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GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP)  

decentralized global structure  

• GEF SGP launched by UNDP as a 
pilot programme in 1992 (35 
countries) – expansion to 125 
countries in 2012 

• Individual SGP projects (max $50k, 
average $25k) with NGOs & CBOs 
and indigenous peoples linked to 
country & global impacts 

• Global aggregation of results for 
cumulative funding ($600M<) 

 
14,500+ individual SGP      

projects - NGOs, CBOs 

125+ Country  

Portfolio 

outcomes 

 global, 

regional  
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SGP global distribution of projects 

125 participating SGP 

countries 

 Approx 14,500 

SGP projects 

(average $25,000) 

funded 



SGP baseline: over 7,500 projects in the 

sustainable use of biodiversity 

SGP Brazil ‘Save the Cerrado’ 

CBD COP8, Curitiba 



SGP OP4 consolidation of biodiversity 

portfolio 

 Regional LAC catalogue of all SGP BD products finalised for GEF 

Assembly in Uruguay, May 2010 



Saving traditional yam varieties – SGP Sri 

Lanka 

 



 



 



 



Rainforest Honey – SGP Belize 

• Featured in LAC Biodiversity 

Products Catalog, 2010 

• Direct purchase of 24 bottles for 

Follow the Honey, Inc., Cambridge, 

MA USA, 2011 

• Rainforest Honey put forward as a 

prototype for a Fair Trade Receipt  

developed by OpenHup, 

http://openhup.com , for Follow the 

Honey, Inc. 

• Fair Trade Receipt tells the 360 

degree story of the product 

• Will create an easy facility by which 

other retailers can import 

Rainforest Honey. 

Rainforest Honey from Belize is 

collected from apiaries in the 

protected areas of the 

Mesoamerican Biological 

Corridor.  Produced by the Cayo 

Quality Honey Producers 

Cooperative Society.   

http://www.followthehoney.com/
http://openhup.com/
http://openhup.com/page/fair-trade-receipt


Phase 2: SGP Africa & Arab States 

BD products catalogue  

 Native Plants:  Rodriguan chilli “Ti Piment Rodrigues”, Mauritius  / 

Rodriguan Red Bean, Mauritius  /  Za’tar Spice Mix, Palestine  / Yam, 

Tanzania  / Oyster Mushrooms, Tanzania /  Air Potato, Tanzania / 

Indigenous “Senef Gebis” Barley, Ethiopia  / Asmoûne and Tafsoute Millet, 

Morocco 

 Fruits and Nuts:   Oyster Nut, Tanzania  /  Monkey Bread Tree, Mali  / 

Moroccan Dates, Morroco 

  Cacao:  Cocoa Butter and Raw Chocolate, Cameroon   

  Seeds:   Baladi seeds of vegetables & cereals, Palestine 

  



Phase 2: SGP Africa & Arab States  

BD products catalogue (cont’d)  

 Animals and Insects: Rodriguan Fowl, Mauritius / Livestock Feed from Palm 

Tree Remnants, Palestine / Indigenous Basotho Chicken, Lesotho / 

Common Ground Snail, Cameroon 

 Organic Fertilizer:  Organic Fertilizer Abesim, Ghana  

 Honey & other bee products: Baviaanskloof Wilderness Area Honey & 

Mead, South Africa / Kilimanjaro Honey, Tanzania / Women-Cultivated 

Honey Products, Mali / Organic Miombo Honey, Mozambique / Bee 

products, Benin 

  Natural Sweeteners: Thaumatin, Ghana 

 Juice/Tea/Beverages: Marula Beer, South Africa  

 Rooibos Tea, South Africa 

 Breads: Dika Bread, Cameroon 

  



SGP Africa & Arab States  

BD products catalogue (cont’d)  

 Spices: Solar Dried Sea Salt, Benin 

 Marine: Seaweed Fertilizer & Bread, Senegal  / 

Sustainable Seafood, Senegal   

 Freshwater: Endemic Baringo Tilapia, Kenya / 

Canned Tilapia, South Africa 

 Bioenergy: Sunflower Biodiesel, Ghana 

  NTFPs: Natural Silk Products, Syria / Wild Silk 

Products, Madagascar / Gum, Senegal 

  Timber:  Indigenous Trees, South Africa  

 Flora/Seedlings: Damascus Rose, Syria 



Africa and Arab States catalogue 

 



Africa and Arab States catalogue 

 



Africa and Arab States catalogue 

 



Branding & Visibility of WHS:  

premium products by local communities 

  Premium black teas 

  Flavored yoghurt 

  Aromatic rice 

  Bottled spring water 



Honey Beyond Borders – SGP Palestine 

• Palestinian Honey considered culturally 

and spiritually sacred (the Koran 

recommends it for health and disease 

prevention), making it highly prized 

and sought after 

• Challenge for Palestinian honey trade: 

high cost of exporting/ shipping and 

logistics of delivery out of Palestine 

• Support and assistance of SGP 

Palestine, UNDP/PAP and WFP Gaza 

and Jerusalem, 6 jars of Palestinian 

honey was delivered to Follow the 

Honey, Inc., Sept. 2011 

 
 

 

Organic honey; hives located 

near the border Wall – bees 

pollinate Israeli orchards and 

flowers as Palestinian side has 

been stripped of pollination 

landscape.  



SGP on-line products with Progreso Network 
http://progresonetworkenglish.ning.com/   

• Global on-line platform for BD 

products from all SGP projects  

• Web-site design developed jointly 

with Progreso Network, Avance, 

Solidaridad, UNCTAD biotrade, 

UNDP Green Commodities etc. 

• OP5 further (i) scale up supply 

chain focus; (ii) consolidation of 

networks of producer orgs (honey, 

community-based ecotourism etc.) 
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Saving traditional yam varieties – SGP Sri 

Lanka Equator Prize winner 



What is an appropriate market for products: 

landscape, regional or global? 



Thank You 

 

SGP Hands-

on action! 


