Managing Production Forests for Biodiversity

The value of managed production forests for the survival of many species of fauna and flora 
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Background:

Conservationists working in the field in Cameroon were quick to realize that for many species of wildlife the managed production forests were at least as important as the parks and reserves. 

Activities and Results:

Studies have shown that the disturbance caused by selective logging favours a rich understory of gingers and Marantaceae that are a favourite food of both gorillas and elephants. Bongos and other forest antelopes also thrive in the areas where logging has opened up the canopy and allowed the development of the rich undergrowth that provides them with shelter and food. Of course not all disturbances were beneficial. Forests managed by companies who were striving for certification of their concessions and who took active measures to protect their forests during and after logging had more abundant and more diverse wildlife than those who did not take any conservation measures.
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