Pygmy communities, loggers in Congo use GPS, community radio to protect cultural sites

State of the art technology helps Mbendjele Pygmies protect their land and culture
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Background:

Standards set by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), required la Congolaise Industrielle des Bois (CIB) to protect ‘sites of special cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance to indigenous peoples’. CIB manages a 1.3 million hectare area of Congolese forest home to 9,000 Mbendjele Pygmies. Compliance with FSC regulations prompted CIB to work closely with the Tropical Forest Trust and concerned Pygmy communities, in developing and using new means of communication to help exchange information about sensitive locations in the forest.

Activities and Results:

Mbendjele Pygmy communities of northern Republic of Congo are working together with CIB using GPS (global positioning system) technology and radio to keep each other informed about areas to be protected and areas to be logged. 

CIB’s investments into this initiative helped the company gain FSC certification for its Kabo concession. The project itself was recognized in November 2007 by the Tech Museum of Innovation in the social equality category of their Laureate awards scheme. 

Further information:

Tropical Forest Trust 
www.tropicalforesttrust.com 
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