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+ The tropical rain forest in hed| ™ PO i
southwest contains luxurian o
plant growth, with some & [U8l™ ~ 2
trees reaching a height o%f | & t '
m (150 ft). Toward the n,e* , A2 et
the forest gradually %mes
less dense, with wider '~

- patches of grassland, and
_eventually gives way to the

‘* .r?lll'ng hills qf the sava‘%,

- rupted by taller growths

ng riverbeds. "
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Almost every animal of the tropics is
found, including the elephant; its
ivory was once a major source of
wealth but has declined in economlc
|mportance The southwest hasa
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The flora of the Central African Republic has not
been very well studied at all, although at least 3600
species are known However there-are likely to be as
UELVED 5000 s species. The country is mainly
dominated b Sudanlanwoodlaﬂ'd although %mall'
‘area of Acacia domma‘t‘s the Sahel(n woodland in
the extreme no ylany the species which are
endemic to the country are lo ted in thé‘%llls of
northeast.
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Tropical forests cover 3.5 million hectare.
The tropical forests contain luxuriant plant
growth with hundreds of plant species.
Woodland savannah mainly consists
of Vittelaria
paradoxa, Combretum spp., Acacia spp., An
ogeissus leiocarpa, Afzelia africana, Burkea
africana, Isoberlinia
doka, Terminalia spp., Khaya senegalensis

atla sudanica and Borassus spp. along
the rivers.
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Many of these cannot be found anywhere else,
making the African rain forest an extremely
important conservation environment. The pygmy
hippopotamus, which makes its home solely in Sierra
Leone and the Cote d'lvoire's Bandama River, is
w_g!?ﬁgl.fIEd as endangered by the International Union

i ‘F@h}erqatﬁn of Nature,gwhlch estimates the
3 g nur bgr@ 3,000 mdmduals S







The most serious immégiafé sl
threat to the region's ! i ==
biodiversity is the commer,dz:\'l: \ o
hunting of WIIdhfe for the bush**
meat trade and the illegal ivory
trade. Longer-term threats
include the destruction of
forest habitats by timber
companies, and the increase in
the numbers of people
clearing forests for agricultural

land. :




In all, threats include:-

nsustainable and illega
logging operations

» Population growth and
poverty

» Poor environmental
governance and policy

framework
> Disincentives %rsustai‘heble‘-

- forest management
“» Weak protected area

network é ‘ Va !

» Weak scientific understanding
of environmental issues

» Political instability and war
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+ These threatsilead to: .
> Dwind_“;“opulation of animal
species = | )

,

> Reduced diversity of the forest
wgenetic pool

b g

%;3 > Soil erosion and loss of fertility of the

soil Q g

creased sedimentation —
downstrea

o
> Human conflicts over forggtlresourcm

> Threat to lrgg#g_enous communlﬂ?

» Principal seed dispersers (e.g.
eleph

w conse

tterns and rggeneratloﬁ ;
> LoSs%T and natlonal'qc‘fqies

/J
ts, duikers) eliminated with

ﬁlal change in forest
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onserve the rich W|Id life resourc .y

th’éréfore been a major issue of
concern.



As the world’s largest funder of
projects to improve the
environment and preserve
biodiversity, the G jay’s an
active role 1g to conserve
gt biodiversity in Africa.
GEF’s unique and critical work
1as a life-saving, game-changing
iImpact on communities
worldwide.
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Africa preserve natural resources
that deliver multiple
~“environmental

and economic benifits both for
local populations ©

and for the world.
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destruction, overex
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species and pollution all direct
ecosystems

on which these populations depend.



.Yet, conserving the unique,gnd rich
biodiversity of. West and Central Africa
is vital not just for the lives and
futures of the people of this region
but also for the global environment
and the global community. At the
global level, current rates of extinction
have never been so high: the nature
have done its bit; and now its our duty
to do our bit.






