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1. Development of the UN Decade of  
Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)  
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•UN Conference on Environment and Development (Rio Summit)  

•Agenda 21 (Chapter 36)  
1992 

•World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10, Johannesburg) 

•UN General Assembly adopted Resolution  on the DESD  2002 

•UN Decade of ESD launched (2005-2014)  2005 

•Mid-Decade Year - World Conference on ESD (Bonn, Germany)  2009  

•UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) 2012 

•Final Year of the DESD – UNESCO World Conference on ESD (Aichi-Nagoya)  2014 

•MDGs Target Year 

•Global Action Programme on ESD and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2015 



UN Conference on Environment and Development 
(Earth Summit) in Rio de Janeiro (1992)    

• Rio Declaration on Environment and Development - Principle 10 
“Environmental issues are best handled with participation of all 
concerned citizens, at the relevant level. “ 
 

• Agenda 21 - Chapter 36 
      (Promoting Education, Public Awareness and Training) 
   

o Improve access to quality basic education; 
o Reorient existing education programmes to address sustainable 

development; 
o Develop public understanding and awareness on sustainable development; 

and  
o Provide training programmes for all sectors of private and civil society.  
 
Education to enable us to better contribute to sustainable development  
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World Summit on Sustainable Development  
in Johannesburg, Rio+10 (2002)   

UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
(DESD: 2005-2014)  
 

 Proposed by Japanese Government and NGOs  

 Adopted by UN General Assembly in December 2002 

Vision of ESD 

To create a world where everyone has the 
opportunity to benefit from quality education and 
learn the values, behaviour, and lifestyles required 
for a sustainable future and for positive societal 
transformation 



UNU-IAS ESD Programme 

Flagship initiatives 

Regional Centres of Expertise on ESD (RCEs) 

Regionally based multi-stakeholder network  

 

Promotion of Sustainability in Postgraduate 

Education and Research Network (ProSPER.Net) 

 Academic alliance in Asia-Pacific region to 
integrate ESD in post-graduate education and 
curricula  
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 Launched in 2003 with funding support from the Ministry of the 
Environment of Japan to contribute to the UN DESD 

 



UNU – Global RCE Network 
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• Proposed by UNU as its contribution to DESD 
 

• A network of diverse partnerships among educators,    
researchers, policymakers, youth, indigenous leaders and 
throughout the public, private and NGO sectors 
 

• Serve as an innovative platform for multi-sectoral and 
interdisciplinary information-sharing, dialogue and collaboration 
at local and global levels 
 

• RCEs aspire to achieve the goals of DESD by translating its global 
objectives into regional-local contexts  
 

• Acknowledged by UNU based on the recommendations of the 
Ubuntu Committee of Peers for RCEs 



Ubuntu Alliance 

Ubuntu Alliance: a  strategic alliance  of the world’s leading education, science 
and technology organizations working toward achieving sustainable 
development (formed during the 2002 Johannesburg Summit)  
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United Nations University (UNU)   
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  
International Association of Universities (IAU) 
Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (former TWAS) 
African Academy of Science (AAS)  
Science Council of Asia  
International Council for Science (ICSU)  
World Federation of Engineering Organizations (WEFO) 
Copernicus Alliance 
Global Higher Education for Sustainability Partnership (GHESP) 
University Leaders for a Sustainable Future (ULSF) 
The World Conservation Union (IUCN) 
The Association of African Universities (AAU)  
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The Global RCE Network 

157 RCEs  



Major RCE Activities 

•SD into E and E into SD 
 
•Policy Engagement   
 International policy process (e.g. UNESCO-GAP, 10 YFP, 
CBD, SDGs, UNFCC)  
 Regional processes (e.g. ASEAN, SADC)  
 National (e.g. Govt. of Japan, NEMA, Kenya, Indonesia),  
 Sub-national/local (e.g. Tongyeong, Grand Rapids, 
Saskatchewan) 

 
• Research and Development 
 
•Capacity building 



Thematic, strategic and operational areas of 
collaborative work of RCEs 

• Biodiversity and ESD 

• Traditional Knowledge and ESD  

• Climate Change and ESD 

• Health and ESD 

• Teacher Education & Better 
Schools  

• SCP & Sustainable Livelihoods 
and Well-being 

• Youth and ESD 

• Higher Education  

• Disaster Risk Reduction and ESD 

• Inclusive Development and 
Learning 

• Migration 

• Capacity Development 

• Assessment of RCEs 

• Fundraising and Marketing  

• Communications and Outreach 

• Policy – National, Regional and 
International Sustainability 
Processes 
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RCE Portal 



RCE E-Bulletin  
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 Issued monthly  

 Upcoming ESD-related 

Events 

 Latest News 

 Invitations for 

collaboration 

 New Publications and 

Resources  
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Themes 
• Biodiversity  

• Traditional knowledge  

• Climate change  

• Disaster risk reduction  

• Health  

• Higher education  

• Inclusive development & learning  

• Sustainable consumption &  

production  

• Teacher education  

•Youth  

RCE Recognition Award 



Global RCE Conferences  
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2006   Yokohama, Japan  

2007   Penang, Malaysia  

2008   Barcelona, Spain 

2009   Montreal, Canada 

2010   Curitiba, Brazil  

2011   Kerkrade, the Netherlands  

2012   Tongyeong, Korea  

2013   Nairobi, Kenya 

2014   Okayama, Japan 

2016   Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

 

Regional networks and meetings 

 

 



Unique Features of RCEs 

• Multistakeholder Approach and 
Transformation in Local Governance 

• Transdisciplinary and Participatory, Social 
Learning 

• Formal, informal, non-formal learning 

• Learning for Locally Relevant Assessments and 
Methodologies 

• Learning about Multiple Values and Value 
Systems 

 



RCEs, Biodiversity & Traditional Knowledge 



Africa region 

• RCE Makana - Situated social learning – several examples such as 

water, biomass energy, health and nutrition, agriculture, 

biodiversity, sewage, waste, sustainability partnership project and a 

curriculum framework for social learning research. These are 

aligned with Africa learning resource approach of the region. 

 

• RCE Roma Lesotho - Lesotho highlands knowledge and 

incorporation in school curriculum  

 

• RCE Kano – Revitalizing local knowledge, health, malaria 

 

• RCE Mao Complex – Traditional knowledge, health, and nutrition 

 

• RCE Mbarara – Traditional knowledge and health 

 



Europe 

• RCE Espoo - Encounters -for sustainable lifestyle 

project 

                Americas 

• RCE Guatemala - Incorporation of Mayan culture in 

university curriculum, programs related to Nagoya 

protocol 

 

• RCE Greater Burlington, RCE Western Jalisco, RCE 

Lima, RCE Bogota, RCE Curitiba, RCE Borderlands 

Mexico, RCE Portlands, RCE Saskatchewan, RCE 

Grand Rapids etc.  

 

 

 



Asia region 

• RCE Cairo – Traditional health practices 

• RCE Kyrgyzstan – Jethiata project, medicinal plants, traditional handicrafts 

• RCE Chubu – Online platforms, COP 10 /11 processes 

• RCE Northern Mindanao - School curriculum - Experience of integrating mother 

tongue education 

• RCE Cebu – Forest restoration project 

• RCE Greater Phnom Penh – Organic farming 

• RCE Penang – Traditional healers and community health, nutrition 

• RCE Kalimantan – Home gardens program 

• RCE Yogjakarta – Traditional foods project, community enterprises and 

livelihoods 

• RCE Kodagu – Sacred groves conservation 

• RCE Srinagar – Agro biodiversity, Medicinal plant conservation 

• RCE Goa – Community knowledge and biodiversity 

• RCE Greater Dhaka (Bangladesh) - Organic farming, Biomass recycling, and on 

tribal culture of Bangladesh, community conservation 

• RCE East Arunachal Pradesh – Heritage Education 
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Community Learning Exchange  



RCE Approaches/Methodologies of TK 

• Situated social learning processes 

• Learner led mediation processes  

• Revitalizing traditional knowledge in life situations 

through a see-judge-act approach 

• Integration of mother tongue education and 

reinforcing identity 

• Bridging research 

• Developing learning case modules for capacity 

development based on good practices 



Learning Materials 







 
 
 
 

Thank you ! 


