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CCAs are defined as, “natural and modified ecosystems containing
significant biodiversity, ecological services and cultural values-

voluntarily conserved by indigenous peoples and other local communities
through customary laws or other effective means”.

In the South Asian context these areas are referred to as

Community Conserved Areas (CCAs). This is for a number of reasons,
including the fact that the term ‘indigenous’ vis-a-vis communities is not
officially accepted in many South Asian countries. There are also a
number of local communities (not necessarily classified as /ndigenous)

heavily dependent on natural resources and actively engaged in
conservation.
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