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Lack of public awareness 

• The lack of public awareness is a barrier to 

achieving the objectives of the CBD. 

 

• Without an awareness of the importance of 

biodiversity to human well-being, citizens and 

stakeholders will not take the steps needed to 

mainstream biodiversity considerations into their 

daily lives and practices.  

 

• Lack of awareness also contributes to the low 

political priority given to biodiversity issues.  

 



CBD/Airbus Survey – 2009/2010  

• Few understood what the term biodiversity meant. 

 

• People had the perception that biodiversity loss was a 

serious issue, but did not see the connection to their own 

lives or activities. 

 

• People were willing to take actions as individuals, but felt 

they did not have enough information to determine what their 

actions should be. 

 

• Children and youth surveyed were spending an inordinate 

proportion of their time indoors, or in urban settings. 



• Support and promote the implementation of the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets. 

 

• Promote the involvement of national and 
intergovernmental actors to mainstream the relevant 
issues related to biodiversity into broader 
development planning and economic activities.  

 

• Builds on the achievements of the 2010 International 
Year of Biodiversity.  

 

 



The Decade’s target audiences 

1. Actors involved in implementation of the CBD and other 

biodiversity-related conventions at national level.  

2. Regional organizations. 

3. International organizations. 

4. Civil society organizations. 

5. Business. 

6. Children and youth. 

7. Indigenous and Local Communities. 

8. Scientific community (including Botanical Gardens, Zoos 

and Natural History Museums).  

9. Media. 

10. Other stakeholders. 



Botanic Gardens Conservation International 

• UK-based organization for botanic gardens, focused on plant 

conservation and environmental education 

• Represents over 700 members in 118 countries.  

• Supports the development and implementation of plant conservation 

policies at a global, regional, national, and local level.  

• Produces resources and publications, organizes regular international 

gatherings and develops direct conservation and education 

programmes.  

 

"To mobilize botanic gardens and engage 

partners in securing plant diversity for the 

well-being of people and the planet".  



Information services 

Website and e-bulletins (education and general) 

News / events  

Serial publications 

Thematic publications 

 



Education resources 

•Support for teachers and 

botanic garden educators 

•Focus on plants  

•Focus on resources 

relating to plants and 

climate change 

http://www.bgci.org/files/Worldwide/Education/climatechange/poster_port.jpg


Botanic gardens around the world 

• Cultivate around one third of all known plants 

• Have an estimated 200 million visitors per year 

• Involved in research, conservation, education and 

public awareness 

• Repositories of botanical and horticultural information 

• Link with local  

communities 

• Worldwide network 



Global network of botanic gardens 

(3102 botanic garden worldwide) 
 



The Decade’s Objectives 

1. Provide a flexible framework for implementation of 

the Biodiversity Strategic Plan 2011-2020 and the 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  

 

2. Support and provide guidance to regional and 

international organizations with a role in 

implementation of the Strategic Plan and 

achievement of the Targets.  

 

3. Continue to build public awareness of biodiversity 

issues.  
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Objective 2 & BGCI’s response 

• Brings together international, regional and national 

organizations in order to contribute to the 

implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation (GSPC). 

• The Partnership is working to implement the GSPC 

and provide tools and resources on how each country 

can plan and act to meet the targets. 

The Global Partnership for Plant 

Conservation: 

 

http://www.bgci.org/worldwide/ia_download/


Objective 2 & BGCI’s response 

• BGCI has developed a GSPC toolkit to support national 

and regional implementation of the GSPC. 

 

 

 

• BGCI has organized a regional capacity building 

workshop on national GSPC implementation for Eastern 

and Southern Africa and will hold one in Mexico next 

month. 
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Objective 3 & BGCI’s response 

Promoting GSPC Target 14: 

“The importance of plant diversity and the need for its 

conservation incorporated into communication, 

education and public awareness programmes” 

 

• International Diploma in Botanic Garden Education 2012 (BGCI 

and Kew offer a five-week course in botanic garden education).  

 

• BGCI’s 8th International Congress on Education in Botanic 

Gardens (to examine how gardens can address all 16 targets  

of the GSPC through education). 

 



Objective 3 & BGCI’s response 

Plant conservation messages 

“Inside every forest are thousands of 

plants waiting for you to discover 

them!” 

 

“Trees absorb carbon from the air. Take 

the heat off our planet: save its forest” 

 

“Ancient forests are our heritage. Will they 

be our grandchildren’s too?” 



Helping gardens to reach wider 

audiences:  

• Seeds of Unity Portal 

• Communities in Nature-growing 

the social role of botanic gardens 

Objective 3 & BGCI’s response 



Objective 3 & BGCI’s response 

The Fairchild Challenge: 

• In Association with Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 

USA 

• Students aged 11-19 

• A competition on a specific theme each year involving 

schools and botanic gardens 

• 2012 – a wreath - inspired by the Olympics 

• Previously – cartoons, CD cover…. 

 



Objective 3 & botanic garden responses 



 

 

 

Objective 3 & botanic garden responses 





PUBLICATIONS 





Glasgow Botanic Gardens 

Vision: 

 

“To make the Botanic 

Gardens a centre of 

excellence for 

connecting people and 

plants through 

inspiration and 

education.” 







Creating a link 

• Actions are being carried out to raise awareness of 

biodiversity and contribute to the implementation of 

the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, 

 

• However there is generally little awareness of, or 

linkage to, The Decade on Biodiversity. 

 

• Not in itself a problem, but may affect monitoring and 

evaluation of the success of the IDB 



Thank you for your attention 

Suzanne Sharrock: suzanne.sharrock@bgci.org 

www.bgci.org 
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