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Case Study: The Importance of Local Benefits from Ecotourism in Indonesia

Komodo National Park (KNP) is a located in the Lesse Sundae Islands of Indonesia between 119o30”E longitude and 8o35”S latitude in the province of East Nusa Tenggara. The park is known for its Komodo monitor, Varanus komodoensis. The number of individuals remaining of this species is almost 3000 members. After the introduction of KNP in 1980, tourism flow to the area has increased. Due to transportation facilities and retail services, the town of Labuan Bajo has particularly benefited from tourists. 

To measure the relationship between the benefits of tourism and support for conservation, a survey was conducted in the town of Lesse Sundae. The survey indicated that 30% of households in the area are dependent on tourism income. In general, support for conservation was very high, and people have good knowledge and awareness on the link between the KNP and their livelihoods. However, a significant proportion believes that tourism in the area is eroding traditional customs. The survey in the case study area revealed that the attitude towards ecotourism was dependent on whether people benefited from ecotourism related activities or not. Those households that benefited from ecotourism had positive attitude and good awareness of the links between ecotourism and local livelihoods, while those that had no benefit from the activity tended to have a negative view of ecotourism. 

This case study clearly demonstrates the relevance of stake-holder participation and benefit-sharing to promote awareness and conservation. Communities that succeed in sharing benefits of ecotourism have much better success in terms of positive attitude to ecotourism and forest biodiversity protection.

