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22 May 2007: International Day for Biological Diversity
The Council of Europe’s Bern Convention joins the global celebrations 

Strasbourg, 21.05.2007 - Under this year’s main theme: “Biodiversity and climate change”, Europe’s regional biodiversity treaty (the Council of Europe’s Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Heritage, Bern, 1979) is joining efforts to address the crucial relationship between nature conservation and climatic change. 

The 45 Parties of the Bern Convention agreed to set up a new group of experts on this issue, which will hold its first meeting in Strasbourg, on 14-15 June 2007, to discuss climate change impacts and threats, and provide Parties with tools and support to develop national adaptation measures regarding the species and habitats protected under the Bern Convention. Nature can play an important role in adapting to and mitigating the effects of climate change and greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Bern Convention is much more than a regional agreement about environmental protection. It takes account of the role that people play in the wider environment and their interactions with nature. It also recognises the value of wild flora and fauna and the need to preserve them for the benefit of future generations. In short, the Bern Convention is a tool for achieving sustainability and as such, it is an important European contribution to the sustainable development of life on this planet. 

Nature protection is clearly at the heart of the cultures and values of European societies. Biological diversity is a critical element to guarantee peoples’ right to a healthy environment and achieve sustainable development, two goals which are directly related to the values and objectives of the Council of Europe as included in the 2005 Warsaw Plan of Action. 

For further information on the 2007 International Day for Biological Diversity “Biodiversity and Climate Change”: http://www.biodiv.org/programmes/outreach/awareness/biodiv-day-2007.shtml 
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