Regional approaches

Regional processes: focus on the Pacific

Applying CBD criteria for identifying ecologically or
biologically significant areas (EBSAs) at the regional scale
is appropriate for a number of reasons. The biological and
ecological significance of an area is governed by marine
processes which take place at broad scales, including
the influences of ocean currents, patterns of biological
productivity and dynamics of species life history patterns.
Ecological connectivity and representativity, which are
hallmarks of protected area networks, can be achieved most
effectively through planning at the regional level.

Ecosystem-based science that informs the appropriate range
of actions needed for ocean management can be limited by
political boundaries that a regional approach can transcend.
A regional perspective also allows for taking a “big picture”
approach when assessing multiple EBSA criteria.

While several countries and organisations are already
developing methods for applying the seven CBD scientific
criteria, there is much to learn about conducting analyses at
a regional scale and with a wide range of data availability
and reliability. Besides influencing scientific methodologies
and ecosystem approaches, working at the regional scale
allows capacity building efforts to be far reaching and
intergovernmental. The countries that border ocean basins
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are largely different in their capacities for access to
technology, training, and resources such as vessels
that can access high seas areas. A regional approach
provides opportunities for collaboration and increased
efficiencies.

Regional approaches to applying CBD EBSA criteria or
other similar criteria have already been conducted in the
Antarctic, Mediterranean and the Northeast Atlantic.
While all of these have had significant, useful outputs,
each case can provide a wealth of insights and lessons
learned regarding the challenges and opportunities for
working at such scales of marine conservation.

Lessons for a Regional Approach

Communicate with partners early in process
Be present, participatory and receptive
Identify key constituents in the network

Agree on a common set of objectives

Determine scale(s) and boundaries of approach
Aim for integration with existing initiatives
Explore funding options and collaboration

Guide results based on importance and relevance
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