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Declared by the United Nations General Assembly (61/203),

an opportunity for the biodiversity community to encourage 

people to:

Discover the biodiversity that surrounds us

Realise its value, our connection to it and the consequences

of its loss

Act to save it

2010 International Year of Biodiversity
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Goals

Raise awareness of: 

How biodiversity is important for our lives

What people have already done to save biodiversity

Promote new and novel ways to safeguard biodiversity

Encourage people to take immediate steps to reduce the rate of 
loss of biodiversity

Initiate dialogue on steps for the post- 2010 period
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Humans are part of nature’s rich diversity 

and have the power to protect or destroy it.

Success Story

The main causes of mortality of Leatherback turtles is 

due to catch in long line fishing. Simple technological 

changes can spare them. A joint venture between 

WWF and IATTC: circle hooks reduce the capture of 

sea turtles by 70-90% and do not affect the catch of 

commercial species.
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Biodiversity, the variety of life on earth, is essential to sustaining the living 

networks and systems that provide us all with health, wealth, food, fuel 

and the vital services our lives depend on.

Success Story

Turning golden snail pest in rice fields into food for raising ducks 

reduces pesticide levels, lowers production cost, and ultimately 

reduces the impact to the environment. Additional net annual 

income for a rice-duck small farmer: US$ 1152
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Human activity is causing the diversity of life on earth to 

be lost at a greatly accelerated rate. These losses 

impoverish us all and damage the life support systems 

we rely on everyday. But we can prevent them.

Success Story
Painted Dog Conservation (PDC) organization: Zimbabwe’s 

wild dog population has increased from 400 individuals to 

700 and is still on the rise.
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2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity; 

Let’s reflect on our achievements to safeguard biodiversity 

and focus on the urgency of our challenge for the future.

Now is the time to act.
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What people are doing

Conferences & events

Teaching & training

Film festivals

Exhibitions

Photo & painting competitions

Blogs and forums

Websites Multimedia shows

Raise awareness

Protect life on Earth

Community action

Create excitement

What can I do?
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Getting involved

Adapt and adopt the messages, and transmit them among your networks

Promote success stories

Provide support and resources to national events including on: 

- the International Day for Biodiversity 22 May

- the World Environment Day and other events 

Build links between biodiversity and other items on the environmental and development 

agendas

Organise and participate in events at key international meetings

Coordinate to become involved in the CBD process
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What can governments do

Governments will be the primary organisers for the International Year of Biodiversity

National Committees:

Ministries Municipalities Business & Key economic sectors

Educators NGOs Indigenous and Local Communities

Scientific groups Media National Clearing-House Mechanisms

Youth groups
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Worldwide Celebrations 
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Jan Berlin, Germany – Opening of the International Year of Biodiversity

Paris, France – High-level event, scientific conference and launch of UNESCO’s IYB 

exhibition

Feb Trondheim, Norway – Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity

Bali, Indonesia – Global Ministerial Environmental Forum

Apr Earth Day

May New York, USA - CSD and the Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues

GLOBAL - International Day for Biological Diversity

Jun GLOBAL - World Environment Day

July New York, USA - High-level segment of ECOSOC

Montreal, Canada - UNESCO Congress - Biodiversity and Cultural Diversity

Sept New York, USA - United Nations General Assembly

Oct Nagoya, Japan – tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP-10)

Dec Kanazawa, Japan - Close IYB and contribution to the International Year of  Forests



Biodiversity is life

Biodiversity is our life

International Day for Biodiversity

and other international days

22 May 2010 - Biodiversity for Development and Poverty Alleviation

• World Wetlands Day - February

• International Women's Day - 8 March

• World Water Day - 22 March

• World Health Day - 23 March

• Earth Day – 21 April

• World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development - 21 May

• World Environment Day - 5 June

• World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought - 17 June

• World Refugee Day - 20 June

• World Population Day - 11 July

• International Day of the World's Indigenous People - 9 August

• International Youth Day - 12 August

• International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer - 16 September

• World Food Day - 16 October

• United Nations Day and World Development Information Day - 24 October
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The Green Wave
One school, one tree, one gift to nature

greenwave.cbd.int

http://greenwave.cbd.int/
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6 of 22,111 fans

http://www.facebook.com/iyb2010
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Current Partners

http://www.twentyten.net//Default.aspx
http://www.biodiversity.ru/
http://www.business-and-biodiversity.de/
http://www.bgci.org/
http://www.bionet-intl.org/
http://www.cissa.co.in/
http://www.fundacion-biodiversidad.es/
http://www.conservation.org/
http://www.cites.org/
http://www.gtz.de/en/themen/875.htm
http://www.ecologistasenaccion.org/spip.php?article16257
http://www.eaza.net/
http://www.fauna-flora.org/
http://data.gbif.org/
http://www.globalnature.org/
http://science.howstuffworks.com/green-science-channel.htm
http://www.iepf.org/programmes/programme.php?id=45
http://www.icriforum.org/
http://www.ifap.org/
http://www.legambiente.eu/
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/selected-topics/development_cooperation.html?id=1159
http://www.mnhn.fr/
http://www.np-thayatal.at/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/biodiversity/international-year-biodiversity/index.html
http://www.nabu.de/en/index.html
http://www.naturgruppe-salix.ch/english
http://www.nkis.info/
http://www.francophonie.org/actions/energie   /international-year-biodiversity/index.html
http://www.kew.org/
http://www.teebweb.org/
http://www.undp.org/equatorinitiative/index.htm
http://www.bmz.de/en/issues/Environment
http://www.felixrodriguezdelafuente.com/
http://www.icran.org/action-csi.html
http://www.ethicalbiotrade.org/
http://www.underwaterworld.com.sg/conservation.htm
http://portal.unesco.org/science/en/ev.php-URL_ID=4794&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unccd.int/
http://www.unfccc.int/
http://www.unu.edu/
http://wcs.org/
http://www.world-tourism.org/
http://www.maximsnews.com/
http://www.naturalsciences.be/
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Becoming a Partner for the International Year of Biodiversity

• use the logo and messages

• name a focal point

• organize activities for 2010

• share your success stories

• share your information products

• join national committees

• full contact details of your organization & focal point

• outline your activities and products for the Year

iyb2010@cbd.int
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Official UN languages: ar - en - es - fr - ru - zh

Other available languages: de – gr - it - jp – nl - pl - pt - si - jp
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http://www.cbd.int/2010/resources/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwRqlA-TvDU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cW107TWITM4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhR4-0wMswE
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Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
World Trade Centre

413 St. Jacques street, Suite 800

Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9

Tel. 1 (514) 288 2220

www.cbd.int

For more information on the

International Year of Biodiversity 

IYB2010@cbd.int


