Republic of Gabon
Sustainable Management of
Biodiversity

Gabon, located in Central Africa, crossed by the Equator, between latitudes 2 °
30 ‘N and 3 °55'S, is, par excellence, a forest country. In fact, it has a large fo-
rest area of nearly 22 (twenty-two) million hectares (85% of the territory) of

which 40% remain primary (White, 1983).
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The Gabonese forest has six (6) types of vegetation: flooded and swamp
forests, coastal basin forests, mountain forests, inland plateau forests,
northeast plateau forests and degraded or secondary forests.

The flora and fauna that we see are all the more remarkable as the equatorial
forest is still well preserved. This forest ecosystem runs alongside a mosaic of
natural environments (savannahs, estuaries and lagoons, mangroves,

mountains), indicators of a composite bio-diversity.

The National Bio-Diversity Strategy and Plan of Action (NBSAP 2) covering the period 2016-2025 is the framework
for sustainable management of bio-diversity. This Poster illustrates the efforts made by Gabon in the
implementation of the 2011-2020 Biodiversity Strategy Plan and the Aichi Objectives.

Creation of a website within the
Directorate General for the Environment
and Protection as platform for the
exchange of information and creating
public awareness Organization of public
awareness campaigns (Conference, Focus
Group.) Creation of a platform for
exchange and consultation at the level of
National Parks (Local Consultation and
Management Committee - (CCGL-)

Consideration of biodiversity values in
strategy planning documents: SNDD,
Climate Plan, SPAN-APA, protected area
management strategy, creation of an
institutional framework (Directorate
General for the Development of Forest
Products -DGICBVPF), SNALG,
implementation of the Gabon green

program \_

Implementation of the CCGLs of the Batéké Plateau National Park

Workshops to set up CCGLs at National Park level have been organized
not only to raise awareness among populations living around national
parks about the usefulness of a NP, the value of biodiversity in socio-eco-
nomic and ecological terms But also on the need to involve populations in
the management of NPs. The workshop on the Batéké Plateau National
Park was organized from 6 to 7 May 2015 in Franceville.

Forestry legislation imposes on economic
operators in the timber industry the
obligation to engage in the process of
sustainable management of forest
concessions. It also requires that at least
10% be retained as part of the conservation
series in the permits granted to them.
Similarly, environmental legislation
imposes and generalizes the practice of
Environmental Impact Assessment to
combat habitat impoverishment.
Furthermore, through PAGOS, Gabon will
adopt environmental safeguard measures
in the tapping of NRs, a measure that is
accompanied by a political will to develop
a national land-use pattern.

Low Impact Logging

Low-impact measures have been taken by forestry companies to minimize
the impact of their activities on biodiversity.

A law on the management of aquatic
ecosystems and another on water are
being drawn up. They will complement
the Code on Fishing and Aquaculture.
ANPA was created to ensure a sustainable
management of fishery resources.

Agro-processing Companies located in
Gabon carried out EIEs with PGESs.
These PGESs are followed up and
monitored on a semi-annual or annual
basis. Monitoring reports are prepared by

the Environmental Administration. They
set out the corrective measures that
economic operators must take to
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AICHI BIODIVERSITY TARGETS

STRATEGIC GOALS

Address the
underlying causes of
biodiversity loss by
mainstreaming biodi-
versity across govern-
ment and society
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Target 1: By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the va-
lues of biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve
and use it sustainably.

O Target 2: By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have

been integrated into national and local development and
poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and
are being incorporated into national accounting, as appro-
priate, and reporting systems.

Target 3: By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including subsi-
dies, harmful to biodiversity are eliminated, phased out or
reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts,
and positive incentives for the conservation and sustaina-
ble use of biodiversity are developed and applied, consis-
tent and in harmony with the Convention and other rele-
vant international obligations, taking into account national
socio economic conditions.

Target 4: By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and
stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to achieve or
have implemented plans for sustainable production and
consumption and have kept the impacts of use of natural
resources well within safe ecological limits.
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Reduce the
direct pressures on
biodiversity and pro-
mote sustainable use
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Target 5: By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats, in-
cluding forests, is at least halved and where feasible
brought close to zero, and degradation and fragmentation
is significantly reduced.

Target 6: By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aqua-
tic plants are managed and harvested sustainably, legally
and applying ecosystem based approaches, so that overfis-
hing is avoided, recovery plans and measures are in place
for all depleted species, fisheries have no significant adver-
se impacts on threatened species and vulnerable ecosys-
tems and the impacts of fisheries on stocks, species and
ecosystems are within safe ecological limits.

Target 7: By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and
forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring conservation of
biodiversity.

Target 8: By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutri-
ents, has been brought to levels that are not detrimental to

}ecosystem function and biodiversity.

Target 9: By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are
identified and prioritized, priority species are controlled or
eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways
to prevent their introduction and establishment.

Target 10: By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures

on coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems impacted

by climate change or ocean acidification are minimized, so
as to maintain their integrity and functioning.

To improve
the status of biodiversi-
ty by safeguarding eco-
systems, species and
genetic diversity
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Target 11: By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and
inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas,
especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity
and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively
and equitably managed, ecologically representative and
well connected systems of protected areas and other ef-
fective area-based conservation measures, and integrated
into the wider landscapes and seascapes.

Target 12: By 2020 the extinction of known threatened
species has been prevented and their conservation status,
particularly of those most in decline, has been improved
and sustained.

Target 13: By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated
plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild
relatives, including other socio-economically as well as
culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies

have been developed and implemented for minimizing ge-

netic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversity.

Target 14: By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential ser-
vices, including services related to water, and contribute to
= J health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and safe-

guarded, taking into account the needs of women, indige-
nous and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable.

& o Target 15: By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribu-
H tion of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhanced,

through conservation and restoration, including restorati-

on of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, thereby

contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation
and to combating desertification.

Target 16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Ge-
[ ]

Enhance the
benefits to all from
biodiversity and eco-
system services

netic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Be-
nefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and opera-
tional, consistent with national legislation.

[ 24/11/2016 ]

Target 17: By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a
policy instrument, and has commenced implementing an
effective, participatory and updated national biodiversity
strategy and action plan.

Target 18: By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and local communities rele-
vant for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversi-
ty, and their customary use of biological resources, are re-
spected, subject to national legislation and relevant inter-
national obligations, and fully integrated and reflected in
the implementation of the Convention with the full and
effective participation of indigenous and local communi-
ties, at all relevant levels.

Target 19: By 2020, knowledge, the science base and tech-
nologies relating to biodiversity, its values, functioning,
status and trends, and the consequences of its loss, are im-
proved, widely shared and transferred, and applied.

Target 20: By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of finan-
cial resources for effectively implementing the Strategic
Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 from all sources, and in
accordance with the consolidated and agreed process in
the Strategy for Resource Mobilization, should increase
substantially from the current levels. This target will be
subject to changes contingent to resource needs assess-
ments to be developed and reported by Parties.



