the work progranme, including work in its future
phases, should take into consideration recommendati ons nmade by the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice. The phases and

out puts shoul d take into account the time-frames and work of I|FF

6. Interimreports after each three-year phase to provide the Conference
of the Parties with information on progress made in the inplenentation of the
wor k progr anme.

D. Ways and neans

7. Inits recommendation I11/3, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice identified the followi ng ways and neans
for carrying out the work progranme: workshops, regional neetings, the

cl eari ng- house nechani sm scientific nmeetings and case-studies. O her
feasi bl e ways and neans i ncl ude:

(a) Nat i onal mechani sns and pil ot projects;



(b) Peer - revi ew nmechani sns, including networks of experts or |iaison
groups and inter-agency task force groups, relying to the extent possible on
exi sting el ectronic conmmuni cati on systens;

(c) Use of national and international data and neta-dat abases,
especially in the national and regional nonitoring of forest biologica
di versity;

(d) Bearing in mnd Articles 16 and 17 of the Convention, use of
renot e- sensi ng technol ogi es to assist Parties to assess changes in their
forest biological diversity, as well as to enhance their ability to report on
certain aspects of criteria and indicators franmeworks.

E. Collaborative efforts

8. The wor k programe shoul d support and enhance cooperation on the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biological diversity at al

| evel s, ranging fromconmunity to inter-organization level, nationally and
internationally. At all levels the work programre shoul d be devel oped and
i npl enented with rel evant stakehol ders, recognizing that the nost inportant
part of work is action at the national |evel.

9. In the context of this work progranmme, collaboration should be
strengthened in particular with the Convention to Conbat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification
particularly in Africa and with the United Nati ons Franework Convention on
Cimate Change, in order to advance the effective inplenentation of the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

1. WORK PROGRAMVE

El ements of the proposed work progranmme

10. The work programme el aborates, as follows, the elenents for inclusion
t her ei n.

1. Holistic and inter-sectoral ecosystem approaches that integrate the
conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity, taking
account of social and cultural and econonic considerations

11. The |1 PF proposal for action 17 encourages countries to devel op

i npl enent, nonitor and eval uate national forest programes, which include a
wi de range of approaches for sustainable forest managenent, including
ecosystem approaches that integrate the conservation of biological diversity
and the sustainabl e use of biological diversity.



Resear ch

Appr oach

12. Synt hesi ze exi sting know edge of holistic and inter-sectoral approaches
t hat enhance the integration of forest biological diversity conservation into
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent, exam ne how such integration can be better

achi eved, and assist in identifying priority research areas in relation to

t hese approaches.

Activities

13. Exam nati on of nethodol ogi es for enhancing the integration of forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity conservation and sustai nable use into an holistic
approach to sustainable forest managenent.

14. Devel opnent of nethodol ogi es to advance the integration of traditiona
forest-rel ated know edge into sustainable forest managenent, in accordance
with Article 8(j).

15. Cooperation on the conservation and sustai nable use of forest

bi ol ogi cal resources at all levels, ranging fromcommunity to

i nter-organi zation level, at the national and international levels in
accordance to Articles 5 and 16 on the Convention

16. Case-studies fromcountries in which the ecosystem approach has been
applied in sustainable forest nanagenent practices, including arid and

sem -arid areas. This could assist other countries in devel oping their own
nati onal actions and approaches under this work programe.

17. Sharing of relevant technical and scientific information on networks at
all levels of protected forest areas and networking nodalities, taking into
account existing national, regional and international networks and
structures, in all types of forest ecosystens.

Ways and neans

18. C eari ng- house nechani sm national pilot projects, the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity participating in Inter-Agency Task Force on Forests
(ITFF) and in the neetings of IFF to actively encourage countries to

i npl enent national forest programmes that enconpass an ecosystem approach
whi ch ensures the mai ntenance of forest biological diversity values, while
al so taking into account social, cultural and econom c considerations.

19. Consi derati on of the UNEP guidelines and the FAO docunent entitled
"Basic principles and operational guidelines for the fornulation, execution
and revision of national forestry programes” for the preparation of country
studi es of biological diversity.

20. The integration of social, cultural and econom c considerations into
t he conservation and sustai nabl e use of forest biological diversity wll
bring the concept close to sustainable forest managenent. The issue should
al so be dealt with thoroughly in other foruns, mainly within the work under
| FF.



Qut cones

21. A better understanding of the ecosystem approach as it relates to
forest biological diversity, and an el aboration of the |inkages to other work
under the Convention, including the incorporation of Article 8(j).

22. Qui dance of the Convention on Biological Diversity to | FF and ot her
rel evant forums and conventions.

23. Cooperation anong Parties and with organi zati ons and conventi ons.

24. A better understanding of the conplexity and interdependenci es of
bi ol ogi cal conmunities and their dependencies on the abiotic site-specific
factors.

25. Met hodol ogies to hel p ensure that forest plans and practices reflect
the social, cultural and econom c val ues of forests as well as the views of
f orest stakehol ders.

26. Identification of general guidelines or nmethodol ogies to help ensure
that forest plans and practices reflect biological diversity conservation
consi derations, as well as social, cultural and econom c factors.

27. Carification of the links between the ecosystem approach and
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent.

Devel opnent of technol ogi es

Appr oach

28. Pronmote activities to support the devel opnent of techni ques and neans
for the effective conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical resources,
in particular, full support for technology transfer from devel oped to
devel opi ng countries, in accordance with Article 16 of the Convention

2. Conprehensive analysis of the ways in which human activities, in
particul ar forest-nmanagenent practices, influence biologica
diversity and assessnent of ways to minimze or mtigate
negative infl uences

Resear ch
Appr oach
29. Pronmote activities for an enhanced understandi ng of positive and

negative human influences on forest ecosystens by | and-use managers, policy
makers, scientists and all other rel evant stakehol ders.

30. Pronote activities to assenbl e nanagenment experiences and scientific,

i ndi genous and | ocal information at the national and local |levels to provide
for the sharing of approaches and tools that |ead to inproved forest
practices with regard to forest biological diversity.



31. Pronmote activities with the aimof providing options to mnimze or
mtigate negative and to pronote positive human influences on forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity.

32. Pronmote activities to mininmze the inpact of harnful alien species on
forest biological diversity, particularly in small island devel opi ng Stat es.

Activities

33. Identification of neans and mechani snms to inprove the identification
and prioritization of research activities related to the influences of human
activities, in particular forest nmanagenment practices, on forest biologica
diversity.

34. | mprove di ssem nation of research results and synthesis of reports of
the best available scientific and traditional know edge on key forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity issues.

35. Case-studi es on assessing inpacts of fires and alien species on forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity and their influences in the nmanagenent of forest
ecosystens and savannahs.

Ways and neans

36. Regi onal wor kshops and/or |iaison nmeetings that bring together experts
i n sustainabl e forest managenent, sustai nable use and science fromthe forest
sector and, if necessary, representatives fromother relevant sectors, with
experts on biol ogical diversity, bearing in mnd the | PF proposal for action
contai ned in paragraph 94 of the report on its fourth session

37. The sharing of forest and | and-use guidelines, for exanple through the
cl eari ng- house nechanism to ensure the fuller integration of genetic,
speci es and habitat diversity into sustainable forest managenent systens.

Qut comes

38. Anal ysi s of human inpacts on forest ecosystens, as well as an enhanced
ability to prioritise research needs and apply results and an enhanced
understanding of the role of traditional know edge in ecosystem managenent to
mnimze or mtigate negative influences, and to pronote the positive
effects.

39. Expansi on of research capacity to devel op and assess options
i ncorporating the applications of traditional know edge to mnimze or
mtigate negative influences, and to pronote the positive effects.



3. Met hodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aborati on and
i npl enentation of criteria and indicators for forest
bi ol ogi cal diversity

Resear ch
Appr oach
40. Foster activities to deternm ne and advance the nethodol ogy for

el aborating and inplementing the criteria and indicators of forest biologica
diversity. These activities could supplenent work that has al ready been
developed. In this regard coordination with IFF, and draw ng upon existing
and ongoi ng work at the national, regional and international levels, is
recogni zed as an inportant approach

41. Foster activities to determne criteria and indicators for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use and the fair and equitabl e sharing of
benefits arising out of utilization of resources of forest biologica
diversity and to advance nethodol ogy for integrating these criteria and
indicators into existing criteria and indicators processes.

42. The work related to indicators of forest biological diversity could
also inply the need for an inventory to assess current status and trends in
forest biological diversity, at the local and national |evel based on
repeat ed nmeasures of the selected indicators. The work under this progranme
el ement could also include, inter alia, capacity-building on taxonony and

i nventories, taking note of the work under the d obal Taxonony Initiative

Activities
43. Assessnment of experiences gained in the national and regi ona
processes, identifying comon el enents and gaps in the existing initiatives

and i nmproving the indicators for forest biological diversity.

44. Taxonom ¢ studies and inventories at the national |evel which provide
for a basic assessnment of forest biological diversity.

Ways and neans

45, Col [ aboration with national institutions and relevant bodies and in
coordi nation with the work on the general devel opment of methods for

i npl enenting Article 7 under the Convention. Collaboration with |ITFF nenber
agenci es; cooperating with and conplenenting existing criteria and indicators
initiatives for sustainable forest managenent, including regional initiatives
to devel op appropriate criteria and indicators, such as the Hel sinki process
for boreal, tenperate and Mediterranean-type forests in Europe; the Mntrea
process for tenperate and boreal forests outside Europe; the Tarapoto
proposal for the Amazon forest; the UNEP/FAO- initiated processes for dry-zone
Africa and the Near East in arid and sem -arid areas; and the "Lepaterique"
process for Central America initiated by FAO and the Central Anerican

Commi ssion for Environnment and Devel opnent (CCAD). 1/

1/ See background docunent for the Intergovernnental Sem nar on
Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Managenment, Hel sinki, June
1996.



46. Revi ew of specific indicators of forest biological diversity that have
been derived by the major ongoing international processes related to

sustai nabl e forest nanagenent. The prioritization of related activities
shoul d consi der the devel opnent of indicators that are capable of providing
the nost useful information on national or regional status and trends of
forest biological diversity.

Qut comres

47. Met hodol ogi es to advance the el aboration and inplenmentation of criteria
and indicator franeworks and the inproved capacity of countries to inplenent
t hese franeworks

48. Contribution to the national and regional initiatives in the
devel opnent of indicators under the criteria for forest biological diversity.

4. Further research and technological priorities identified in the
recommendation I1/8 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice as well as issues
identified in the review and pl anni ng process
under the work progranme

49. I ncl uded under this elenent is a series of specific research and
technol ogical priorities initially identified under reconmendation 11/8 of

t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice. These
represent inportant issues brought forward into the Convention fromthe |IPF
proposal s for action. These priorities are anong the issues to be discussed
by IFF at its schedul ed neetings in 1998 and 1999 and within the inter-
sessional neetings of the IFF, 1/ as part of its attenpt to identify and
define global and regional research priorities for forests, taking into
account national priorities. It is essential that the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity coordinates with IFF in order to enhance synergy on

t hese issues as they intersect the programme of work for forests under the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

50. Foll owing input fromIFF on these priorities, the Conference of the
Parties may wi sh to consider incorporating themin phases 2 and 3 of this
wor k programme. Wien additional scientific and technol ogical priorities are
identified, they can simlarly be incorporated in the periodic planning
activities and reviews of the work progranme.

Resear ch

Anal ysi ng neasures for mnimzing or nmtigating the underlying causes of
forest biological diversity |oss

51. Besi des unsust ai nabl e forest-managenent practices there are other
causes to the loss of forest biological diversity in forest ecosystens, such
as habitat transformation, harnful alien species, pollution, erosion

2/ For exanple, the international sem nar on research and
i nformati on needs in international forest processes, to be held in Vienna in
Sept ember 1998.



uncontrolled forest fires and poverty. There is a need for a better
under st andi ng of the underlying social, cultural and econom c causes of
forest biological diversity |oss and the inprovenent of neasures for
mtigating those causes.

Assessi ng ecol ogi cal | andscape nodels, the integration of protected areas in
t he ecosystem approach to sustai nabl e forest managenent and the
represent ati veness and adequacy of protected areas networks

52. Conserving the biol ogical diversity of forests should be carried out
both by establishing protected areas and by taking into account biol ogica
diversity conservation in all types of forests outside the protected areas,
taking into account plantation forests. The outconme of this progranme el ement
woul d i nclude the further devel opnment of methods to integrate protected areas
i nto sustainable forest managenent and anal ysis of the representativeness and
adequacy of the protected areas networks.

53. Reduci ng gaps in know edge in the areas of fragnentation of habitats
and popul ation viability, to include mtigation options such as ecol ogi ca
corridors and buffer zones.

54. The work should al so contribute to the preparation of the discussions
of the Conference of the Parties on in situ conservation.

Advanci ng scientific and techni cal approaches

Activities

55. Promoting the devel opment of scientific and technical |ocal approaches
to:

(a) Conserve and sustai nabl y nmanage bi ol ogical diversity in
production forests;

(b) Rehabi |l it at e degraded and def orested ecosystens as appropri ate;
(c) Enri ch indi genous biol ogical diversity in forest plantations.
56. Devel opi ng assessnment and val uati on net hodol ogies for the multiple

benefits derived fromforest biological diversity.

IV/8. Access and benefit-sharing

The Conference of the Parties

1. Requests the inter-sessional open-ended neeting referred to in
decision IV/ 16, paragraph 2, to explore options for access and benefit-
shari ng nmechanisns and to start work on paragraph 10 of decision I'V/15 and to
make recommendations for future work;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to invite information from
Parties and rel evant organizations in time for the inter-sessional neeting in
respect of those ex situ collections which were acquired prior to the entry
into force of the Convention on Biological Diversity and which are not



addressed by the Comm ssion on Genetic Resources for Food and Agricul ture of
the Food and Agriculture Oganization, to help the inter-sessional neeting
to make recomrendations to the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties
for future work on resolving the issue of such ex situ collections, with due
regard to the provisions of the Convention

3. Deci des to establish a regionally bal anced panel of experts
appoi nted by CGovernnents, conposed of representatives fromthe private and
the public sectors as well as representatives of indigenous and | oca
conmunities, operating in accordance with decisions 11/15, 111/11 and 111/15,
under the Conference of the Parties and reporting to its next neeting. The
mandat e of this panel would be to draw upon all rel evant sources, including
| egislative, policy and admi nistrative neasures, best practices and
case-studi es on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing arising from
the use of those genetic resources, including the whole range of
bi ot echnol ogy, in the devel opment of a conmon under st andi ng of basic concepts
and to explore all options for access and benefit sharing on nutually agreed
terns including guiding principles, guidelines, and codes of best practice
for access and benefit-sharing arrangenents. These options m ght address,
inter alia, the elements set out in the annex to the present decision

4. Requests the financial nechanismto give special enphasis to the
followi ng programe priorities to fund initiatives by eligible Parties:

(a) St ock-taking activities, such as, for exanple, assessnents of
current legislative, admnistrative, and policy neasures on access to genetic
resources and benefit-sharing, evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of
a country's institutional and human capacity, and pronotion of consensus-
buil ding anong its different stakehol ders; and, for those devel opi ng country
Parties that have identified arrangenents for benefit-sharing as a nationa
priority;

(b) Formul ati on of access and benefit sharing nmechani sns at the
nati onal, subregi onal and regional |evel including nonitoring and incentive
neasur es;

(c) Capacity-buil ding for neasures on access to genetic resources and
sharing of benefits, including capacity-building for econom c val uation of
genetic resources;

(d) Wthin biodiversity projects, other specific benefit sharing
initiatives, such as support for entrepreneurial devel opments by |ocal and
i ndi genous conmunities, facilitation of financial sustainability of projects
promoting the sustainable use of genetic resources, and appropriate targeted
research conponents;

5. Invites all rel evant organizations and the private sector to
support efforts by Parties and Governnents to devel op and pronote | egislative
or adm nistrative nmeasures, policies and programes which facilitate the
distribution of benefits arising fromthe use of genetic resources on
mutual |y agreed ternms and to update the Executive Secretary on a regul ar
basis regarding their activities and experiences;



6. Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To explore the possibility of Iinking the clearing-house
mechanismw th rel evant international and other organizations to access
publicly available information on intellectual property rights which are
based on biol ogical resources and to report on the progress nmade on this
matter to the Conference of the Parties at its fifth neeting;

(b) To conpile informati on on access and benefit-sharing arrangenents
and to dissem nate such information in a standardi zed format through the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

(c) To facilitate the exchange of information related to access and
benefit-sharing through appropriate neans such as the cl earing-house
mechani sm

(d) To prepare a background docunment on the review of inplenentation
of measures to pronote and advance benefit-sharing arrangenents, based on the
experiences subnmtted by Parties, CGovernments and rel evant organi zati ons.

Annex
1. Prior informed consent in provider countries for access to genetic
resources and research and devel opnent.
2. Cl ear, established nmechanisnms to provide such consent, including,

inter alia, legislative, admnistrative and policy measures, as appropriate.

3. Ref erence to the country of origin, where available, in relevant
publications and patent applications.

4. Mutual |y agreed terns including on benefit-sharing and intellectua
property rights and technol ogy transfer, where appropriate.

5. Efficient permtting and regul atory procedures that avoi d burdensone
procedures invol ving high transaction costs.

6. I ncentive nmeasures to encourage the conclusion of contractua
part ner shi ps.

IV/9. Inplenmentation of Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decision I11/14,

Real i zing the inportance for biological diversity of indigenous and
| ocal communities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity,

Enphasi zi ng the need for dialogue with representatives of indigenous
and | ocal conmunities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity within the framework
of the Conventi on,



Wel coming the report of the inter-sessional workshop on Article 8(j),
held in Madrid from24 to 28 Novenber 1997,

Expressing its sincere appreciation to the Governnent of Spain for
hosting the inter-sessional workshop

Reaffirm ng the dynam c nature of traditional know edge, innovations
and practices,

Recogni zi ng that traditional know edge shoul d be given the sanme respect
as any other form of know edge in the inplenentation of the Convention

Recogni zing al so that intellectual property rights may have
inplications for the inplenentation of the Convention and achi evenent of its
obj ectives under Article 8(j),

Further recogni zing the inportance of making
intell ectual -property-related provisions of Article 8(j) and rel ated
provi sions of the Convention on Biological Diversity and provisions of
i nternational agreenments relating to intellectual property nutually
supportive, and the desirability of undertaking further cooperation and
consultation with the Wrld Intellectual Property O ganization

Wel com ng the decision of the Wrld Intellectual Property Organization
to incorporate biodiversity-related issues under its 1998-1999 nai n progranme
item 11 ("d obal intellectual property issues"),

Acknowl edgi ng the inportance of starting work as soon as possible on
priority work progranmre el enents,

Expressing its sincere appreciation for the valuable contribution nmade
by the participating representatives of the indigenous and | ocal conmunities
at the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Deci des that an ad hoc open-ended i nter-sessional working group be
established to address the inplenmentation of Article 8(j) and rel ated
provi sions of the Convention. The mandate of this working group shall be:

(a) To provide advice as a priority on the application and devel opnment
of legal and other appropriate fornms of protection for the know edge,
i nnovati ons and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities enbodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(b) To provide the Conference of the Parties with advice relating to
the inplenentation of Article 8(j) and related provisions, in particular on
t he devel opnent and inplenmentation of a programre of work at national and
i nternational |evels;

(c) To devel op a progranme of work, based on the structure of the
elements in the Madrid report (UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/ 10/ Add. 1) as set out in the
annex to the present decision;



(d) To identify those objectives and activities falling within the
scope of the Convention; to reconmend priorities taking into account the
programe of work of the Conference of the Parties, such as the equitable
sharing of benefits; to identify for which work-plan objectives and activities
advi ce should be directed to the Conference of the Parties and which should be
directed to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advi ce; to recommend which of the work-plan objectives and activities should
be referred to other international bodies or processes; to identify
opportunities for collaboration and coordination with other internationa
bodi es or processes with the aimof fostering synergy and avoi di ng duplication
of work;

(e) To provide advice to the Conference of the Parties on nmeasures to
strengt hen cooperation at the international |evel anpong indigenous and | oca
communi ties enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity and nmake proposals for the
strengt heni ng of mechani snms that support such cooperation

2. Deci des that the working group shall be conposed of Parties and
observers, including, in particular, representation fromindi genous and | oca
communi ti es enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservation and

sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity with participation to the w dest
possi ble extent in its deliberations in accordance with the rul es of
pr ocedur e;

3. Encourages Parties to include representatives of indigenous and
| ocal communities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity in their del egations;

4. Encourages Parties to pronote consultations anmong i ndi genous and
| ocal communities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity concerning the issues
to be dealt with in the working group

5. Encour ages i ndi genous and | ocal communities enbodying traditiona
lifestyles relevant to the conservation and sustainabl e use of biologica
diversity to participate and to identify the process to select their
participants in the working group, taking into account the funds avail abl e,

t he need for geographi cal bal ance and the need for the working group to be
effective and efficient;

6. Deci des that the working group should nmeet in conjunction with
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, unless a
Party offers to host the nmeeting of the working group

7. Deci des that the working group shall report directly to the
Conference of the Parties and that the working group may provide advice to the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice on issues
rel evant to its agenda;

8. Deci des that the costs of servicing the neetings of the working
group shall be funded in accordance with the rel evant provisions of decision
IV/17, as related to the budget;



9. Deci des that there shall be both short- and nediumtermactivities
in the programme of work to facilitate the work of the Parties in the
i npl enentation of Article 8(j) and rel ated provi sions.

10. As part of the short-termactivities, invites Governnents,
i nternational agencies, research institutions, representatives of indi genous
and | ocal conmunities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity and non-governnenta
organi zations to subnmt case-studies and other relevant information to the
Executive Secretary, on the follow ng, as background information for the

wor ki ng group w thout being a prior condition to or pre-enpting the

del i berations of the working group in discharging its mandate as set out in
paragraph 1 (c) of the present decision

(a) Interactions between traditional and other fornms of know edge
relating to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity;

(b) The influence of international instrunents, intellectual property
rights, current |aws and policies on know edge, innovations and practices of
i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for
t he conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogical diversity;

(c) The extent to which traditional know edge of indigenous and | oca
communi ti es has been incorporated into devel opnent and resour ce- nanagenent
deci si on- maki ng processes;

(d) Docurent ed exanpl es and related i nformati on on ethi cal guidance
for the conduct of research in indigenous and | ocal comunities about the
know edge they hol d; and

(e) Matters of prior informed consent, fair and equitable sharing of
benefits and in situ conservation in lands and territories used by indi genous
and | ocal conmunities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a suitable format for
the presentation of the information requested in paragraph 10 of the present
decision, in order to assist in the preparation of its synthesis in support of
t he programme of work;

12. Requests Parties according to their capabilities to facilitate the
representation, and financially and logistically support the active
participation in the working group of the indigenous and | ocal conmunities
fromtheir territories

13. Encour ages Parties, when nmaking applications to the interim
financial mechanismfor funding in respect of activities under Article 8(j)
and rel ated provisions, to consider: (a) priorities as set out in paragraph
10 and (b) projects in support of the devel opment of national |egislation and
corresponding strategies on the inplenentation of Article 8(j), as well as (c)

projects in support of preparations by indigenous and | ocal conmunities
enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biological diversity for their active participation in and contribution
to the working group



14. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmt to the secretariat of
the World Intellectual Property Organization, decisions and docunents of the
fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties and to apply for observer
status in the Wrld Intellectual Property Organization, for the purpose of
representing the Convention on Biological Diversity in nmeetings related to
mai n programe 11.1 and 11.2 of the Organization;

15. Encour ages CGovernnents, relevant international and regi ona
organi zati ons and representatives of indigenous and | ocal communities
enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservation and sustai nabl e

use of biological diversity to conduct and comunicate to the Executive
Secretary, case studies for dissem nation through nmeans such as the

cl eari ng- house nmechani sm and requests the Executive Secretary to conpile
case-studi es subm tted under decisions of the Conference of the Parties at its
third and fourth neetings relating to Article 8(j) and intellectual property
rights, including existing sui generis systens and/or adapted forns of
protection to the know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | oca
communities relevant to the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi ca
diversity for transmittal to the Wrld Intellectual Property O ganization and
for use ininitiatives on legislating on the inplenentation of Article 8(j)
and rel ated provisions;

16. Invites the World Intellectual Property Organization to take into
account the lifestyles and the traditional systenms of access and use of the
know edge, technol ogi es and practices of indigenous and |ocal comunities
enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biological diversity inits wrk and the rel evant recommendati ons of
the Conference of the Parties;

17 Requests the Executive Secretary to seek ways, including the
possibility of negotiating a menorandum of understanding with the Wrld
Intell ectual Property Organisation, to enhance cooperation between the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Wrld Intellectual Property
Organi zation on issues arising fromArticle 8(j) and related provisions and
encour ages Parties to forward information to the Executive Secretary to
support such cooperation.

Annex

STRUCTURE OF WORK PROGRAMVE OPTI ONS FROM THE MADRI D REPORT
( UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 10/ Add. 1)

A Partici patory mechani sns for indigenous and | ocal conmunities

B. Status and trends in relation to Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions
C. Traditional cultural practices for conservation and sustai nabl e use
D. Equi tabl e sharing of benefits

E. Exchange and di ssenmi nation of information

F. Moni toring el ement s

G Legal el enents



I'V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention on Biological Diversity

A. Incentive neasures: consideration of measures
for the inplenmentation of Article 11

The Conference of the Parti es,

Reaffirm ng the inportance for the inplenmentation of the Convention of
the design and inplenmentation by Parties and Governments of economically and
soci al ly sound neasures that act as incentives for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of bi ol ogical diversity,

Recal | ing decision I111/18 on incentive neasures,

Recogni zi ng that incentive nmeasures should be desi gned using an
ecosystem approach and with the targeted resource managenent audi ence in m nd

Recogni zi ng that econom c val uati on of biodiversity and biol ogica
resources is an inportant tool for well-targeted and calibrated economc
i ncentive neasures,

(a) Encourages Parties, Governnents and rel evant organi zati ons:

(a) To pronote the design and inplenentati on of appropriate incentive
measures, taking fully into account the ecosystem approach and the various
conditions of the Parties and enpl oying the precautionary approach of
Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent, in order
to facilitate achieving the inplenmentation of the objectives of the Convention
and to integrate biological diversity concerns in sectoral policies,

i nstrunments and projects;

(b) As a first step towards formul ating incentive nmeasures, to
identify threats to biological diversity and underlying causes of reduction or
| oss of biological diversity and rel evant actors;

(c) To take into account economic, social, cultural and ethica
val uation in the devel opnent of relevant incentive nmeasures;

(d) To devel op supportive legal and policy frameworks for the design
and i mpl enentati on of incentive neasures;

(e) To carry out participatory consultative processes at the rel evant
level to define the clear and target-oriented incentive neasures to address
the identified underlying causes of biodiversity reduction or |oss and
unsust ai nabl e use;

(f) To identify perverse incentives and consider the renmpval or
mtigation of their negative effects on biological diversity in order to
encour age positive, rather than negative, effects on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of bi ol ogical diversity;

(9) To prepare case-studi es on incentive neasures in the thematic
focus of the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties, utilizing the



i ndi cative outline prepared by the Executive Secretary as far as possible, and
to make them avail able to the Executive Secretary.

(h) To undertake val ue addition and enhancenent of naturally occurring
genetic resources, based on the participatory approach, where appropriate, to
work as incentives for their conservation and sustai nabl e use;

2. Requests Parties to include information on the design and
i npl enentati on of incentive neasures in their second national reports;

3. Requests the financial nechanismto provide to eligible Parties
adequate and tinely support for the design and approaches relevant to the
i npl enent ati on of incentive neasures including, where necessary, assessnent of
bi ol ogi cal diversity of the rel evant ecosystens, capacity-building necessary
for the design and inplenentation of incentive nmeasures and the devel opnent of
appropriate legal and policy frameworks, and projects with conponents that
provi de for these incentives;

4. Invites all rel evant organizations:

(a) To support efforts by Parties to design and inplenment appropriate
i ncentive neasures,

(b) To assist Parties and Governments to identify gaps in nationa
capacity for policy research and analysis relevant to the design of incentive
nmeasures and to devel op the necessary capacity to conduct such research and
anal ysi s;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To conpile the information received fromParties, Governnents and
rel evant organi zations and to facilitate the exchange of information through
appropriate neans, such as the clearing-house nechanism taking full advantage
of existing and ongoi ng work of Parties and rel evant organizations in this
ar ea;

(b) To prepare in collaboration with the O gani sation for Economc
Devel opnent and Cooperation (OECD), the Wirld Conservation Union (1UCN) and
ot her rel evant organizations, a background paper containing further analysis
of the design and inplenmentation of incentive neasures for the conservation
and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity, as it is related to the incentive
measures in the thematic focus of the fifth neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, with the aimof devel opi ng gui dance to Parties;

(c) To describe, in this docunment, ways and neans to identify perverse
i ncentives and possibilities to renove or mtigate their negative effects on
bi ol ogi cal diversity.



B. Public education and awar eness: consi deration of
neasures for the inplenentation of Article 13

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling Article 13 of the Convention, on public education and
awar eness,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of public education and awareness as central
instruments to achieve the Convention's goals and to ensure effective
i npl enent ati on of the Convention at the national |evel, and al so recogni zi ng
the need for capacity-building in this area,

Havi ng taken note of the decision of the Conm ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent at its sixth session on transfer of environnmentally sound
technol ogy, capacity-buil ding, education and public awareness, and science for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng that the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi ca
di versity includes social issues which require cultural understandi ng and
sensitivity, and that efforts to pronote the goals of Article 13 entai
recognition of the diverse needs of people and their differing perceptions,
know edge, attitudes, interests, values and understanding in respect of the
goal s of the Convention, and that public education and awareness on bi ol ogi ca
diversity is nost effective when it occurs in a social context that is
meani ngful to a specific audience,

Noti ng the opportunities for synergy on this particular issue within the
Convention, the activities of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent, the
mandat e and activities of the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cul tural Organization, the Wrld Conservation Union (1UCN) and rel evant
activities of other bodies on public education, training and awareness on
matters related to biological diversity,

Stressing that nodern technol ogi es and expandi ng access to el ectronic
conmuni cati on nmeans bring new possibilities for pronoting and encouragi ng
under st andi ng of the inportance of, and neasures required for, the
conservation of biological diversity; but also recognizing the inportance of
traditional conmunication systens anong | ocal conmunities, with enphasis on
mai ntai ning their integrity and dynam sm

Further recognizing the role of the public nmedia and non-traditiona
means of communication in information dissem nation and awar eness-rai si ng,

Recogni zi ng that non-governnental organizations have an inportant role
i n devel opi ng and di ssem nating i nformati on on biol ogi cal diversity,
especially in reaching out to marginalized groups who have a significant role
to play in the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity,

1. Urges Parties:

(a) To pl ace speci al enphasis on the requirenents of Article 13 of the
Convention in the devel opnent of their national strategies and action plans;



(b) To pronote education on bi ol ogical diversity through rel evant
institutions, including non-governnental organizations;

(c) To all ocate appropriate resources for the strategic use of
education and comuni cation instrunments at each phase of policy fornul ation
pl anni ng, inplenentation and eval uation, including the identification of
rel evant target groups seeking to provide these with relevant, tinely,
reliabl e and understandabl e information

(d) To integrate biological diversity concerns into education
strategi es, recognizing the particular needs of indigenous and | oca
comunities; and

(e) To support initiatives by major groups that foster stakehol der
participation in biological diversity conservation and sustai nable use and
that integrate biological diversity conservation matters into their practices
and educati onal progranmes;

2. Al so urges Parties to share experiences on initiatives on public
educati on and awar eness and public participation relevant to the Convention
particularly on a sectoral and thematic basis, and to nmake rel evant case
studies as well as lessons learned in the preparation of national biologica
diversity policies, strategies and plans available to the Executive Secretary
and for the exchange of information anong Parties through the clearing-house
mechani sm and to consider how to organi ze assi stance for Parties who may be
keen to devel op public awareness and education strategies, but |ack the
ability to do so

3. Encourages Parties to make use of the nmedia, including print and
electronic nmedia, to pronote public education and awareness about the
i nportance and appropriate nmethods for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

4. Calls upon Parties, where necessary, to illustrate and translate
the provisions of the Convention into the respective |ocal |anguages to
pronot e public education and awareness-rai sing of relevant sectors, including
| ocal conmmunities;

5. Deci des that public education and awareness issues shall be
integrated into and beconme an integral conponent of all sectoral and thematic
items under the programe of work of the Conference of the Parties;

6. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zati on (UNESCO) to consider |launching a global initiative on biologica
di versity education, training and public awareness and requests the Executive
Secretary to explore the feasibility of such an initiative and to report to
the fifth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties on the progress of such an
initiative;

7. Invites the United Nations Environnent Programme (UNEP), in
cooperation with other United Nations bodies and other relevant internationa
and regional organi zations, agreenents, processes and institutions, to
continue and nmake use of existing initiatives and to further develop its
i nformati on di ssem nation and public-awareness activities in support of the
wor k of the Conventi on;



8. Urges Parties, relevant organi zati ons and donor agencies to
support local, national, subregional and regional public education and
awareness initiatives;

9. Urges Parties, when requesting for assistance through the
financi al nmechani sm of the Convention, to propose projects which pronote
nmeasures for inplenenting the provisions of the Convention on public education
and awar eness;

10. Decides to review progress in the inplenentation of the above
activities, at the latest at its seventh neeting.

C. Inpact assessnent and mnim zing adverse effects:
consi derati on of neasures for the inplenentation
of Article 14

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling Article 14 of the Convention, on inpact assessnment and
m ni m zi ng adverse inpacts, including its provision on liability and redress
for danage to biol ogical diversity,

Recalling also its decision I1/18, on nmeasures to provide information
and share experiences on the inplenmentation of Article 14,

Taki ng note of docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/ 20,

Noting the initiatives in this field, such as the statenent submtted to
the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties on behalf of the
I nternational Association for |Inpact Assessnment, following its 18th annua
meeting in Christchurch, New Zealand, in April 1998,

Noting the entry into force of the Econom ¢ Comnm ssion for Europe
Convention on Environnmental |npact Assessnent in a Transboundary Context (the
Espoo Conventiong), as an exanple of regional cooperation

Concer ni ng i npact assessnent

1. Invites Parties, Governnments, national and internationa
organi zati ons, and indi genous and | ocal comunities enbodying traditiona
lifestyles, to transmt to the Executive Secretary for the purpose of
exchangi ng i nformati on and shari ng experi ences on

(a) | npact assessnents that consider environmental effects and
interrel ated soci o-econom ¢ aspects relevant to biol ogical diversity;

(b) Strategi c environnental assessnents;

(c) Ways and means of fully incorporating biodiversity considerations
i nto environnental inpact assessnment procedures;

(d) Reports and case studies relating to environnental inpact
assessnment in the thematic areas specifically referred to in its decisions,
particularly with respect to biological diversity, including in respect of



activities with transboundary inplications and for environmental inpacts
havi ng curul ative effects on biol ogical diversity;

(e) Reports relating to existing | egislation, experience with
envi ronnent al i npact assessnent procedures and gui delines for environnenta
i npact assessnent, particularly with regard to the incorporation of biologica
di versity considerations into environnmental inpact assessment;

(f) Reports concerning the inplenentation of mtigating neasures and
i ncentive schenes to enhance conpliance with existing national environnenta
i mpact assessment systens;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a synthesis report
based on the informati on contained in such subm ssions and ot her rel evant
i nformati on, for the consideration of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

3. Instructs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to identify further actions that woul d pronote
i npl enent ati on of the inpact assessnment procedures requested by Article 14 of
t he Convention, including consideration of whether there is a need for
addi ti onal work to devel op guidelines on the incorporation of biologica
di versity considerations into environnmental inpact assessnment and to report to
the Conference of the Parties;

4. Recomends that appropriate issues related to environnmental inpact
assessnment should be integrated into and becone an integral conponent of
rel evant sectoral and thematic itens under the programme of work of the
Conference of the Parties;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to nake this information
avai | abl e through the cl eari ng-house mechani sm and ot her appropriate neans;

6. Encour ages the Executive Secretary to initiate collaboration
bet ween the Convention and other international organizations and bodies with
expertise in this field and to seek cooperation, in particular with the
Convention on Wetlands of International Inportance, especially as Waterfow
Habi tat and the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Mgratory Species, with
the Worl d Conservation Union (I1UCN) and the International Association for
| npact Assessnent, with a view to drawing on their networks of professiona
expertise and sources of information and advi ce;

7. Enphasi zes the need to enable active participation by interested
and affected stakeholders in the assessment process, including indigenous and
| ocal communities enbodying traditional |ifestyles and non-governnent a

organi zati ons;

Concerning liability and redress

8. Invites Parties, Governnments and rel evant internationa
organi zations to provide the Executive Secretary with information on national
i nternational and regional nmeasures and agreenments on liability and redress
applicable to damage to biol ogical diversity, including the nature, scope and
coverage of such provisions, and information on experiences in their
i npl enentation, as well as information regardi ng access by foreign citizens to



nati onal courts potentially applicable to or in cases involving transboundary
envi ronnental harm

9. Invites Parties to include in their national reports information
on actions taken with respect to liability and redress for damage to
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a synthesis report
based on the information contained in subm ssions by Parties and ot her
rel evant information, for exam nation by the Conference of the Parties at its
fifth neeting;

11. Notes that this decision is without prejudice to the consideration
of the issue of liability and redress in the negotiation of the protocol on
bi osaf ety.

IV/11. Review of the effectiveness of the financial mechani sm

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decisions 11/6 on financial resources and mechani sm and
[11/7 on the review of the effectiveness of the financial nechanism

Taki ng note of the synthesis report on the first review of the
ef fecti veness of the financial nechanism contained in docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 16,

Taki ng note also of the Statenent of the First Assenmbly of the d oba
Environnent Facility, held in New Del hi, India, from1 to 3 April 1998, and
the Iist of nmeasures identified therein for the dobal Environnment Facility to
i nprove its operational performance, and wel com ng the second repl eni shnment of
the @ obal Environnent Facility Trust Fund in the anmount of US$2.75 billion
for its four focal areas,

Taki ng note of the report on the activities of the @ obal Environnment
Facility contai ned i n docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/ 15,

Recal | i ng the provisions of the Menorandum of Under st andi ng between the
Conference of the Parties and the Council of the d obal Environnment Facility,
in particular paragraph 7 therein concerning the significance of inter-
secretariat cooperation

Wel coming the efforts made to date by the d obal Environnment Facility to
address the concerns of Parties on the responsiveness of the financial
mechani smto the policy, strategy, programe priorities and eligibility
criteria established by the Conference of the Parties,

Taki ng i nto account the views and concerns expressed by Parties about
the difficulties encountered in carrying out the first review, in particular
t he i nadequacy of the procedures; and the insufficient information provided as
conpared with that requested in decision I11/7,

Recal | i ng decision 11/6, paragraph 2, which calls for the effectiveness
of the financial nechanismto be reviewed every three years,



Recogni zi ng concerns expressed by several Parties about the need for
i npl enenting agencies to i nprove the processing and delivery systens of the
d obal Environnent Facility, and reaffirmng paragraph 1 of decision I11/5 in
this regard,

Recogni zi ng al so that further inprovenents are needed in the
ef fecti veness of the financial mechani sm

1. Deternmnes to further inprove the effectiveness of the financial
mechani sm

2. Requests the Council of the d obal Environment Facility to take
the action identified in the annex to the present decision with a viewto
i nproving the effectiveness of the financial mechanism and further requests
the d obal Environnment Facility to report thereon to the Conference of the
Parties at its fifth neeting;

3. Deci des that the Conference of the Parties at its fifth nmeeting
will determne ternms of reference for the second review of the effectiveness
of the financial mechanism

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to advise the Parties on matters
relating to recommendations for further guidance to the financial mechani sm
with respect to

(a) The rel ationship of any draft guidance to previous guidance; and

(b) Any possible effects of that draft guidance on the inplenmentation
of previous guidance fromthe Conference of the Parties.

Annex

ACTI ON TO | MPROVE THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE FI NANCI AL MECHANI SM

1. The Council of the d obal Environment Facility should inprove the
ef fecti veness of the financial mechani sm by:

(a) Further streamining its project cycle with a view to naking
project preparation sinpler, nore transparent and nore country-driven;

(b) Further sinplifying and expediting procedures for approval and
i npl enent ati on, including disbursenent, for GEF-funded projects;

(c) Devel opi ng policies and procedures that fully conply with the
gui dance fromthe Conference of the Parties in a straightforward and tinely
manner ;

(d) I ncreasing support to priority actions identified in nationa
pl ans and strategi es of devel opi ng countries;

(e) Applying in a nore flexible, pragmatic and transparent manner the
i ncrenental cost principle;



(f) Promoti ng genui ne country ownershi p through greater invol venent of
partici pant countries in GEF-funded activities;

(9) Increasing its flexibility to respond to the thematic |onger-term
programe of work of the Convention on Biological Diversity, in accordance
wi th the gui dance of the Conference of the Parties;

(h) Promoting the catalytic role of the A obal Environment Facility in
nmobi |'i zi ng funding from ot her sources for GEF-funded activities;

(1) Including inits nmonitoring and eval uation activities the
assessnment of the conpliance under its operational programes with the policy,
strategy, programpriorities and eligibility criteria established by the
Conference of the Parties;

(j) Promoting efforts to ensure that the inplenenting agencies fully
conmply with the policy, strategy, programe priorities and eligibility
criteria of the Conference of the Parties in their support for country-driven
activities funded by the d obal Environment Facility; and

(k) Undertaking efforts to inprove the efficiency, effectiveness and
transparency of the process of cooperation and coordi nati on between the
i npl enenting agencies with a viewto inproving the processing and delivery
systens of the A obal Environnent Facility, and to avoid duplication and
paral | el processes.

IV/12. Additional financial resources

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling Article 20, paragraphs 2 and 3, and Article 21, paragraph 4,
of the Conventi on,

Recal ling al so decision 111/6, by which it requested the Executive
Secretary to explore possible ways of collaborating with funding institutions
to facilitate efforts to achi eve greater support for the Convention, and to
expl ore further possibilities for encouraging the involvenment of the private
sector in support of the Convention

Havi ng exam ned the note by the Executive Secretary contained in
docunment UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 17,

Noti ng concerns expressed by Parties on the downward trend of
devel opnent assi stance in the past few years,

Noting al so the | ack of conprehensive information about trends in
devel opnent assi stance with respect to biol ogical diversity,

Reaffirm ng the need to continue the inplenmentation of decision I11/86,
paragraph 4, with regard to the provision of standardi zed i nformation on
financi al support from devel oped country Parties for the objectives of the
Convention on Biological Diversity,



Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, for consideration by the
Parties at the fifth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties, a report on
addi ti onal financial resources to include proposals for

(a) Moni toring financial support for the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on;

(b) Possi bl e col l aboration with international organizations,
institutions, conventions and agreenents of rel evance;

(c) Expl oring possibilities for additional financial support to
el ements in the programe of work outlined in decision |V/16, annex |1

(d) Exam ning the constraints to, opportunities for and inplications
of private sector support for the inplenmentation of the Convention

I'V/13. Additional guidance to the financial nechani sm

The Conference of the Parti es,

Bearing in mnd Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention

Taki ng i nto account the gui dance provided by the Conference of the
Parties at its first, second and third neetings to the @ obal Environnment
Facility,

Deci des to provide the foll owi ng additional guidance to the d oba
Environnent Facility in the provision of financial resources, in conformty
with decisions 1/2, I1/6 and I11/5 of the Conference of the Parties. In this
regard, the d obal Environnment Facility shall provide financial resources to
devel opi ng countries for country-driven activities and programes, consistent
with national priorities and objectives, recognizing that econoni c and soci al
devel opnent and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of
devel opi ng countries:

The d obal Environnment Facility shoul d

1. Provi de adequate and tinely support for country-driven projects at
nati onal, regional and subregional |evels addressing the issue of alien
species in accordance with decision IV/1 C

2. Provi de financial resources for country-driven activities within
the context of its operation progranmes to participate in the G obal Taxonony
Initiative which take into account as appropriate, elenents of the
Suggestions for Action contained in the annex to decision IV/1 D

3. Wthin the context of inplenmenting national biological diversity
strategi es and action plans, provide adequate and tinely support to eligible
projects which help Parties to devel op and inplenent national, sectoral and
cross-sectoral plans for the conservation and sustainabl e use of biol ogica
diversity of inland water ecosystens in accordance w th decision |V/ 4

4. In accordance with decision IV/7 and with Article 7 of the
Convention and also within the context of inplenmenting national biologica



diversity strategi es and pl ans, provide adequate and tinely financial support
to Parties for projects and capacity-building activities for inplenenting the
programe of work of forest biological diversity at the national, regional and
subregional |evels and the use of the clearing-house nechanismto include
activities that contribute to halting and addressi ng deforestation, basic
assessnments and nonitoring of forest biological diversity, including taxonon c
studi es and inventories, focusing on forest species, other inportant
conmponents of forest biological diversity and ecosystens under threat;

5. I n accordance with decision |V/ 2:

(a) Support capacity-building activities and country-driven pil ot
projects focused on priority areas, as critical conmponents in the
i npl enent ati on of the clearing-house nmechani smat the national, subregional
bi ogeographi c, and regional |evels, both during and after the pil ot phase;

(b) Provi de, as appropriate, increased support, in the franmework of
country-driven projects to pronote the objectives of the Convention, to
establish and strengthen biodiversity information systens such as, inter alia,
training, technol ogy and processes related to the collection, organization
mai nt enance and updating of data and information and its comunication to
users through the clearing-house nechani sm

(c) Eval uate at the end of the clearing-house nmechani smpil ot phase
t he experience of the dobal Environment Facility's support for devel opi ng
countries' activities, to consider additional efforts to nmeet the increasing
interest in taking part in and having access to the clearing-house nechani sm
i ncluding in regional networking, and to report to the Conference of the
Parties prior to the next neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

6. Continue to provide financial assistance for the preparation of
nati onal reports, having regard to the constraints and needs identified by
Parties in their first national reports, in accordance wth decision |V/ 14;

7. Provi de adequate and tinely support for the design and approaches
rel evant to the inplenmentation of incentive neasures, including, where
necessary, assessnment of biological diversity of the rel evant ecosystens,
capaci ty-buil di ng necessary for the design and i nplenmentation of incentive
measures and t he devel opment of appropriate |egal and policy frameworks, and
projects with conmponents that provide for these incentives, in accordance wth
deci sion |V/10;

8. In accordance with decision |V/8, provide support for

(a) St ock-taking activities, such as, for exanple, assessnents of
current legislative, admnistrative and policy measures on access to genetic
resources and benefit-sharing, evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of a
country's institutional and human capacity, and pronotion of
consensus-buil ding anong its different stakehol ders;

(b) Formul ati on of access and benefit-sharing nmechani sns at the
nati onal, subregi onal and regional |evels, including nonitoring, assessment,
and incentive neasures;



(c) Capaci ty-buil di ng on nmeasures on access to genetic resources and
sharing of benefits, including capacity-building on econom c val uati on of
genetic resources;

(d) Wthin biodiversity projects, other specific benefit-sharing
initiatives such as support for entrepreneurial devel opnments by |ocal and
i ndi genous conmunities, facilitation of financial sustainability of projects
promoting the sustainable use of genetic resources, and appropriate targeted
research conponents.

IV/14. National reports by Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling Article 26 and Article 23, paragraph 4 (a) of the Convention

Recal ling further decision I1/17 on the formand intervals of nationa
reports,

Noting the difficulty experienced by Parties in preparing their nationa
reports and that the first national reports varied in |l ength and scope and
that further guidelines are needed to sinplify and streanmine the nationa
reporting process,

Wel com ng the nunber of first national reports received by the Executive
Secretary,

1. Encour ages those Parties that have submitted interimreports to
submt a full report as soon as they are in a position to do so, and urges
those that have yet to submit their first national report to do so as soon as
they can and, in any event, no later than 31 Decenber 1998;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, in time for the
fourth nmeeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, a revised version of the report referred to in
decision I1/17 on the basis of the national reports received and ot her
rel evant information

3. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, at its fourth neeting, to consider the report of the
Executive Secretary and to provide the Conference of the Parties, at its fifth
nmeeting, with advice on the intervals and formof future national reports,
taking into account the elenents contained in the annex to the present
decision. This advice should cover the nature of the information needed from
Parties in order to assess the state of inplenmentation of the Convention
recomendati ons on inproving the reporting process, through guidelines on
format, style, length and treatnment with a view to ensuring conmparability
bet ween national reports; and identification of ways and neans to further
facilitate national inplenmentation of the Convention

4. Ur ges devel oped country Parties to include in their nationa
reports information, in a standardized form on their financial support for
t he objectives of the Convention



5. Requests the d obal Environment Facility, as the operating entity
of the financial nechanism to continue to provide financial assistance for
the preparation of national reports, having regard to the constraints and
needs identified by Parties in their first national reports.

Annex
El ements for the recommendati on of the Subsidi ary Body on

Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice
on the preparation of national reports

1. A standard format shoul d be devel oped which would all ow conparability,
but provide enough flexibility to give appropriate scope to reflect nationa
conditions and capacities.

2. The focus of subsequent national reports should be consistent with the
wor k programme of the Convention, taking into account decisions of the fourth
nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties.

3. Information contained in national reports should include, insofar as
possi ble, a report on the progress of the inplenentation of the Nationa

Bi odi versity Strategy and Action Plans, and on | essons |earned, including
identification of gaps in national capacity for policy research and anal ysis,
along with technical and financial requirenments for nmeeting needs identified
in the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans and the possible use
of nationally devel oped indicators.

4. Parties are encouraged to consider the participation of all rel evant
st akehol ders in the preparati on and use of national reports.

IV/15. The relationship of the Convention on Biological Diversity with the
Conmi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and bi odi versity-rel ated
conventions, other international agreenents, institutions and
processes of rel evance

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling its decisions 11/13, 111/17 and 111/21,

Recalling also Article 16, paragraph 5, Article 22, paragraph 1,
Article 23, paragraph 4 (h), and Article 24, paragraph 1 (d), of the
Convention on Biological Diversity,

Reaffirm ng the inportance of mutually supportive activities under the
Convention on Biological Diversity and activities under other conventions,
processes and institutions relevant to the achi evement of the objectives of
t he Convention, while avoiding unnecessary duplication of activities and costs
on the part of Parties and the organs of the Convention

Wel com ng the progress made in the devel opnent of cooperative
arrangenents with rel evant conventions, institutions and processes as reported
by the Executive Secretary to its fourth neeting, while recognizing the need
to further inprove the nmethod of work of the Conference of the Parties in
terns of assessing work done in the context of these cooperative arrangenents,



Noti ng that the Conm ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent in its review of
the inplenentati on of Agenda 21, at the next conprehensive review of progress
achieved in the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 by the General Assenbly in the
year 2002, will require input on the status of inplenentation of the
Convention on Biological Diversity,

1. Expresses its appreciation to those conventions and institutions
t hat provi ded docunentation and information to the Conference of the Parties
at its fourth neeting;

2. Endorses the Joint Wrk Plan with the Convention on Wetl ands of
International Inportance, especially as Waterfow Habitat (Ransar) contai ned
in UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ I nf.8, as recommended by decisions 111/21 and IV/4 as a
framework for enhanced cooperation between these conventions and encourages
its inplenmentation;

3. Al so endorses the nenoranda of cooperation entered into by the
Executive Secretary with: the Intergovernnmental OGceanographic Conm ssion, the
Worl d Bank, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO,
the World Conservation Union (1UCN), the Cartagena Convention, the United
Nat i ons Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD);

4. Requests that the Executive Secretary, on behalf of the Conference
of the Parties, consider matters of |iaison, cooperation and collaboration as
a key responsibility;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to coordinate with
the secretariats of relevant biodiversity-related conventions, institutions
and processes, and to cooperate with rel ated processes at regi onal and
subregional levels, with a viewto:

(a) Facilitating the exchange of information and experience;

(b) Expl oring the possibility of procedures for pronoting efficiencies
between the reporting requirenments of Parties under those instrunents and
conventi ons;

(c) Expl oring the possibility of devel oping joint work progranmes,
simlar to that between the Convention on Biological Diversity and the
Convention on Wetlands referred to above, between the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity and other relevant institutions and conventions;

(d) Expl oring nodalities, where appropriate, for suitable |iaison
arrangenents in relevant centres, in particular Geneva and/or New York, for
t he purpose of enhancing |inkages with rel evant processes, which will assist
in achieving greater coherence in these intergovernnmental organizations and
processes;

6. Encour ages the Executive Secretary to develop relationships with
ot her processes with a viewto fostering good nanagenment practices in areas
such as: nethods and approaches to deal with protected areas; ecosystem and
bi or egi onal approaches to protected area nanagenent and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity; mechani sms to enhance stakehol der invol venment; nethods



for devel opi ng systens plans and integrating biological diversity
consi derations into sectoral strategies and plans; and transboundary protected
ar eas;

7. Takes note of the Executive Secretary's observer status in the
Conmittee on Trade and Environnent of the World Trade Organization for the
pur pose of representing the Convention on Biological Diversity in nmeetings
whose agendas have rel evance to the Convention

8. Al so notes that sone Parties to the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity, particularly many devel opi ng countries, are not nmenbers of the
World Trade Organi zation, and are therefore limted in their abilities to
present their concerns regardi ng biological diversity at the Wrld Trade
Organi zati on;

9. Stresses the need to ensure consistency in inplenenting the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Wrld Trade Organization
agreenents, including the Agreement on Trade-Rel ated Aspects of Intellectua
Property Rights, with a viewto pronoting increased nutual supportiveness and
i ntegration of biological diversity concerns and the protection of
intellectual property rights, and invites the Wrld Trade O gani zation to
consi der how to achi eve these objectives in the light of Article 16,
par agraph 5, of the Convention, taking into account the planned revi ew of
Article 27, paragraph 3 (b), of the Agreenment on Trade-Rel ated Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights in 1999;

10. Enphasi zes that further work is required to hel p devel op a common
appreci ation of the rel ationship between intellectual property rights and the
rel evant provisions of the Agreenment on Trade-Rel ated Aspects of Intellectua
Property Rights and the Convention on Biological D versity, in particular on
i ssues relating to technol ogy transfer and conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising
out of the use of genetic resources, including the protection of know edge,

i nnovati ons and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities enbodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity.

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to enhance cooperation with the
World Intellectual Property Organization with respect to the Organization's
programe of work;

12. Al so requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a report on the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention to assist the Conference of the Parties to
contribute to the review of the inplenmentation of Agenda 21 in the year 2002;

13. Further requests the Executive Secretary to strengthen
relationships with, in particular, the United Nations Franework Convention on
Cimate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, and the United Nations Convention to
Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa, with a view to making inplenentation
activities and institutional arrangenments nutually supportive;

14. Takes note of the Programme for the further inplenmentation of
Agenda 21 and requests Parties to subnmit information to the Executive
Secretary on, inter alia:



(a) Current threats to biological diversity fromtourismactivities;

(b) Basi c approaches, strategies and instrunments that denonstrate
where tourismand the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity
are nutual ly supportive;

(c) The invol venent of the private sector, |ocal and indi genous
conmunities in establishing sustainable tourismpractices;

(d) Col I aborative efforts at the regional and the subregional |evels,
i ncludi ng case studies of particular rel evance;

(e) Infrastructure planning and regi onal and | and-use planning for
touri smthat have incorporated consideration of the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity; or

(f) Consi derati on of policies and activities which are supportive of
its ains,

in order to initiate a process of exchange of experiences, know edge and best
practices, under the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, in particular at the national and regional |evels on
sustai nabl e touri smand bi ol ogi cal diversity within the framework of the
Convention on Biological Dversity, including regarding protected areas;

15. Further invites Parties to provide information to the Executive
Secretary on the biodiversity-related activities of the Com ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, such as:

(a) Conpr ehensi ve revi ew of the Programre of Action for the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment of Small |sland Devel opi ng St ates;

(b) Cceans and seas, and freshwater resources;
(c) Consunpti on and production patterns;

16. Requests the Executive Secretary to provide inputs based on the
above submissions to the discussion at the Conmi ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent at its seventh session to ensure that any future work of the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent in these areas fully incorporates
bi ol ogi cal diversity considerations and makes full use of existing materials
and national guidelines;

17. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of
the Parties at its fifth nmeeting on the collaborative efforts with the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent and with the Cormittee on Trade and
Envi ronnent of the World Trade Organization, including suggestions for
i mproving this relationship.



IV/16. Institutional matters and the programe of work

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recogni zi ng the urgency of the effective and full inplenentation of the
Conventi on,

Aware of the difficulties experienced in the operations of the
Convention and in achieving its full and effective inplenentation

Recal ling the primacy of the role of the Conference of the Parties as
provided for in Article 23, paragraph 4, of the Convention

Consci ous of the need to achieve the full participation of Parties in
the inplenentati on of the Convention and enphasi sing the need for open and
transparent preparations for the Conference of the Parties,

Underscoring the need for the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice to focus on scientific, technical and technol ogica
aspects of the Convention in accordance with its Article 25,

1. Decides that the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties
will take place in the second quarter of 2000 for a period of two weeks;

2. Deci des al so to hold an open-ended neeting to consider possible
arrangenents to i nprove preparations for and conduct of the meetings of the
Conference of the Parties, taking into account proposals made at the fourth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties, including a preparatory di scussion
of the itemon access to genetic resources on the agenda of the fifth nmeeting
of the Conference of the Parties. This neeting will be of three days duration
and is to be held in conjunction with one of the neetings planned for 1999;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to analyse for the neeting
descri bed in paragraph 2 of the present decision the devel opnment and
experi ence of other conventions and agreenents and their potential relevance
to the work of the Convention

4. Decides to consider at its fifth neeting the results of the
nmeeti ng described in paragraph 2 of the present decision and the experience
gai ned fromthe changes in the functioning of the Convention included in the
present decision, with a view to taking a decision on the need for further
measures to i nprove preparations for and conduct of neetings of the Conference
of Parties;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to necessary voluntary
contributions, to organi ze regional/subregional neetings to consider ways and
means of inplenenting the Convention and the decisions of the Conference of
the Parties;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary when preparing the provisiona
annot at ed agenda to clearly indicate whether matters are for information or
for consideration and when preparing the supporting docunentation to include
suggestion of elements for draft decisions as appropriate;



7. Invites Parties to forward any proposed decisions to the Executive
Secretary in sufficient time to enable hinfher to circul ate those draft
decisions to all Parties at |east three weeks before the commencenent of
nmeeti ngs of the Conference of the Parties;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to distribute the provisiona
annot at ed agenda for ordinary neetings of the Conference of the Parties as
wel |l as the principal docunents for the nmeeting, in the official |anguages of
the United Nations, as early as possible and in reasonable tine for any
regi onal preparatory neetings organi zed by the Executive Secretary and, in any
event, preferably six nonths before the opening of its ordinary neetings;

9. Invites Parties to notify the Executive Secretary of any
additional itens they wish to add to the provisional agenda at |east six weeks
bef ore the opening of the neeting;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, in time for the next
meeting of the Conference of the Parties, a handbook that relates the
deci sions of the Conference of the Parties, and other naterial relevant to the
operation of the Convention, as well as to the text of the Convention

11. Adopts the nodus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice as set out in annex | to the present
deci si on;

12. Deci des that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice shall hold two neetings, each of five days duration
bef ore next ordinary neeting of the Conference of the Parties;

13. Deci des that, while the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice should consider the financial inplications of its
proposals, its recommendations will only include advice to the Conference of
the Parties regarding financial matters, including guidance to the financial
mechani sm when the Conference of the Parties has so requested;

14. Deci des also that in future requests to the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, the Conference of the Parties
wi |l make clear whether it expects to receive information for noting,
recomendati ons for approval, or advice for decisions by the Conference of
Parties, and that, |ikew se, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, when submtting recomendations to the Conference of the
Parties, should indicate clearly whether it expects the Conference of the
Parties to note, approve or decide on the matter in question

15. Requests its Bureau to liaise on a regular basis with the bureaux
of its subsidiary bodies, in particular the Bureau of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, and, to this end, requests the
Executive Secretary to organi ze wherever possible back-to-back neetings of the
bureaux of the Conference of the Parties and the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

16. Adopts the programme of work for the period fromthe fourth
nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties until the seventh neeting of the
Conference as contained in annex Il to the present decision



17. Recogni zes that it may be necessary for the Executive Secretary,
wi th the guidance of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties, to adjust
further the servicing of the progranme of work in |light of the resources
avail able to the Secretari at;

18. Decides to review the progranme of work at each ordinary neeting
of the Conference, in the |light of developnents in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on;

19. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare the provisional agenda
of the fifth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties in agreenent with the
President within the framework of the progranme of work contained in annex I
to the present decision

20. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice and ot her subsidiary bodies to prepare proposals for
their programres of work based on the priorities set out in annex Il to the
present decision, with a viewto stream ining and focusing the agendas of
t heir neetings;

21. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, taking into account its proposals for the programe of
wor k devel oped under paragraph 16 of the present decision, to advise the fifth
nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties of the terms of reference for the ad
hoc techni cal expert groups on thematic areas. The terns of reference should
take into account the need, inter alia, to provide a peer-reviewed scientific
and technical assessnent of the status and trends of, and inpacts on
bi ol ogi cal diversity, including the effectiveness of the types of measures for
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity.

Annex |

MODUS CPERANDI OF THE SUBSI DI ARY BODY ON SCI ENTI FI C,
TECHNI CAL AND TECHNOLOG CAL ADVI CE

l. Functi ons

1. The functions of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice are those contained in Article 25 of the Convention
Accordingly, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advice will fulfil its mandate under the authority of, and in accordance with,
gui dance | aid down by the Conference of the Parties, and upon its request.

2. Pursuant to Article 25, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the functions,
terns of reference, organization and operation of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice may be further el aborated, for
approval by the Conference of the Parties.

. Rul es of procedure

3. The rules of procedure for neetings of the Conference of the Parties to
t he Convention on Biological Diversity shall apply, in accordance wth

rule 26, paragraph 5, nmutatis mutandis to the proceedi ngs of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice. Therefore, rule 18,
on credentials, will not apply.




4. In accordance with rule 52, the official and working | anguages of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice will be
those of the United Nations Organization. The proceedi ngs of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice will be carried out in
t he wor ki ng | anguages of the Conference of the Parties.

5. In order to facilitate continuity in the work of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and taking into account the
techni cal and scientific character of the input of the Subsidiary Body, the
terns of office of nenbers of its Bureau will be two years. At each neeting
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice one
of the two regional representatives shall be elected in order to achieve
staggered ternms of office. The nenbers of the Bureau of the Subsidiary Body
will take office at the end of the nmeeting at which they are el ected.

6. The Chairman of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, elected at an ordi nary neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, shall take office fromthe end of the next ordinary neeting of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and remain
in office until his/her successor takes office. As a general rule the

chai rmanshi p of the Subsidiary Body shall rotate anmong United Nations regiona
groups. Candidates for the Chair of the Subsidiary Body shoul d be recogni zed
experts, qualified in the field of biological diversity and experienced in the
process of the Convention and the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce.

1. Frequency and timng of neetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce

7. The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice
shall neet at intervals to be deternm ned by the Conference of the Parties and
sufficiently in advance of each regular neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, for a duration to be determned by the Conference of the Parties

whi ch should not normally exceed five days. The nunber and | ength of the
nmeetings and activities of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice and its organs should be reflected in the budget adopted
by the Conference of the Parties or other sources of extra budgetary funding.

V. Docunent ati on

8. The docunentation prepared for neetings will be distributed three nonths
before the nmeeting in the working | anguages of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, will be concrete, focused
draft technical reports and will include proposed concl usions and
recomendati ons for consideration of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce.

9. To facilitate the preparation of docunentation, and in order to avoid
duplication of efforts and ensure the use of available scientific, technica
and technol ogi cal conpetence available within international and regi ona
organi zati ons, including non-governnental organizations and scientific unions
and societies, qualified in fields relating to conservati on and sustai nabl e
use of biodiversity, the Executive Secretary may establish, in consultation
with the Chairman and the other menbers of the Bureau of the Subsidiary Body,



liaison groups, as appropriate. Such liaison groups will depend on the
resources avail abl e.

V. Organi zati on of work during the nmeetings

10. Each neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice will propose to the Conference of the Parties, in |ight

of the programme of work for the Conference of the Parties and the Subsidiary
Body, a particular theme as the focus of work for the followi ng nmeeting of the
Subsi di ary Body.

11. Two open-ended sessional working groups of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice could be established and
operate simultaneously during neetings of the Subsidiary Body. They shall be
establ i shed on the basis of well-defined ternms of reference, and will be open
to all Parties and observers. The financial inplications of these
arrangenents should be reflected in the budget of the Convention

VI . Ad hoc technical expert group neetings

12. A limted nunber of ad hoc technical expert groups on specific priority
i ssues on the programe of work of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice may be established, as required, for a
[imted duration. The establishment of such ad hoc technical expert groups
woul d be guided by the follow ng el ements:

(a) The ad hoc technical expert groups should draw on the existing
know edge and conpetence avail able within, and liaise with, international
regi onal and national organizations, including non-governnental organizations
and the scientific community in fields relevant to this Convention

(b) The Executive Secretary will nominate scientific and technica
experts drawn fromthe roster for the ad hoc technical experts groups in
consultation with the Bureau of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice. The ad hoc technical expert groups shall be
conposed of no nore than fifteen experts conpetent in the relevant field of
expertise, with due regard to geographical representation and to the speci al
conditions of |east-devel oped countries and small island devel opi ng States;

(c) The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advice will reconmend the exact duration and specific terns of reference, when
est abl i shing such expert groups for the approval of the Conference of the
Parti es;

(d) Expert groups will be encouraged to use innovative neans of
conmuni cation and to minimze the need for face-to-face neetings;

(e) The ad hoc technical expert groups may al so convene neetings
parallel to the proceedings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

(f) Reports produced by the ad hoc technical expert groups should, as
a general rule be submtted for peer review,



(9) Al efforts will be made to provi de adequate voluntary financi al
assistance for the participation of experts in the expert groups from
devel opi ng countries and countries with economies in transition Parties; and

(h) The nunber of ad hoc technical expert groups active each year wll
be limted to the m ni mum necessary and will depend on the amount of resources
designated to the Subsidiary Body by the Conference of the Parties in its
budget or on the availability of extra-budgetary resources.

VII. Contribution of non-governnental organizations

13. The scientific and technical contribution of non-governnenta

organi zations to the fulfilnment of the mandate of the Subsidiary Body wll be
strongly encouraged in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the
Convention and the rules of procedure for neetings of the Conference of the
Parties.

VII1. Cooperation with other rel evant bodies

14. The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice
shal | cooperate with other relevant international, regional and nationa
organi zati ons, under the gui dance of the Convention of the Parties, thus
bui | di ng upon the vast experience and know edge avail abl e.

15. In this context, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce enphasi zes the inportance of research to further increase
avai | abl e know edge and reduce uncertainties, and recomends that the
Conference of the Parties consider this issue in relation to the financial
resources required for the effective inplenmentation of the Convention

I X. Regi onal and subregi onal preparatory neetings

16. Regi onal and subregi onal neetings for the preparation of regular
nmeetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca

Advi ce may be organi zed as appropriate for specific itens. The possibility of
conbi ni ng such neetings with other scientific regional neetings, in order to
make maxi mum use of avail abl e resources, should be considered. The convening
of such regional and subregional neetings will be subject to the availability
of voluntary financial contributions.

17. The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice
should, in the fulfilment of its mandate, draw upon the contributions of the
exi sting regional and subregional intergovernnental organizations or
initiatives.

X. Focal points

18. A list of focal points and focal persons to the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice shall be established and
regul arly updated by the Executive Secretary, on the basis of information
provi ded by Parties and ot her rel evant regional, subregional and

i ntergover nment al organi zati ons.



Xl . Roster of experts

19. Rosters of experts in the relevant fields of the Convention will be
conpil ed by the Executive Secretary on the basis of input fromParties and, as
appropriate, fromother countries and rel evant bodies. The rosters will be
adm ni stered by the Executive Secretary in an efficient, effective and
transparent manner. The Executive Secretary together with the national foca
points and rel evant bodies, will regularly update the rosters of experts,
including the informati on on each expert. The information on the rosters wll
be made accessi bl e through the clearing-house nmechanism save to the extent
that an expert objects to information concerning hinl her being rel eased.

20. The Executive Secretary as well as the ad hoc technical expert groups
and |iaison groups referred to above, should make full use of such rosters of
experts, inter alia, through the type of consultations as described in

par agraph 21 bel ow. The Executive Secretary will informParties, at |east one
month prior to the convening of a neeting of experts, of the details of the
nmeeting and of the experts invited.

21. The experts on the rosters are invited to nmake avail abl e, upon request
of the Executive Secretary, Parties or other countries and rel evant bodies,
their specific expertise in order to contribute to the further devel opnent of
the scientific, technical and technol ogi cal issues of the work programre of

t he Convention on Biological Diversity. Such requests could entail, inter
alia, peer reviews, questionnaires, clarifications or exam nations of
scientific, technol ogical and technical issues, specific contributions to the
conpi l ati on of docunents, participation in global and regi onal workshops and
assisting in connecting the Convention-process to international, regional and
nati onal scientific, technical and technol ogical processes.

Annex |1
THE PROGRAMVE COF WORK

Meeting of the Conference of Itenms for in-depth consideration
the Parties

Fifth Dryl and, nediterranean, arid, sem-arid
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Sust ai nabl e use, including tourism
Access to genetic resources

Si xth Forest ecosystens
Alien species
Benefit-sharing

Sevent h Mount ai n ecosyst ens
Protected areas

Transfer of technol ogy and technol ogy
cooperation




I'V/17. Programre budget for the biennium 1999-2000

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recal | i ng paragraph 7 of the financial rules for the Conference of the
Parties,

Recal ling al so decisions [11/23 and I11/24, adopted at its third
sessi on,

Havi ng consi dered the proposed budget for the biennium 1999-2000
subm tted by the Executive Secretary,

1. Endorses the adm nistrative arrangenents between the United
Nat i ons Environnent Programme and the Secretariat of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, contained in annex |1l of docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/ 24,

whi ch entered into force on 30 June 1997, and requests the Executive Secretary
to report regularly to the Conference of the Parties, through its Bureau, on
the inplenentation of its provisions;

2. Approves the programre budget for the biennium 1999-2000,
amounting to US$ 17,301,600 for the purposes specified in table 1 bel ow

3. Notes the statenent of the Trustee that there is an accunul at ed
surplus in the amount of US$ 3,616,566 and decides to use this anmpunt on an
exceptional basis to offset the contributions fromParties during the biennium
1999- 2000;

4. Wl cones the annual contribution of US$ 1,000,000 by the host
CGovernment to offset the contributions fromParties for the bienni um
1999- 2000;

5. Approves the staffing table for the progranme budget as contai ned
in table 2 below and requests that all staff positions be filled
expedi tiously;

6. Deci des that the three Trust Funds (BY, BE, BZ) for the Convention
shal | be extended for the period of two years, beginning 1 January 2000 and
endi ng 31 Decenber 2001

7. Aut hori zes the Executive Secretary to nmake transfers, between each
of the main appropriation lines set out in table 1 below, up to an aggregate
[imt of 15 per cent of the total estimated for those appropriation |ines,
provided that a further limtation of up to a maxi mum 25 per cent of each such
appropriation line shall apply;

8. Invites all Parties to the Convention to note that contributions
to the core budget are due on 1 January of each year in accordance wth
par agraph 4 of the financial rules and to pay pronptly and in full, for each

of the years 1999 and 2000, the contributions required to finance expenditures
approved under paragraph 2 above, as offset by surpluses noted in paragraph 3
and contributions noted under paragraph 4 of the present decision and, in this
regard, requests the Executive Secretary to notify all Parties of the anmpunt
of their contributions by 1 October of the year preceding the year in which
their contributions are due;



9. Uges all Parties and States not Parties to the Convention, as
wel | as governmental, intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations and
ot her sources, to contribute to the special trust funds;

10. Approves the suppl ementary anount of US$ 542,400 to the 1998
budget for the additional activity related to the Biosafety Protocol, to be
drawn fromthe surpluses in addition to those referred to in paragraph 3
above,;

11. Deci des that the anount of US$ 300,000 for servicing of the
Working Group on Article 8(j) shall be financed fromthe surpluses in addition
to those referred to in paragraph 3 above;

12. Takes note of the funding estimates for the Special Voluntary
Trust Fund (BE) for Additional Voluntary Contributions in Support of Approved
Activities for the Biennium 1999-2000 specified by the Executive Secretary and
included in Table 3 below, and invites Parties to nmake contributions to this
f und;

13. Takes note of the funding estimates for the Special Voluntary
Trust Fund (BZ) for Facilitating Participation of Parties in the Convention
Process for the Biennium 1999-2000 specified by the Executive Secretary and
included in table 4 below, and invites Parties to nmake contributions to this
f und;

14. Aut hori zes the Trustee to transfer the unspent bal ance of
addi ti onal special voluntary contributions received prior to 1997 fromthe
Trust Fund for the Convention (BY) to the Special Trust Fund (BE) for
additional activities approved by the Conference of the Parties and requests
the Executive Secretary to consult with the original donor country/countries
on the use of these funds for additional activities approved by the Conference
of the Parties;

15. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of
the Parties at its fifth session on i ncone and budget performance, and to
propose any adjustnents that m ght be needed in the Convention budget for the
bi enni um 1999- 2000.



Table 1

Bl ENNI UM BUDGET OF THE TRUST FUND FOR THE CONVENTI ON ON Bl OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY
1999- 2000
(thousands of United States dollars)

1999 2000

Expendi ture
. Progranmes

Executive direction and managenent 813.5 1 839.1

and intergovernnental Affairs

Scientific, technical and technol ogical matters 1 989.7 2 069.9

| mpl enent ati on and conmuni cati on 1 979.8 1 600. 2

Bi osaf ety Protocol 1 275.2 1 078.8

Support Service 1 289.6 1 375.4
Subtotal (1) 7 347.8 7 963.4
1. Paynents to the United Nations Environnment

Pr ogr amme

Programme support costs 955. 2 1 035.2
Subtotal (11) 955. 2 1 035.2
[11. Contingencies 0.0 0.0
Subtotal (111) 0.0 0.0
Total Expenditure Lines (1 + I1 + I11) 8 303.0 8 998.6
I ncone
l. Contribution fromthe host Governnent 1 000.0 1 000.0
. Savings from previous years (surplus) 1 603.0 2 013.6

Total Income 2 603.0 3 013.6

Budget to be shared by Parties 5 700.0 5 985.0




Table 2

STAFFI NG TABLE

1999- 2000
1998 1999 2000

A Pr of essi onal category and

above

D2 1 1 1

D1 3 3 3

P-5 1 1 1

P-4 7 10 10

P-3 5 9 9

P-2 5 3 3

Total A 22 27 27
B. Ceneral service category 18 20 20

Total B 18 20 20

TOTAL (A+B) 40 47 47




Table 3

SPECI AL VOLUNTARY TRUST FUND (BE) FOR ADDI TI ONAL VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTI ONS
I N SUPPORT OF APPROVED ACTI VI TI ES FOR THE BI ENNI UM 1999- 2000
(thousands of United States dollars)

1999 2000
A Servi ci ng neetings
Regi onal neetings for the Conference of the
Parties 186. 2 0.0
Expert neetings and wor kshops 482. 6 427. 2
B. Travel 1 847.5 1 673.4
Consul tants 15.0 15.8
D. Printing of materials 60.0 0.0
Subtotal (1) 2 591.3 2 116.4
1. Paynents to the United Nations Environment
Programme support costs 336.9 275.1
Subtotal (I1) 336.9 275.1
Total Expenditure Lines (1 + 11) 2 928.2 2 391.5

Total Proposed Income 0.0 0.0

Budget to be financed from voluntary 2 928.2 2 391.5
contributions

~



Table 4

SPECI AL VOLUNTARY TRUST FUND (BZ) FOR FACI LI TATI NG PARTI Cl PATI ON OF
PARTI ES | N THE CONVENTI ON PROCESS FOR THE Bl ENNI UM 1999- 2000( *)
(thousands of United States dollars)

1999 2000

Conference of the Parties 0 837.4

Regi onal neetings for the Conference of the 525. 6 0.0

Parties

Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical 406. 0 559.5

and Technol ogi cal Advice

Working Group on Article 8(j) 406. 0 559.5

I nter-sessional neeting on nodus oper andi 319.0 0.0

and access/ benefit-sharing

Bi osaf ety Wbrki ng G- oup 6/ COP 725.0 0.0

I ntergovernnental Committee 0.0 685.1
Subtotal (1) 2 381.6 2 641.5

1. Paynents to the United Nations Environment Programme

Programme support costs 309.6 343. 4
Subtotal (I1) 309. 6 343. 4
Total Expenditure Lines (1 + 11) 2 691.2 2 984.9

Total Income 0.0 0.0
Budget to be financed from voluntary 2 691.2 2 984.9
contributions
(*) Devel opi ng Country Parties, in particular the |east devel oped and
smal | island devel oping States, and other Parties with economes in

transition.



CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE TRUST FUND FOR THE CONVENTI ON ON Bl OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY

Table 5

FOR THE Bl ENNI UM 1999- 2000

Party United Scalewith Contributions United Scalewith Contributions Tota
Nations | 25% ceiling, as per Nations | 25% ceiling, as per contributions
scaeof noLDC 1 January 1999 scaeof noLDC 1 January 2000 1999-2000
assessments | paying more (US$) assessments | paying more (US$) (Uss)
1999 than 0.01% 2000 than 0.01%
(per cent) | (per cent) (per cent) | (per cent)
Albania 0.003 0.004 226 0.003 0.004 240 466
Algeria 0.094 0.124 7,075 0.086 0.115 6,877 13,952
Angola 0.010 0.013 753 0.010 0.013 800 1,552
Antiguaand Barbuda 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Argentina 1.024 1.352 77,074 1.103 1.474 88,201 165,275
Armenia 0.011 0.015 828 0.006 0.008 480 1,308
Australia 1.482 1.957 111,547 1.483 1.981 118,588 230,134
Austria 0.941 1.243 70,827 0.942 1.259 75,327 146,154
Bahamas 0.015 0.020 1,129 0.015 0.020 1,199 2,328
Bahrain 0.017 0.022 1,280 0.017 0.023 1,359 2,639
Bangladesh 0.010 0.013 753 0.010 0.013 800 1,552
Barbados 0.008 0.011 602 0.008 0.011 640 1,242
Belarus 0.082 0.108 6,172 0.057 0.076 4,558 10,730
Belgium 1.103 1.456 83,020 1.104 1.475 88,281 171,301
Belize 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Benin 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Bhutan 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Bolivia 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Botswana 0.010 0.013 753 0.010 0.013 800 1,552
Brazil 1.470 1.941 110,644 1.471 1.965 117,628 228,272
Bulgaria 0.019 0.025 1,430 0.011 0.015 880 2,310
Burkina Faso 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Burundi 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Cambodia 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Cameroon 0.013 0.017 978 0.013 0.017 1,040 2,018
Canada 2.754 3.637 207,287 2.732 3.650 218,464 425,751
Cape Verde 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Central African Republic 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Chad 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Chile 0.131 0.173 9,860 0.036 0.048 2,879 12,739
China 0.973 1.285 73,236 0.995 1.329 79,565 152,800
Colombia 0.109 0.144 8,204 0.109 0.146 8,716 16,920




Party United Scalewith Contributions United Scalewith Contributions Tota
Nations | 25% ceiling, as per Nations | 25% ceiling, as per contributions
scaeof noLDC 1 January 1999 scaeof noLDC 1 January 2000 1999-2000
assessments | paying more (US$) assessments | paying more (US$) (USs®)
1999 than 0.01% 2000 than 0.01%
(per cent) | (per cent) (per cent) | (per cent)

Comoros 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Congo 0.003 0.004 226 0.003 0.004 240 466
Cook Idlands 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
CostaRica 0.016 0.021 1,204 0.016 0.021 1,279 2,484
Cotedvoire 0.009 0.012 677 0.009 0.012 720 1,397
Croatia 0.036 0.048 2,710 0.030 0.040 2,399 5,109
Cuba 0.026 0.034 1,957 0.024 0.032 1,919 3,876
Cyprus 0.034 0.045 2,559 0.034 0.045 2,719 5,278
Czech Republic 0.121 0.160 9,107 0.107 0.143 8,556 17,664
Democratic People's 0.019 0.025 1,430 0.015 0.020 1,199 2,630
Republic of Korea

Democratic Republic of 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
the Congo

Denmark 0.691 0.912 52,010 0.692 0.925 55,336 107,346
Djibouti 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Dominica 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Dominican Republic 0.015 0.020 1,129 0.015 0.020 1,199 2,328
Ecuador 0.020 0.026 1,505 0.020 0.027 1,599 3,105
Egypt 0.065 0.086 4,892 0.065 0.087 5,198 10,090
El Salvador 0.012 0.016 903 0.012 0.016 960 1,863
Equatorial Guinea 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Eritrea 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Estonia 0.015 0.020 1,129 0.012 0.016 960 2,089
Ethiopia 0.006 0.008 452 0.006 0.008 480 931
European Community 2.500 2.500 142,500 2.500 2.500 149,625 292,125
Fiji 0.004 0.005 301 0.004 0.005 320 621
Finland 0.542 0.716 40,795 0.543 0.725 43,421 84,216
France 6.540 8.636 492,251 6.545 8.745 523,369 1,015,620
Gabon 0.015 0.020 1,129 0.015 0.020 1,199 2,328
Gambia 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Georgia 0.019 0.025 1,430 0.007 0.009 560 1,990
Germany 9.808 12.951 738,226 9.857 13.170 788,212 1,526,438
Ghana 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Greece 0.351 0.463 26,419 0.351 0.469 28,068 54,487
Grenada 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Guatemala 0.018 0.024 1,355 0.018 0.024 1,439 2,794




Party United Scalewith Contributions United Scalewith Contributions Tota
Nations | 25% ceiling, as per Nations | 25% ceiling, as per contributions
scaeof noLDC 1 January 1999 scaeof noLDC 1 January 2000 1999-2000
assessments | paying more (US$) assessments | paying more (US$) (USs®)
1999 than 0.01% 2000 than 0.01%

(per cent) | (per cent) (per cent) | (per cent)
Guinea 0.003 0.004 226 0.003 0.004 240 466
Guinea-Bissau 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Guyana 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Haiti 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Honduras 0.003 0.004 226 0.003 0.004 240 466
Hungary 0.120 0.158 9,032 0.120 0.160 9,596 18,628
Iceland 0.032 0.042 2,409 0.032 0.043 2,559 4,967
India 0.299 0.395 22,505 0.299 0.399 23,909 46,415
Indonesia 0.184 0.243 13,849 0.188 0.251 15,033 28,883
|I€n (Islamic Republic 0.193 0.255 14,527 0.161 0.215 12,874 27,401
o
Ireland 0.224 0.296 16,860 0.224 0.299 17,912 34,772
Israel 0.345 0.456 25,967 0.350 0.468 27,988 53,955
Italy 5.432 7.173 408,854 5.437 7.264 434,768 843,622
Jamaica 0.006 0.008 452 0.006 0.008 480 931
Japan 19.984 25.000 1,425,000 20.573 25.000 1,496,250 2,921,250
Jordan 0.006 0.008 452 0.006 0.008 480 931
Kazakstan 0.066 0.087 4,968 0.048 0.064 3,838 8,806
Kenya 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Kiribati 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Kyrgyzstan 0.008 0.011 602 0.006 0.008 480 1,082
Lao Peopl€e's Democratic 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Republic
Latvia 0.024 0.032 1,806 0.017 0.023 1,359 3,166
Lebanon 0.016 0.021 1,204 0.016 0.021 1,279 2,484
Lesotho 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Liechtenstein 0.006 0.008 452 0.006 0.008 480 931
Lithuania 0.022 0.029 1,656 0.015 0.020 1,199 2,855
Luxembourg 0.068 0.090 5,118 0.068 0.091 5,438 10,556
Madagascar 0.003 0.004 226 0.003 0.004 240 466
Malawi 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Malaysia 0.180 0.238 13,548 0.183 0.245 14,634 28,182
Maldives 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Mali 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Marshall Isands 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Mauritania 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155




Party United Scalewith Contributions United Scalewith Contributions Tota
Nations | 25% ceiling, as per Nations | 25% ceiling, as per contributions
scaeof noLDC 1 January 1999 scaeof noLDC 1 January 2000 1999-2000
assessments | paying more (US$) assessments | paying more (US$) (USs®)
1999 than 0.01% 2000 than 0.01%
(per cent) | (per cent) (per cent) | (per cent)

Mauritius 0.009 0.012 677 0.009 0.012 720 1,397
Mexico 0.980 1.294 73,762 0.995 1.329 79,565 153,327
Micronesia (Federated 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
States of)

Monaco 0.004 0.005 301 0.004 0.005 320 621
Mongolia 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Morocco 0.041 0.054 3,086 0.041 0.055 3,279 6,365
Mozambique 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Myanmar 0.008 0.011 602 0.008 0.011 640 1,242
Namibia 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Nauru 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Nepal 0.004 0.005 301 0.004 0.005 320 621
Netherlands 1.631 2154 122,762 1.632 2.180 130,502 253,264
New Zealand 0.221 0.292 16,634 0.221 0.295 17,672 34,306
Nicaragua 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Niue 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Niger 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Nigeria 0.040 0.053 3,011 0.032 0.043 2,559 5,570
Norway 0.610 0.805 45,913 0.610 0.815 48,778 94,692
Oman 0.051 0.067 3,839 0.051 0.068 4,078 7,917
Pakistan 0.059 0.078 4,441 0.059 0.079 4,718 9,159
Panama 0.013 0.017 978 0.013 0.017 1,040 2,018
Papua New Guinea 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Paraguay 0.014 0.018 1,054 0.014 0.019 1,120 2,173
Peru 0.095 0.125 7,150 0.099 0.132 7,917 15,067
Philippines 0.080 0.106 6,021 0.081 0.108 6,477 12,499
Poland 0.207 0.273 15,580 0.196 0.262 15,673 31,254
Portugal 0.417 0.551 31,387 0.431 0.576 34,465 65,851
Qatar 0.033 0.044 2,484 0.033 0.044 2,639 5,123
Republic of Korea 0.994 1.313 74,816 1.006 1.344 80,444 155,261
Republic of Moldova 0.018 0.024 1,355 0.010 0.013 800 2,154
Romania 0.067 0.088 5,043 0.056 0.075 4,478 9,521
Russian Federation 1.487 1.964 111,923 1.077 1.439 86,122 198,045
Rwanda 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Saint Kittsand Nevis 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Saint Lucia 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155




Party United Scalewith Contributions United Scalewith Contributions Tota
Nations | 25% ceiling, as per Nations | 25% ceiling, as per contributions
scaeof noLDC 1 January 1999 scaeof noLDC 1 January 2000 1999-2000
assessments | paying more (US$) assessments | paying more (US$) (USs®)
1999 than 0.01% 2000 than 0.01%
(per cent) | (per cent) (per cent) | (per cent)
Saint Vincent and the 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Grenadines
Samoa 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
San Marino 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Senegal 0.006 0.008 452 0.006 0.008 480 931
Seychelles 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
SierraLeone 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Singapore 0.176 0.232 13,247 0.179 0.239 14,314 27,561
Slovakia 0.039 0.051 2,935 0.035 0.047 2,799 5,734
Slovenia 0.061 0.081 4,591 0.061 0.082 4,878 9,469
Solomon Idands 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
South Africa 0.366 0.483 27,548 0.366 0.489 29,267 56,815
Spain 2.589 3.419 194,868 2.591 3.462 207,189 402,057
Sri Lanka 0.012 0.016 903 0.012 0.016 960 1,863
Sudan 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Suriname 0.004 0.005 301 0.004 0.005 320 621
Swaziland 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Sweden 1.084 1.431 81,590 1.079 1.442 86,282 167,872
Switzerland 1.215 1.604 91,450 1.215 1.623 97,157 188,607
Syrian Arab Republic 0.064 0.085 4,817 0.064 0.086 5,118 9,935
Tajikistan 0.005 0.007 376 0.004 0.005 320 696
The Former Y ugoslav 0.004 0.005 301 0.004 0.005 320 621
Republic of Macedonia
Togo 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Tonga 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80
Trinidad and Tobago 0.017 0.022 1,280 0.016 0.021 1,279 2,559
Tunisia 0.028 0.037 2,107 0.028 0.037 2,239 4,347
Turkey 0.440 0.581 33,118 0.440 0.588 35,184 68,302
Turkmenistan 0.008 0.011 602 0.006 0.008 480 1,082
Uganda 0.004 0.005 301 0.004 0.005 320 621
Ukraine 0.302 0.399 22,731 0.190 0.254 15,193 37,924
United Kingdom of 5.090 6.721 383,113 5.090 6.801 407,020 790,133
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
United Republic of 0.003 0.004 226 0.003 0.004 240 466
Tanzania
Uruguay 0.048 0.063 3,613 0.048 0.064 3,838 7,451
Uzbekistan 0.037 0.049 2,785 0.025 0.033 1,999 4,784




Party United Scalewith Contributions United Scalewith Contributions Tota
Nations | 25% ceiling, as per Nations | 25% ceiling, as per contributions
scaeof noLDC 1 January 1999 scaeof noLDC 1 January 2000 1999-2000
assessments | paying more (US$) assessments | paying more (US$) (USs®)
1999 than 0.01% 2000 than 0.01%
(per cent) | (per cent) (per cent) | (per cent)
Vanuatu 0.001 0.001 75 0.001 0.001 80 155
Venezuela 0.176 0.232 13,247 0.160 0.214 12,794 26,041
Viet Nam 0.007 0.009 527 0.007 0.009 560 1,087
Yemen 0.010 0.013 753 0.010 0.013 800 1,552
Zambia 0.002 0.003 151 0.002 0.003 160 310
Zimbabwe 0.009 0.012 677 0.009 0.012 720 1,397
TOTAL 77.388 100.0 5,700,000 77.336 100.0 5,985,000 11,684,845

IV/18. Date and venue of the fifth nmeeting of the Conference
of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties

1. Wl cones the kind offer of the Governnent of the Republic of Kenya
to host the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties;

2. Decides that the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties
will take place in Nairobi, Kenya, at a date to be specified by the Bureau, in
accordance with paragraph 1 of decision IV/16, and comuni cated to al
Parties.

IV/19. Tribute to the Governnent and people of the Slovak Republic

The Conference of the Parti es,

Having net in Bratislava from4 to 15 May 1998, at the gracious
invitation of the Government of the Slovak Republic,

Deeply appreciative of the special courtesy and the warm hospitality
extended, and the excellent facilities provided, by the Governnment and people
of the Slovak Republic to the Mnisters, nmenbers of the del egations, observers
and nenbers of the Secretariat attending the Conference,

Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Governnment of the Slovak Republic
and to its people for the cordial wel come which they accorded to the
Conference and to those associated with its work and for their contribution to
t he success of the Conference.




