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Introduction 

• 2001: The RBINS is designated as the Belgian 
National Focal Point to the GTI 

• 2003: The RBINS and the Belgian Development 
Cooperation (DGD) sign a 5 year specific 
convention, renewed in 2008 

• 2014: The DGD-RBINS specific convention is 
renewed for 10 years. CEBioS programme runs. 
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Introduction 

Belgian GTI NFP objective: 

Support developing countries in improving their 
taxonomic capacities to enable them to 
inventory, monitor and sustainably manage their 
biodiversity and ecosystem services. 
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Introduction: Be GTI support 
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Where?  Eligible countries from 2016 onwards: 

 



Introduction: Be GTI support 
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For what?   

Taxonomic  

training  

in situ 

 



Introduction: Be GTI support 
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For what?   

Taxonomic  

training & 
access to 

collections 

in Belgium 

 



Some testimonies  
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videos-presentation/Description.mp4


Introduction: Be GTI support 
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For what?   

Knowledge 
transfer via free 
publications such 
as the Abc Taxa 
manuals 

www.abctaxa.be 

http://www.abctaxa.be/


Results of GTI trainings 
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Since 2004 :  

• launch of 14 external and internal calls for 
proposals 

• >180 scientists benefitted from our support 



Results of GTI trainings: country of origin 
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Results of GTI trainings: continent of origin 
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Africa 
69% 

Asia 
5% 

Central and 
South 

America 
26% 



Results of GTI trainings: studied taxa 
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6% 

17% 

77% 

plants

fungi

animals



Results of GTI trainings 
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Scientific outcomes: 

• >20 Master theses 

• >15 Ph.D. theses 

• 107 publications in peer reviewed journals 

 

 



Results of GTI trainings 
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Other outcomes: 

• Positions as lecturers in Universities 

• Career advancement 

• And more… 
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Some testimonies  

videos-presentation/XperienceStage.mp4


But did we make a difference in the politics 
linked to biodiversity management or on the 

perception of biodiversity by the general public, 
as set by Aichi Target 1? 
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Well we are not 100% sure…  

Aichi Target 1:‘By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of 

biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably’. 



1. Train our GTI alumni in writing awareness 
material (texts and posters) 

 

 

Solutions? 
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2. Make short awareness videos 

3. Financially support awareness activities 
targeting selected stakeholders 

4. Others? 



1. Train our GTI alumni in writing 
awareness material 

We organised a GTI alumni workshop in June 2016 
in Cotonou, Benin, with 12 GTI alumni. 

18 



19 

1. Train our GTI alumni in writing 
awareness material 

Guidelines to help 
the alumni write 
short texts in order 
to explain their work 
by answering simple 
questions such as: 
Why? Where? 
What? What for? 



20 

1. Train our GTI alumni in writing 
awareness material 

Advices to write awareness texts : 

• Short title. A question is good. 

• Avoid scientific jargon 

• Make short sentences 

• Use bullet lists when possible 

• Stay clear, brief and concise. 
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1. Train our GTI alumni in writing 
awareness material 

After using more tips 
for ‘quality check’ of 
the texts, they were 
approved in small 
groups. 
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1. Train our GTI alumni in writing 
awareness material 

Helped them 
produce awareness 
posters (using the 
short texts written 
earlier) 
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Posters and articles were shared on national CHM websites: 
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2. Produce awareness videos 

Several questions were asked to each GTI alumnus. 
We filmed them while answering.  

You already watched 2 of these videos and here are 
some others…  
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2. Produce awareness videos 

videos-presentation/Liens recherches et biodiversité.mp4
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2. Produce awareness videos 

videos-presentation/Anecdotes.mp4
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3. Support awareness activities targeting 
selected stakeholders: 

• small amounts(< 2,000€) 

• 4 months duration (Nov. 2016 – Feb. 2017) 

• free choice of action types  

• free choice of recipients. 
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3. Support awareness activities targeting 
selected stakeholders: 

 

 



4. Next steps?  

We will help our GTI alumni write policy briefs 
aimed at decision makers in their countries. 

To this aim, we will organise our first ‘uptake 
meeting’ in April 2017! 

 

To be continued… 
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To conclude 

The Belgian GTI is committed to building 
taxonomic capacity in its partner countries in 
order to better conserve and sustainably use 
biodiversity and ecosystem services but we can 
not achieve our common goals if we fail at 
convincing every citizen that biodiversity 
matters! 
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But it is not always easy… 

videos-presentation/Fous.mp4


Thanks for your attention! 
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