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WHY RICE PADDY? (1)
NEGATIVE Background

= Critical decrease of wetland habitat over the past
100 years.

= Many Natural wetlands have changed to Rice Paddy
= Change of quality of rice paddy ;

Wet to Easy Drying
POSITIVE Background
= History of sustainable use for thousands of years.

= Possibility of restoring or recovering to wetlands
usinlg vglorking rice paddies, typical Asia-origin agro-
wetland.

= Recognized as a type of wetland by Ramsar
Convention

s Good case studies of Agro-Environmental Rice
Farming ; Winter Flooded Rice Paddies project.






Kabukuri-numa Marsh

-Leading Project for Co-existance Rice and Birds -
N
* Locates in Tajiri, Ohsaki City, Miyagi Prefecture.

 Ramsar Site; Wetland of 150 ha and surrounding rice
paddies of 273 ha as buffer zone.

 Rich fauna and flora.

— 219species of wild birds
(6 Natural Monument spp. & 42 RDB spp.)

—- 33 species of fish

— 10 species of shellfish

— 19 RDB spp. of plant

~ « Important roosting sites for wild geese.

« Leading project for promoting co-existence of rice
farming and waterfowl through recovering or restoring
wetland habitat.



Awareness-Raising of farmers and publlc

= .

.. = Meetings and Symposiums

- = Rice Paddr Wildlife Monitori
‘ mvolvmg ocal farmers and




Awareness-Raising of farmers and publlc

= Tools Published and Used for Wmter
Flooded Rice Paddy

— Pamphlet (MoE & JAWGP
— Calendar & AlmanaciiMBEAWEP, Ta JJ)
— Picture Book (TajifiHie ,e,;r*swrv)

— CD for Songsiand| ‘JJJr—*rl_pTNF
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The Kabukuri-numa Declaration (19ss)
(One Wetland, One Future)

We, the participants of the Twelfth Annual Symposium on Geese,

= Aware that the wetland environment of Kabukuri-numa and the rice paddies surrounding it, here in Tajiri Township,
Miyagi Prefecture, constitutes a precious legacy that we can be proud of before the whole world,

= Further aware that, for the migratory geese that seek out this rich wetland environment every year, it is an
internationally important site, and is moreover one of the premier wintering grounds for geese in Japan,

=  We are convinced that to maintain this wetland landscape will afford significant benefits not only to geese, but also to
humankind, including people living in the local area,

= Thus, we declare that we will promote rice agriculture that will protect this environment and enhance its naturalness,
which will also provide a better food source for the geese,

= And, we recognize that to pursue a wholesome agricultural practices that allow for co-habitation with geese will result
in sustainable agriculture that makes the best possible use of the area's geographical advantages,

= Thus, in order to protect the wetland landscape and manage Kabukuri-numa and the rice paddies surrounding it for the
purpose of conserving the birds, fish, and other animals that inhabit the site,

= We will seek to establish a management plan for Kabukuri-numa and the rice paddies surrounding it that will include
the participation, and put into practice the wisdom, of people from various fields, including local residents,

= And, in order that the values embodied in Kabukuri-numa shall be passed on without fail to the next generation in the
twenty-first century, for example through establishing a Ramsar Designation Preparatory Committee,

= We hereby declare that we will make our utmost efforts.

8 December 1998
Tajiri Township, Miyagi Prefecture Japan
Participants of the Twelfth Annual Symposium on Geese



New relationship between
agriculture and waterbirds

= from confllct to co-existence-
ANATIDAE

m Geese are symbol of rice paddies of rich biodiversity.

= Rice harvested from these paddies means
— to be safe and good for health.
— to gain additional economical value.
— to maintain or recover goose habitat through goose frendly
farming.

= Winter-flooded Rice Farming works as a core system
since 1998.



Farmers Join to Winter Flooded
Rice Paddy around Kabukuri-numa
since 1998/99 winter
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Bewick's Swans In Wmter flooded Rice Paddy



Joint Studies on Winter Flooded Rice Paddy
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Monitoring at Winter Flooded Rice Paddy
in Summer

2005 2006 2005 2006 Average

Winter Flooded RP Non Winter Flooded RP
B Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 0.73 0.45 0.59 0.35 0.20 0.28
B Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 6.50 1.98 4.24 0.78 0.77 0.77
[ Great Egret Egretta alba 5.85 8.16 7.01 2.19 1.62 1.91

@ Intermediate Egret E. intermedia 7.70 5.94 6.82 1.91 1.97 1.94
M Little Egret E. garzetta 0.58 0.20 0.39 0.39 0.14 0.27
O Total 21.35 16.73 19.04 5.63 4.70 5.16

Winter-flooded Rice Farming and Heron Density in Summer ( Average
in 2005 & 2006 summers n=1,980)

Around 4 Times Higher in WFRP
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Winter Flooded Rice Paddy

Benefits both Wildlife & Agriculture
[Wildlife in rice paddy)]=Habitat Recovery

Rich biodiversity--- from microorganisms to waterbirds

Spread flyways of Geese throughout Japan by the
network of WFRP.

[Agriculture]=New method of Farming
=WFRP Method= IBM (Integrated Biodiveresity Management)

Weeds Control Effect (No or less herbicide )
Pests Control Effect (No or less pesticide)

Waterfowl Droppings as Fertilizer ( Less fertilizer)
Decompose rice straw

Model of IBM

[ Co-existent way for Agriculture and
Nature ; Agro-Biodiversity]
Sustainable
Less Impact against Environment



Kabukuri-numa and Surrounding Rice Paddies

New Ramsar Slte in November 2005

T

7= m First Ramsar Site

~ Involving Large Area of
Rice Paddy, typical
Asian Wetland, under
Agreement of Most
Stakeholders.

New Idea on Ramsar
as a Useful Tool for
Agro-Environmental
Rice Farming.




Rice'Paddy Resolution X.31
adopted in Ramsar Cop10

2008,.,Changwon

Proposed by gvrrhents of Japan and Korea
‘Supported by NGOs of both countries.

‘.



Rice Paddy Resolution X.31

11) Rice paddy of agro-wetland can work
sustainablly with rich biodiversity If
managed properly.

12) Releasing Biodiversity of rice paddy,
Asian typical wetland, to the world.

1 3) Bridge to CBD COP10, 2010 in Nagoya.

1 4) Focusing on artificial wetland which has
strong relation with human activity and Is
required Its wise use.



Civil-Government Informal Meetings on
Biodiversity in Rice Paddies in Japan since 2009

Launched by a proposal from NGO for the Implementation of the Rice Paddy Resolution In July 2009.

Government: Ministry of the Environment (MOE)/ Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)/
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transportation and Tourism (MLIT)

NGO: Ramsar Network Japan.

« Aplatform for implementing Ramsar Resolution X.31 “Enhancing Biodiversity in Rice Paddies as
Wetland Systems”(Ramsar COP10 in 2008).

 Frankly exchanged opinions and practical results obtained.
Promote understanding on government policies and concrete local activities
«  Bridges between farmers/citizens in the field and government officials.

» Cooperative work project involving the MOE and NGOs for a report to Ramsar COP11 on case
studies and presentations on biodiversity in rice paddies

« Ramsar Resolution XI.15, Rice paddy and pest control, recognised the contribution of this report.
Big achievements:
 Incorporate Ramsar Resolution on rice paddies into a decision of the CBD COP10 in 2010.

« Drafted the CBD Decision X/34 “Agricultural Biodiversity” adopted incorporating the idea proposed
by the Japanese government.

The largest outcome;

« Enhanced mutual understanding both between NGOs and government, and among ministries
within the government.

* Unique framework for both NGOs and for the government in Japan.

 Mentioned in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Planning of Japan 2012-2020.

+  Expected that ideas for new policies will be developed through frank discussion at these Meetings.
« Informal and regular meeting in every six weeks, and 539 meeting since 2009 by now..



Progress of
Rice paddy decision X/ 34 for CBD COP10

First draft by Ramsar Network Japan, Japanese NGO.

Discussed inRegular Civil-Government Informal
Meetings (MOE, MAFF, MLIT) and NGO (RamNetJ)

Drafted by Government of Japan

In CBD SBSTTA 13 (May10-21,2010, Nairobi)
The draft was accepted as a part of recommendation of
AGRICULTURAL BIODIVERSITY for COP10

Adopted in CBD COP10, Oct. 2010, Nagoya
Decision X/34: Agricultural Biodiversity




DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITS TENTH MEETING

CBD COPlO % Convention on
X/34.  Agricultural biodiversity Bilogied! Biversity

« 19. Welcomes resolution X.31 of the tenth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, lran, 1971) on the subject
“Enhancing biodiversity in rice paddies as wetland systems”, which notes, inter
alia, the culture of rice in 114 countries worldwide, that rice paddies (flooded and
irrigated fields in which rice is grown) have provided large areas of open water for
centuries and that they support a high level of rice associated biodiversity important
for sustaining rice-paddy ecosystems, as well as providing many other ecosystem
services, recognizes the relevance of this resolution to the implementation of the
programme of work on agricultural biodiversity and invites relevant Parties, as
appropriate, to fully implement this resolution;

« 20. Recognizes also the importance of agro-ecosystems, in particular rice-paddy and
oasis systems, for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and invites the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, subject to resources, and in
consultation with the Executive Secretary and relevant partners, including indigenous
and local communities, to undertake further studies on the valuation of the biodiversity
and ecosystem services provided by agricultural ecosystems, in order to further
support policy-relevant guidance to Parties for consideration by the Conference of the
Parties at its eleventh meeting, consistent and in harmony with the Convention on
Biological Diversity and other relevant international obligations.




* Agricultural Resources for
Sustainable Agriculture

| ocal Food Resources to
be used sustainablly

Bio Resources creating
rich landscape
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Rice-paddy Biodiversity Enhancement Decade

RiceBED Project
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For everyone who cares sbout rice, rice paddies,
living things and the recavery of farming-based
communities
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RiceBED Project
Rice-paddy Biodiversity Enhancement Decade

Y

« Launched by Ramsar Network Japan(NGO).
* Ten -Year project connected to UNDB

 Local based project to concretize activities based on
Rice Resolution and Aichi Biodiversity Targets.

« Umbrella for supporting various movements to make
bottom-up activities on rice paddy biodiversity.

« Main streaming Bio diversity In rice paddy for the
goal in 2020.
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1@ UN Decade of
Biodiversity(2011-2020)

NGO Initiative for UN
Decade of Biodiversity

Rice Paddy Res.
(Ramsar+CBD)

Community Aichi Biodiversity Target,

Local level == level CBD COP10:
Tot#;1,3, 4, 7, 8,9, 11, 14, 17, 18

Ask people of various

INUNDB

Umbrella for
supporting long term
activities of
biodiversity
enhancement of
various fields.




for Rice-paddy Biodiversity Enhancement
Deeaﬂe Projeet (Oyama, 9 Feb. 2013)
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What'’s Rice-paddy Biodiversity Enhansement
decade ?
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Distribution of Countries
with Rice Paddies
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Rice Growing Ramsar Sites
INn each Reagon

1 Allsites
—&— rice grow ing sites / ALL

16%

12%
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Rice BED Access GuideT]{T (2014 for CBD COP12)
Action Plan for Rice BED Project F]1T(2014)

Follow —up to the Rice Paddy Resolution (Ramsar Res.X.31) —

Implementation Framework and RiceBED Project Case
StudiesF4T (2015.06 for Ramsar Cop12)

RiceBED Project
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Ramsar COP 12 Side Event

[1112] Follow-up of rice paddy resolution (X.31)
2015.06.08 Hotel Conrad, Punta del Este, Urgay

KBS ARAANUR(SLRYE, EIZIKE&R?EFE)

Convencion Ramsa
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IMPLEMENTATION OF WISE USE PRINCIPLES
AND RICE RESOLUTION

* SESSION 1: WETLAND AND WISE USE
- ESSION 2: WETLAND AND RICE RESOLUTION
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Rice-paddy Fiodiversity
Enhancemeni Decade Project
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To.mbo 2020

Join us in RiceBED Project
to cover

Asia-Africa-Neotropics regions
http://www.ramnet-j.org/tambo10/
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