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Overview of Presentation
I. Introduction in WIPO’s work at the IGC
II. Draft Provisions on the Protection of TK
III. Revised list of options on GR including 

disclosure requirements



Status: An int’l intergovernmental organization, 
specialized agency of the UN

Member States: 184 

Staff: 944 from 98 countries based in Geneva

Treaties Administered: 24

Decisions by: GA, CC, WIPO Conference

WIPO is a specialized agency of the UN. It is 
dedicated to developing a balanced and accessible 
international IP system, which rewards creativity, 
stimulates innovation and contributes to economic 
development while safeguarding the public interest. 

WIPO’s Mission:

Basic Facts about WIPO



Intellectual Property Rights:
An Exchange

Protection of the moral and 
economic rights of creators

Public access to the fruits of 
creativity



Norm Setting at the IGC
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic 

Resources, Traditional Knowledge, Genetic Resources and 
Folklore (IGC) 

Aim:  Generate practical benefits from IP System to support: 
socio-economic development;  cultural integrity of    
communities;  address concerns of indigenous peoples …

IGC: Debate broad policy and legal questions; 
share practical experience;  and 
develop practical tools and mechanisms

Status: Since 2001 Maturing process - common objectives/core 
principles.

Mandate: Text-based negotiations: international instruments 
that will ensure the effective protection of GRs, TK, TCEs. 
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Toolkit for management for the management of IP interests in the documentation of TK

A guide for the Protection of Expressions of Traditional Culture

Survey of practical experience in legal protection of TK.

Information materials

Best practices reflecting international consensus on IP issues concerning TK, TCEs and genetic resources.�



New IGC Mandate for 2010-2011
General Assembly 2009 decided
• Text-based negotiations

– Including Documents WIPO/GRTKF/IC/9/4, 
WIPO/GRTKF/IC/9/5 and WIPO/GRTKF/IC/11/8A

• International legal instrument for the effective 
protection of GRs, TK and TCEs

• Clearly defined work program for the 2010/2011 
biennium, 4 IGC and 3 IWG

• 2011 GA: text submitted to Diplomatic Conference
• Without prejudice to work at other fora



Effective Protection of TK 
An overview of the ‘Draft 

Provisions’ 
WIPO/GRTKF/IC/9/4 – 16/6 Prov



IGC 16 (2010) Draft Provisions

• Part I:  Policy objectives, which could set common 
general directions for protection and provide a 
consistent policy framework

• Part II: General guiding principles, which could 
ensure consistency, balance and effectiveness of 
substantive principles

• Part III: Specific substantive principles, which 
could define the legal essence of protection



Policy Objectives 
WIPO/GRTKF/9/4



General Guiding Principles



Substantive Principles



Art. 1: Protection against 
misappropriation



Art. 6: Fair and Equitable Benefit- 
Sharing



Art. 7: Prior Informed Consent



Art. 12: Consistency with 
biodiversity legislation



Effective protection of GRs 
In particular disclosure 

requirements

• Introduction in the ’Revised list of options’ 
for the text based negotiations under the 
new mandate



IGC 16 (2010)
• Revised List of options 2009
• Three sets of options:

– Options for possible activities 
on defensive protection

– Options for possible activities 
on disclosure requirements

– Options for possible activities 
on IP and MAT for fair and 
equitable benefit sharing
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IGC 16 (2010): Options for 
continuing or further work

A. Options for possible activities on 
defensive protection (first cluster)

I. Inventory of Databases and information 
resources on GR

II. Informations systems on GR for 
defensive protection

III. Guidelines and recommendations on 
defensive protection



Options for continuing or further 
work

B. Options for possible activities on disclosure 
requirements (second cluster)

I. Mandatory disclosure
II. Further examination of issues relating to 

disclosure requirements
III. Guidelines and recommendations on 

disclosure
IV. Alternative mechanisms 



Options for continuing or 
further work

C. Options for possible activities on IP and 
MAT for fair and equitable benefit 
sharing (third cluster)

I. Online-Database of IP clauses in MAT 
on ABS

II. Draft Guidelines for contractual practices
III. Study on licensing practices



Thank you for your attention!

For any questions:
http://www.wipo.int/tk/en

Subscribe to our Newsletter and Updates (EN, FR, SP):
grtkf@wipo.int

Email: thomas.henninger@wipo.int
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