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•The Baa Atoll Biosphere Reserve – an area of natural excellence 
for its unique harmony between man and nature part of 
illustrious list of international Biosphere Reserves including: the 
Central Amazon (Brazil), Galapagos Islands (Ecuador), Niagara 
Escarpment (Canada) and Yellowstone National Park (United 
States) , Ayer’s Rock in Australia, the Pantanal wetlands of Brazil, 
the Sundarbans of India, and the Amboseli National Park in Kenya 
 
•At the 40th anniversary of UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere 
Programme in Dresden, Germany in June 2011, UNESCO 
recognised the Baa Atoll’s “great potential for demonstrating 
sustainable development throughout the Maldives and the 
region, while relying on a green economy.” 



      

     MAN AND THE BIOSPHERE  
PROGRAMME (MAB) 

       

Evolved to address 
environment and development 

conflict 

Ecosystem approach for 
integrated management of land, 

water and biodiversity   

India has 19 Biosphere  
Reserves 8 are under the World 

Network- 580 sites in 114 
countries.  

MAB thrust is on scientific capacity 
building, research on biodiversity 

and ecological processes, and 
promoting the World Network of 

Biosphere Reserves.  
 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/member-states/


      

     Global Cooperation Sites 
       

Sites for conservation linked 
sustainable development 

40t Anniversary thrust Dresden 
declaration 

For Life for the Future: 
Biosphere Reserves and Cmate 

Change 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/member-states/


 
World Network of Biosphere Reserves-  

580 sites in 114 countries 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/member-states/


Zonation pattern of a biosphere reserve-each 
zone has a specific function 

• Core area (or areas): strictly protected according 
to pre-established conservation objectives 

• Buffer zone (or zones): activities compatible 
with conservation objectives can take place.  

• Transition Area: loosely defined area encircles 
core and buffer areas and here cooperation with 
the local population and sustainable resource 
management practices are developed 
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